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Your neighborhood hardware store, time center and garden supply source.
Locally owned and operated.

6305 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 238-0251 * www.wolffkubly.com * find us on facebook

3113 LAURA LANE  •  MIDDLETON, WI 53562

608.831.5557

IMPECCABLE CUSTOMER SERVICE AND AUTO REPAIR

My Bill, bless his soul, used to take 
care of our cars. All I know is put 
gas in and go. I found Wrench Auto 
Service and they take care of me, so 
I can visit my grandkids, go to book 
club and do everything else that 
keeps me busy.

M. O’Hara
Van nickname: “Scarlett O’Hara”

“When my baby made a  
weird noise, I wanted to go  
to someone I could trust.”

READ REVIEWS AT SURECRITIC.COM/REVIEWS/WRENCH-AUTO

7535 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 310-8002
fontainehome.com

Welcome! We have an amazing store, exciting design services, 
and fabulous home accessories and furnishings from around 

the globe. These make up the Fontaine Home Lifestyle, 
and we hope you will join us and live it.

6670 University Avenue, Middleton * 608.827.7766 * www.todaystrendsmadison.com

Providing quality hair and nail care 
for men, women and children.

Great selection of clothing & accessories, 
jewelry, body care products and gift sets.
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Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Tuesdays and Fridays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s online newsletter



• Award-winning craft beer bar • 18 craft beers on draft, including Belgians and imports • Great bottled beer selection • Nice wines • 50+ 
premium whiskies • Full bar • Antique civil-war era bar • Ample bicycle parking in front • Auto parking in the rear off Milwaukee Street 

• No TVs here • Great conversation over a properly poured beer • Music most Mondays/Tuesdays (check Facebook for our music calendar) 
• MC/VISA/Discover/Amex accepted • ATM on-site

Open 4:00-10:00 Monday-Friday and 2:00-10:00 Saturday/Sunday



Editorial
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Zensible recommendation

Subscribe to Middleton e-View, the Middleton Review’s online newsletter

by George Zens

For up-to-date news about Middleton,

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter

With expanded coverage of the Middleton-Cross Plains 
Area School District and the City of Middleton 

beginning September 16.

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Tuesdays and Fridays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com



7457 Elmwood Avenue, Middleton * 836-6614 * sofrabistro.com

Open Tuesday - Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

American breakfast & lunch 
with a Mediterranean twist

Locally 
owned and 
operated 
since 1991

Enjoy our 
patio seating

GOURMET PIZZA * FRESH PASTA * HOMEMADE GELATO * MARTINI BAR

1828 Parmenter Street * Middleton * 608.833.0033 * villadolcecafe.com

HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 5:00 PM - CLOSE

Patio seating * Dine-in * Delivery * Carry-out * Curbside pick-up



Elections: Middleton voters in spending mood
Amid a high turnout and long lines (Lakeview Park 

pictured), voters in the city of Middleton approved the 
City referendum to exceed the property tax levy cap on 
a recurring basis by $770,000 with 7,153 votes (61.9%) 
in favor and 4,406 votes (38.1%) against. The ‘yes’ vote 
gained a majority in every aldermanic district. It means 
that the City will now hire two extra police officers, a 
parks crew person and a communications specialist, as 
well as give a 4% raise to non-union staff.

The Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District 
also won its referendum for a non-recurring $24.9 
million increase in operational revenues spread over 
four years with 14,592 votes (62.9%) in favor and 8,606 
votes (37.1%) against. City of Middleton residents were 
in strong support with 7,477 votes in favor and 3,683 
opposed. Also in favor voted city of Madison district 
residents (2,788 to 1,234), village of Cross Plains 
residents (1,177 to 928), town of Middleton residents 
(2,134 to 1,552), town of Cross Plains residents (just 
barely - 218 to 213) and town of Westport residents (128 
to 113). Town of Berry residents came out against it (126 
in favor and 240 opposed), as did town of Springfield 

residents (544 in favor and 643 opposed).
Both Waunakee Community School District 

referendums passed, the capital projects one with 6,518 
votes (52.6%) in favor and 5,866 (47.4%) opposed, and 
the operational one with 7,469 votes (60.3%) in favor 
and 4,923 (39.7%) opposed. City of Middleton residents 
in the Waunakee district (parts of aldermanic District 8) 
voted ‘yes’ in the capital referendum (286 votes  to 131 
votes) and in the operational referendum (285 to 133).

Predictably, Dianne Hesselbein (Democrat) won 
her run for State Senate District 27 handily against 
Republican Robert Relph with (after 99% of the total 
votes were in as this issue of the Middleton Review went 
to press) 65,603 votes (68%) against 30,860 (32%). Just 
as predictably, Democrat Alex Joers won his bid for 
Assembly District 79 with 24,463 votes (74.1%) against 
Republican Victoria Fueger, who got 8,513 votes (25.8%), 
and Democrat Mike Bare was elected representative to 
Assembly District 80 with 21,209 votes (70.6%) against 
Republican Jacob D. Luginbuhl, who got 8,815 votes 
(29.3%). Both Assembly districts cover parts of the city of 
Middleton.

‘Stone Horse Green’: Too loud?
On Tuesday, October 11, the City’s License and 

Ordinance Committee discussed noise levels at the 
‘Stone Horse Green’ after receiving the first complaints 
from Middleton Center residents about loud music 
during last weekend’s jazz performances at the plaza. 
District 3 council representative Katy Nelson, who also 
chairs License and Ordinance, concurred, saying that 
she had never before heard sound from a downtown 
event so loudly at her home (she lives on south Park 
Street). Assistant City Attorney Matt Fleming pointed 
out that noise levels are regulated by City ordinance and 
that those regulations are listed on the ‘amplified sound 
permit’ application form. (On September 13 the License 
and Ordinance Committee had approved an ‘amplified 
sound permit’ application by the ‘Arts & Literature 
Laboratory’ for the combined Middleton Jazz Festival 
and ‘Stone Horse Green’ grand opening.) City ordinance 
limits noise at the lot line (where the sidewalk begins, 
coming from the property) to the sound-level of a normal 
conversation:

1. On Sunday through Thursday amplified sound shall not 
exceed 65 decibels on the A-weighted scale at the lot line of 
the premises for which the permit is issued from 9:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m., and shall not exceed 60 decibels from 9:00 p.m. to 
midnight.

2. On Friday through Saturday, holidays as established 

In review

By George Zens

The month in review
Elections - ‘Stone Horse Green’ - airport - academic (under)achievement
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7466 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 692-6778 * www.grapewater.wine

Unsnobbing the wine bar, one glass at a time

Located in Downtown Middleton, 
across from the Mustard Museum.
We offer wine and bourbon on tap, 
plus beer, bubbly and hard seltzer.

Check out our pizza and DIY charcuterie plates.

2501 Parmenter Street, Suite 100A - Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 327-4200

www.fuhrmandodge.com

Serving businesses and individuals throughout Wisconsin

Passionate, honest, and thoughtful lawyers at a reasonable price.

CAMELOT

INTERIORS

*SALE*

"Decorate with what you love"

Fine Furnishings & Interior Design Services Available

Estab. 1988

Brenda Myers

Interior Designer

6771 University Ave., Middleton

608.826.9060       www.camelot-interiors.com

In-store &

custom orders



in Section 27.06(1) or the day before such holiday, amplified 
sound shall not exceed 65 decibels on the A-weighted scale at 
the lot line of the premises for which the permit is issued from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., and shall not exceed 60 decibels from 
11:00 p.m. to midnight.

The ‘Fall Fun’ series of events also requires an amplified 
sound permit, and the application was made by the 
City itself through its newly hired part-time events and 
marketing coordinator for downtown. The committee 
granted the permit, but with the understanding that the 
situation will be monitored.

It would indeed not look too good if the City were 
seen not to be following its own ordinance, although it 
wouldn’t be the first time.

Things seem to have calmed down a bit since then, 
though, and at the November 8 L&O meeting, Katy 
Nelson declared that the train was noisier than anything 
else.

Middleton airport: County report debunks 
fearmongering over lead emissions

According to a new report on ‘Childhood lead 
poisoning risk from Middleton Municipal Airport’ 
prepared by the Dane County Environmental Health 
Division, Middleton’s airport is not the health hazard 
that airport opponents make it out to be:

“Following a review of the relevant literature and 
analysis of lead testing results of children from Middleton 
during 2010 – 2020, the data does not support that 
the Middleton Municipal Airport is a significant risk 
for elevated blood lead levels in children at this time. 
However, this level of risk could change if the airport 
expands, or residential structures and neighborhoods are 
built closer to this airport; in this case additional analysis 
would be warranted.”

Before reaching this conclusion, the report provides 
some background about leaded aviation fuels:

“An often overlooked route of lead exposure is the 
continued use of lead additives in aviation fuels (avgas) 
to achieve the high octane levels required for piston-
driven small aircraft. Despite the official phase out of 
leaded gasolines for automobiles by 1995, the use of 
lead additives in avgas are still commonly used and are 
deemed more effective than the recently introduced 
unleaded avgas fuel options. In fact, reported octane 
levels of unleaded avgas fuels such as 82 UL and 94 UL 
are too low to allow proper operation of many small 
aircraft engines, which currently prohibits the broader 
use of unleaded fuels. In recognition of this issue, the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced the 
‘Eagle Initiative’ earlier this year to reduce lead emissions 
from this source. This initiative is a combined effort 
of government and industry resources to improve the 
technology and modification of small aircraft engines, 
increase octane levels of unleaded fuels, and develop 
infrastructure and commercial viability to allow the 
transition to unleaded fuels for piston-engine aircraft by 
2030.  Regardless of the progress noted above, emissions 
from aircraft using leaded avgas is currently the largest 
source of lead air contamination in the United States. As 
a result, concentrations of lead are significantly higher 
near airports that allow operation of smaller piston-
engine aircraft than lead concentrations from current or 

historical sources (known as background concentrations), 
and provide a potential source of exposure that can 
contribute to the rates of childhood lead poisoning cases 
in an impacted community.”

According to the report, research indicates that 
leaded aviation gas can indeed pose a health threat to 
children, mostly if they live or spend a lot of time in 
close proximity to where it is used, generally within 0.62 
miles or less. It also shows that lead levels drop to almost 
‘normal’ beyond 0.62 miles:

“Previous research has indicated that the combustion 
of avgas by piston-engine small aircraft may pose a 
health threat to children that live or attend schools in 
close proximity to airports that support the operation 
of these types of aircraft by either the inhalation of lead 
or the ingestion of the contaminant after it settles into 
the surrounding soils. The US EPA further estimates 
that children living within 1 km (0.62 miles) of airports 
are at the greatest risk of being exposed to lead from 
avgas emissions. This estimation has been supported by 
research efforts including studies of airports in Santa 
Clara, California and Buttonville, Ontario, Canada that 
demonstrated elevated lead concentrations that decrease 
exponentially with increasing distance from the airport 
and return to near background levels at approximately 
1 km. A subsequent study conducted by Miranda et al. 
(2011) supported the elevated risk within 1 km with 
the largest risk reported in children living within 500 
meters (1640 feet) of airports in North Carolina. This 
is especially the case in areas in closest proximity to the 
portion of the airport where the piston-engine small 
aircraft remains stationary for a length of time idling 
while engine checks are performed in preparation for 
takeoff; an area referred to as the ‘maximum impact area’.”

But these distances are not cast in stone:
“However, a number of variables that contribute to 

the potential health risk from avgas emissions to the 
surrounding community also govern the level of lead 
contamination from a specific airport. As noted by the 
US EPA (2020), these include the patterns and amount 
of aircraft activity, concentration of lead in the avgas, 
the duration of average time spent by aircraft in run-up 
operations prior to take-off, and meteorological data. In 
other words, the potential health risks posed by proximity 
to an airport that support piston-engine aircraft 
operations are not created equally; an airport in question 
may contribute more or less than expected to childhood 
lead poisoning rates within the identified 1 km hazard 
area.”

While the report acknowledges residents’s concern over 
lead emissions, and states that Middleton’s Morey Field 
“reportedly” (according to a study commissioned by the 
Town of Middleton that shows lead levels significantly 
below EPA limits) is responsible for almost one third 
of all lead emissions in Dane county, it also points out 
that cases of lead poisoning in children in the area are 
extremely rare, and can have causes not related to the 
airport:

“Middleton Municipal Airport, also known as Morey 
Field, located in Middleton, Wisconsin, supports the 
operation of piston-engine small aircraft. The elevated 
risk of lead exposure posed by similar airports across 
the country has led to concerns in the surrounding 

community about the potential health risk from avgas 
lead emissions. Similar to other communities, the 
focus of concern is the possible exposure of children to 
elevated levels of lead in the environment and an increase 
in childhood lead poisoning cases. As noted earlier, 
emissions from leaded avgas are the largest source of 
lead in the air in the United States; this is also true for 
Dane County where the Middleton Municipal Airport 
is located. In fact, this airport reportedly contributes 
approximately 32% of the county’s lead emissions. 
Fortunately, in the specific case of the Middleton 
Municipal Airport, there are limited residential structures 
and public activities located within 1 km of the airport, 
which significantly reduces the risk of an increased rate 
of childhood lead poisoning cases from exposure to avgas 
emissions. Public Health Madison & Dane County 
provides prevention services when a child’s blood lead 
level is less than 5 µg/dL and case management services 
when reported blood levels are equal to or greater than 5 
µg/dL. A review of the blood lead testing results reported 
to the State of Wisconsin from children in Middleton 
from 2010 – 2020 indicated only 1 case of childhood 
lead poisoning (≥ 5 µg/dL of lead) within 1 km of the 
Middleton Municipal Airport. Moreover, this single 
case cannot necessarily be attributed to leaded avgas 
emission without evaluating other potential sources of 
lead exposure this child may have come into contact with, 
including lead paint chips, lead contaminated dust and 
lead containing water pipes or solder. These other types 
of lead exposures were the primary cause in an additional 
15 cases of childhood lead poisoning (≥ 5 µg/dL of lead) 
identified throughout the Town and City of Middleton 
(outside the 1 km risk area from Morey Field) during the 
same 2010 – 2020 timeframe.”  

New BOE member

At its October 24 meeting, the Middleton-Cross 
Plains Area School District Board of Education 
appointed Catherine Kells (pictured) as its new member 
for Area II. She was the only candidate to replace Brian 
Bonti who resigned last month. Area II is the western-
most part of the school district and includes Cross Plains 

In review
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We are always looking for hardworking 

individuals to join our passionate, 

knowledgeable team!

NOW HIRING

ENJOY OUR AMAZING BENEFITS

§ Medical, Dental + Vision Insurance

Paid Time Off§ 

Paid On-site Training§ 

401k With Company Match§ 

Employee Assistance Program§ 

§ Seasonal + Part Time Opportunities

Life + Accident Insurance§ 

Cell Phone Discounts§ 

Referral Bonus Program§ 

Exciting Industry Perks§ 

HOW TO APPLY

Warehouse (1st + 3rd Shift)

Merchandisers

Delivery Helpers + Drivers

CDL – Driver Training Program

 The QR code to view current openings
 frankbeveragegroup.com/frank/careers
 HR@frankbeveragegroup.com
 608-836-2324

SCAN

VISIT

EMAIL

CALL

1833 PARMENTER ST | DOWNTOWN MIDDLETON

GIFTS
HOME DECOR

LIFESTYLE
HOLIDAY PARTY

More than a museum.
More than mustard.

Gourmet gifts for the foodie in your life.
Gourmet gifts to treat yourself.

National Mustard Museum
7477 Hubbard Avenue, Downtown Middleton

www.mustardmuseum.com
(608) 831-2222

Check website for hours - open daily after Thanksgiving



In review

12                 Middleton Review issue 129 - November 2022/Dec ‘22

and Berry. She was to formally join the board after being 
sworn in at the November 7 meeting and hold the seat 
until the spring 2023 election.

Academic achievement: The consolation of comparison
On October 24, school board members were 

briefed about the results of the Wisconsin Student 
Assessment System Board Report, a statewide series of 
tests in English (‘English Language Arts’ - ELA) and 
mathematics taken by students in grades 3, 4, 8 and 10. 
While the statewide results are dispiriting and can be 
interpreted as a searing indictment of a failing education 
system, MCPASD officials took some consolation in, and 
indeed patted themselves on the back for Middleton’s 
results being less miserable than those in most other 
school districts. There is some comfort in comparing 
oneself.

The test results are shown in averages across all pupils 
in their specific grades, and are then broken down by race 
(Asian, Black, Hispanic/Latino, White and ‘two or more 
races’), ‘disability’ and ‘economic disadvantage’. Overall 
it seems that the disruption due the pandemic-related 
school closures is still showing some effects, although it 
can’t hide the fact that our school system has much more 
significant underlying problems.

Proficiency rates in English for instance, drop from 
a high of 61.4% in third grade (district-wide average 
for the 2021/22 school year) to 59.3% in fourth grade, 
56.4% in eighth grade and 50% in tenth grade. In other 
words, and to simplify a bit, only half of all high school 
sophomores know how to read and write at a high school 
level. 

And this is not a new trend, but could also be observed 
in pre-pandemic years with varying and generally higher 
percentages. Thus, for instance, in the school year 2016/17 
third grade ELA proficiency was 63.6%; in fourth grade 
it was 66.8%, in eighth grade it was 56.2%, and in tenth 
grade it was 62.7%. And yet, in 2018/19, when the tenth 
graders from the just mentioned 2016/17 sophomore 
year were seniors, the graduation rate was 94.8%. Unless 
over 32% of all juniors and seniors suddenly progressed in 
leaps and bounds over their achievements in the previous 
years, it is hard to see what some of those high school 
diplomas are worth.

Last year’s graduation rate, by the way, was 96%, 
following 96.7% in 2020/21 and again 96% in 2019/20. 
This latter year was the first year of the pandemic, and, 
according to the testing report, Black students in the 
Middleton-Cross Plains school district had a graduation 
rate of 100%. Two years earlier as sophomores, in 
2017/18, those same students scored 22.7% proficiency in 
ELA and 18.2% proficiency in mathematics.

Apart from the apparent disconnect between academic 
achievement and graduation rates, these numbers point 
to another phenomenon: The learning gaps between the 
different categories (race, disabilities, ...) of students. 
These gaps are hidden in the overall district-wide 
averages, but the numbers are striking.

The average district-wide third grade 61.4% proficiency 
rate in English mentioned above shows strong variations 
when broken down (and some categories overlap): 
The rate is 72.7% for Asian pupils, 27.3% for Blacks, 
24.3% for Hispanics/Latinos, 65% for Whites, 22.4% 

for kids with disabilities and 24.7% for children from 
‘economically disadvantaged’, i.e. poor, families. The 
state-wide average is 35.4% and the Dane county average 
is 43.2%. (This is where district officials are proud of 
themselves, since the MCPASD’s numbers are less bad 
than most other districts’ - see chart for a grade 10 Dane 
county comparison.)

These numbers evolve through the grades, but not 
uniformly. Asian pupils thus score 72.1% proficiency in 
grade 4, 81% in grade 8 and 69.2% in grade 10. Black 
pupils score 21.7% in grade 4, 18.5% in grade 8 and 
16.7% in grade 10. Hispanic/Latino pupils score 41.3% in 
grade 4, 35.2% in grade 8 and 28.1% in grade 10. White 
pupils score 63.9% in grade 4, 58.8% in grade 8 and 
53.7% in grade 10. Kids with disabilities score 26.8% in 
grade 4, 19% in grade 8 and 9.6% in grade 10. And kids 
from ‘economically disadvantaged’ families score 30.9% in 
grade 4, 30.6% in grade 8 and 22.4% in grade 10.

Kids from poor backgrounds and kids with disabilities 
seem to improve in elementary school and slide back 
in middle school and high school, while pretty much 
everybody else has their high point in third grade (except 
for Asians in eighth grade and Hispanic/Latinos in 
fourth).

These differences between categories are not limited 
to Middleton: Asians state-wide achieve high scores 
and Blacks low scores, and the gap between Black and 
White is worse in Wisconsin than in any other state. 
Some of the explanations for this can surely be found 
in the respective communities and thus outside the 
school system, but it is odd that the more school districts 
like Madison’s, Milwaukee’s and Middleton’s seem to 
emphasize ‘equity’, ‘inclusion’ and ‘diversity’ over actual 
academic achievement, the worse the situation seems to 
become.

Greenway Boulevard: An indoor drive-through?
On Tuesday, October 25, at its first in-person meeting 

since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Middleton Plan Commission got a first look at two 
proposed development projects, both by the same 
developer, Gallway Companies, in the Greenway Station 
area.

The first proposal, at 1630 Aspen Commons, a vacant 
lot between the Foundry apartment building and an 
office building, is for a five-story apartment building with 
over 80 residential units and underground parking. The 
submitted concept plans, that will probably be revised as 
the project winds its way through the approval process, 
indicate an L-shaped building with 86 market-rate units 
and 116 parking spaces, as well as a roof terrace on top of 
the parking garage. The commission members indicated 
general support for the project, whose next step will be a 
rezoning application to PDD.

The second project drew more questions and might 
very well not be approved as proposed. It concerns 
a five-story mixed-use (commercial and residential) 
building at the corner of Greenway Boulevard and John 
Q. Hammons Drive. The ground floor would include 
between 7,000 and 10,000 square feet of commercial 
space and the rest between 180 and 200 residential units. 
The U-shaped building (open towards the south) would 
have underground covered parking with a roof deck and 

courtyard.
The snag is a drive-through that the developer wants 

to put in at the request of a restaurant chain (name not 
released) that would be the main commercial tenant. The 
City’s planning staff apparently did not like the idea of 
a conventional open-air drive-through at that location, 
and so the plans were revised to have the access lane run 
through the covered parking garage (entrance on John Q. 
Hammons Drive) before turning left to reach the service 
window (on Greenway Boulevard). Exit would be to the 
west of the building into a neighboring driveway. 

This of course means that the Greenway Boulevard 
facing main side of the building, including retail windows 
and the lobby for the residences, would consist mostly of 
car traffic going through the drive-through. Commission 
members expressed a lot of concerns about the drive-
through (not least the impact the indoor exhaust gases 
will have on building residents and others), and ideally 
would have it be dropped altogether. It is doubtful, 
however, that the developer would agree to this, as the 
anonymous restaurant chain seems to have made it a 
‘conditio sine qua non’ for its setting up shop at that 
location.

Whatever one may think of the aesthetics of a drive-
through, or of the idea of adding to the already long lines 
of cars idling in drive-throughs throughout our fair city, 
a drive-through at this location is really not out of place 
(there are two others across the intersection). Greenway 
Boulevard, Deming Way and John Q. Hammons Drive 
and their intersections have been designed for heavy car 
traffic and a car-centric lifestyle. 

There is nothing pedestrian-friendly about the whole 
area, including Greenway Station and its huge parking 
lots, and trying to pretend that this project would make 
that any different by hiding the drive-through from view 
and having cars idle indoors is just putting lipstick on a 
pig.

Still, it is by no means certain that this project will 
be approved as is by the Plan Commission, and even if 
it eventually did approve a drive-through, that whole 
concept could still be rejected by the City Council. 
The next step in the approval process will now be an 
application for rezoning to PDD, which will come 
after the developer submits new material taking into 
consideration the feedback received during the concept 
review.

Airport: Appeasement spending
On Thursday, November 3, the City’s Airport 

Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the 
Common Council that the City buy a 1,200-gallon 
tanker truck to store and sell unleaded aviation fuel from 
(UL94). This would be a temporary measure until the 
much-anticipated UL100 becomes widely available, for 
which a permanent fuel farm would be built, and which is 
expected to eventually replace the currently used low-lead 
100-octane aviation fuel.

The truck in question is for sale in Ohio and priced at 
$36,000. With added costs like inspection, maintenance 
repairs, modifications, registration and transportation to 
Morey Field, the total expense could reach $45,000, but 
that would still be a relative bargain according to people 
in the know. 



Faith Morledge, Your Neighborhood Realtor
(608) 444.8330 | sprinkmanrealestate.com

LET’S  MAKE A
MOVE TOGETHER!

Ready to list your home?

I’m excited to announce I’ve made a move to 
Sprinkman Real Estate—a team that values local 

connections, comprehensive experience, cutting-edge 
technology, and creativity to help guide you home.

Sam Simon
608-695-2325

simons@firstweber.com

Gladys Simon
608-770-1514

simong@firstweber.com

Nick Simon
608-213-1818

simonn@firstweber.com

7979 Greenway Boulevard, Middleton

LET US HELP PLAN YOUR MOVE

GIVE US A CALL NOW

* MARKET ANALYSIS 
* LIST YOUR PROPERTY 
* BUYER AGENCY SERVICES 
* INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

SERVING THE GREATER DANE COUNTY AREA AND BEYOND
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All public parking is free in Middleton. Street parking is also available.
7905 Terrace Avenue (not shown) - VA Municipal Parking Lot, open to public on weekends 
and from 5:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. on weekdays.

Downtown Middleton parking map

Compadres

Village 
Green

Sofra

Takara 88

Longtable

Louisianne’s
Grape
Water

The money to buy it would come from funds currently 
earmarked for preliminary work in preparation of the 
fuel farm (and which would have to be replaced in the 
foreseeable future, thus robbing Peter to pay Paul).

The general consensus was, however, that this project 
would most likely have no economic benefit for the 
airport or advantage from an operational point of view. 
Quite the contrary. 

It will cost the City money to buy the truck and the 
airport to run and maintain it, while neither the airport 
management company (Morey Airplane Company) nor 
the City will receive any extra income from the sale of 
unleaded fuel. 

According to airport manager Rich Morey, UL94 is 
expected to cost at least $1 and maybe up to $2 more 
per gallon than the current LL100 (about $6 per gallon), 
and the already slim profit margin might be even lower. 
It is anybody’s guess how big demand for UL94 will be 

(the Sauk Prairie airport sells about $8,000 gallons of it a 
year), but whatever amount is sold will not come on top 
of regular sales, but replace them. The City gets a flowage 
fee of $0.08 per gallon on fuel sales (which will be raised 
to $0.10 under the current 2023 budget proposal), no 
matter what type of fuel it is.

So why suggest the purchase at all, let alone 
recommend it? 

According to commission member Kevin Munson, it 
is a necessary and none-too-early step on the transition 
from low-level leaded fuel to unleaded fuel, which is 
surely going to become mandatory, probably by 2030 at 
the latest. 

But also because, as a couple of commission members 
put it, “it is the right thing to do”, or, as chairman John 
Hallick put it, “to go along to get along”. 

In other words, to placate airport opponents.

Reassessments: Protesting pays
According to Middleton’s finance director Bill Burns, 

the city’s total assessed value has been reduced by $75 
million (out of a total of $4.8 billion) as a result of 
challenges during the ‘open book’ and Board of Review 
processes to the assessor’s initial reassessment values. 
The challenges with the biggest impact came from 
commercial-property owners who could point successfully 
to lower value adjustments by the State’s Department 
of Revenue. The total reduction is not expected to 
significantly affect residents’ tax bills.



Happy Hour
12:00 - 6:00

75¢ off mixers, taps 
& bottles

Outdoor patio
open for your pleasure.

2611 Branch Street Middleton WI
608-831-0436      bristledboar.com



Appetizers * Soups * Vegetarian * Chicken * Tandoori Specialties 
Lamb, Beef & Seafood

Tandoori Baked Breads * Indo-Chinese * Biryani Specialties
We only serve Halal Meats

Lunch (off menu only)
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Dinner
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Open 7 days a week

6913 University Avenue, Middleton * (608) 824-0324

Open for dine-in, delivery and carry-out!



7531 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton
(608) 203-8891 

www.clothandmetalboutique.com

Environmentally conscious women’s boutique for all fashion lovers, 
offering stylish clothing, handmade fine jewelry, 

and hand-poured candles by the owner.

Owner Lisa McGuire is a passionate designer, 
trained metalsmith, and motivated entrepreneur 

committed to sourcing and creating local, 
sustainable, and environmentally conscious products.

Friendly dogs are also welcome! 
Shop our looks in-store and online.

BALAYAGE * Haircut/Color * Massage * PEDICURE/MANICURE 
Waxing * Eyelash Extensions * Permanent Make-Up * Skin Care

Beauty starts here ...

Hours:
Mon - Thu 9 am - 8 pm * Fri 9 am - 7 pm * Sat 9 am - 5 pm

$10 off for new clients

1810 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 820-1000
BOOK NOW at: www.dgbeautysalon.com
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Photo essay
Birds of Stricker’s Pond
Photos by Rob Conhaim
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GROW YOUR GREEN AT OCB!

www.onecommunity.bank | 608-838-3141 Feel Good Growing

25 Month CD25 Month CD      2.25% APY2.25% APY
$25,000 to open

15 Month CD15 Month CD        1.15% APY1.15% APY
$5,000  to open

Open online or at any OCB bank location today!

*Minimum opening deposit for 25 month CD is $25,000. Certificate of Deposit (CD) provides an interest rate of 2.24% with an annual percentage yield of
2.25%. **Minimum opening deposit for 15 month CD is $5,000. Certificate of Deposit (CD) provides an interest rate of 1.15% with an annual percentage
yield of 1.15%. The interest rate and annual percentage yield will be in effect for 15 or 25 months. Interest will be compounded semi-annually. A penalty will
be imposed for early withdrawal. Offer subject to change without notice. 

*

**

Community CoWorks is home to remote workers and solopreneurs who 
are committed to creating a work/life balance that actually works for 
them.  We value productivity and collaboration and know that the right 
community makes all the difference in the world.

Private offices, dedicated desks and drop in workspace. By the day, 
month or year.   Work options that are right for you and your budget.

Now that we are located inside the Harbor Wellness Center we’re 
bringing a whole other dimension to that balance: 
work, life, play!

work. life. play! 2711 Allen Blvd, Suite 300, Middleton
608-203-6530
communitycoworks.org

ISO: Remote Workers Looking 
for a Community that Promotes 
Productivity and Collaboration.

Ask about discounts for Harbor Members

GARY’S Art & Frame, Ltd
Middleton’s Original Art & Frame Shop
Quality Custom Framing and Fine Art

2029 Parmenter Street, Middleton, WI 53562
608 831 2231 gaf@chorus.net

M-F 10-5:30     SAT 10-4

ART AND FRAMING 

Largest Selection of Frames 
anywhere, specializing in  
Needlework.
We will work within your budget to 
achieve the look you want.

FINE ART & CRAFT

Original Paintings,
Limited Edition Prints
Offset Lithographs
Antique Prints
Fine American Craft, 
Including Art Glass, Ceramics, 
Metal &Wood Sculpture.

SUPERIOR RESTORATION

We work with one of the 
Elite Paper Conservators 
in the area, 
Photo Restoration Services
and
Painting Restoration Services

OUR SERVICES
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■ Complimentary Membership to
 Peter Kraus Fitness
■ Rock Climbing Wall
■ Yoga Studio with Fitness on Demand™ 
■ Pet Friendly with Dog Wash Station

Now Open!
2409 Parmenter St.

Middleton

SHOP  DINE  RELAX
Grace Coffee Co.
Longtable Beer Cafe
Poke Bar
Peter Kraus Fitness
Journeyman Co.

Cloth & Metal Boutique
Fontaine Home
The Refinery Salon
DG Hair & Beauty
One Community Bank

Schedule Your
Tour Today

Enjoy a Variety of Upscale Amenities

7611 Elmwood Ave.
Middleton

LeGrand Real Estate
Guaranteed Rate
Amped Association Management
Jason Thomas Homes
Yahara Certified Public Accountants
US Title & Closing Services

T. Wall Urban Village®    608-575-1018 Ext. 0twallenterprises.com

Leasing Office Hours 
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
608.575.1018 Ext. 0

NOW LEASING ■ STUDIOS, 1 BEDROOM, 2 BEDROOMS & 3 BEDROOMS

■ Club Room with Kitchen, Billiards, 
 Darts & HDTV
■ Electric Car Charging Stations
■ Fire Pit & Grilling Stations
■ Hot Tub (Conservancy Bend)

Timeless Design Salon & Spa
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* Great BurgerGreat Burger and SandwichSandwich menu
* Daily BreakfastBreakfast 

* Prime Rib BreakfastPrime Rib Breakfast on Sunday
* Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials Monday to Friday
* All-You-Can-Eat Fish FryAll-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry on Friday

* 14 TVs14 TVs to watch 
your favorite sports teams

* Meat RafflesMeat Raffles on Saturday, 2 pm

2401 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 827-7285
www.paulsneighborhoodbar.com

Located 1902 Parmenter Street,
in the heart of downtown Middleton

 Featuring 16 rotating draft lines 
of the best beer Wisconsin has to offer

Great pub food 
using locally sourced ingredients

Over 100 bourbons, Scotch whiskies 
and Irish whiskeys to choose from

Happy hour 3 - 6 p.m. Mon - Fri
www.freehousepub.com

Expanded patio areas!
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At various times one can find many different 
fruits and herbs used by Walker Fanning to 
flavor and refine his cider creations at Hidden 

Cave Cidery in Middleton, except for one:
“It’s funny, there are never any apples in here; it’s al-

ways juice,” he says, seemingly bemused by the realiza-
tion.

Walker Fanning is a Middleton High School gradu-
ate and studied agronomy at UW-Madison. After get-
ting his degree, he worked as an orchard manager, in 
the process discovering his passion for apples, especially 
less common heirloom varieties, and developing a taste 
for cider. 

He began making his own (hard) cider in 2018, and 
in early 2021 opened Hidden Cave Cidery at the cor-
ner of Pleasant View Road and Evergreen Road in the 
Middleton business park. What the location lacks in 
downtown vibrancy it makes up for in easy accessibility 
by car, bicycle and on foot: There is plenty of parking, 
and it is right on the Hidden Oaks bike trail (with out-
door patio). The name, by the way, has nothing to do 
with the cidery’s current location (although it sounds 
intriguing enough for people to speculate about the ex-
istence of a hidden cave in the area), but comes from the 
street where Walker Fanning grew up.

The cidery consists of a tasting room and a produc-
tion area, the latter with walk-in cooler, fermentation 
vessels, storage tanks and other equipment necessary to 
make high-quality cider. He can make specialty ciders 
in batches as small as 7.75 gallons, and - currently - as 
large as 55 gallons, although he hopes to be able to in-
crease that to 260 gallons next year. The base ciders are 
a blend of different apples, all locally grown, including 
well known varieties, such as McIntosh, Granny Smith, 
Gala and Fuji, as well as lesser known ones, such as 
Cortland, Northwestern Greening, Haralson, Pinova 
and Spartan.

Walker Fanning spends much of his time in the 
fall and early winter buying apples and pressing juice, 
which can then be frozen for storage and thawed before 
use. The juice ferments for about two weeks at a tem-
perature usually between 68 and 72 degrees Fahrenheit, 
although it can be as low as 55 degrees. 

“But not above eighty degrees, or it will develop 
off-flavors,” he explains.

The cider is then matured, not least to perfect the 
tannin content. The finished product has an alcohol by 
volume (abv) content that varies between five and seven 
percent. His ‘Old World Dry’ for instance, a blend of 
more then thirty (!) apple varieties, most of them heir-
looms, has an abv content of 6.8%. 

Most of his ciders are flavored with other fruit, as 

Hidden Cave Cidery
The magic of apples

Hidden Cave Cidery owner Walker Fanning 
getting some raw material at Albion Prairie Farm

By George Zens
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well as herbs, flowers, hops and decidedly unexpected ingredients, such as peanut 
butter, chocolate or hazelnut, and we are not going to mention the ‘roasted sweet po-
tato’ one he made for this year’s Dow Scoggins U.S. Open Cider Championship. For 
that same competition, by the way, the results of which will be known on November 
14, he also made an ‘elderflower holy basil’ cider, a ‘framboise (raspberry) agave’ cider 
and a ‘honeysuckle French toast’ cider, to name but these. The competition accepts 
entries in 25 categories, and his fit in neatly.

“Consumers want new flavors all the time, and I take inspiration where I can find 
it, often from creative brewers.”

His special ciders are often developed around events (the chocolate/hazelnut for 
Valentine’s Day, for example) or by special order. The ‘Poet’s Mead’ (“although it’s 
not a mead”), made with strawberry puree, lime and (local) honey, was thus original-
ly created for a Third Coast Chamber Collective performance.

Walker Fanning uses local and fresh ingredients as much as possible. While it is 
often a time-consuming and labor-intensive process, the results are worth the effort, 
and with experience he becomes more efficient:

“It is a learning curve. A recipe that at first took twelve hours might later take 
only four hours after I have learned how to do things differently. Cost and time 
come down with experience, bulk purchases and the right tools - larger juicer, for 
instance.”

Recent and current concoctions available in bottles or on tap at the tasting room 
include ‘lemongrass/lavender’ (also in a version aged in sorghum whiskey barrels), 
‘hibiscus/juniper’, ‘raspberry/agave’ and, perhaps unavoidably, ‘cascade hopped’.

The tasting room is inviting and large enough for music and other events, with a 
minimalist apple-themed decor. A rotating selection of six different ciders is always 
available on tap, and bottles can be found at many fine liquor and grocery stores in 
the area.

Hidden Cave Cidery
2500 Pleasant View Road, Suite 102, Middleton
608-213-7396
www.hiddencavecidery.com

Measuring the sugar content in still-young cider 
using a graduated cylinder. Eventually the final 

product will be available on tap in the tasting room 
and - bottled - in local liquor and grocery stores.



Package Includes:

Specialty trips designed
just for the girls!

February 1-8, 2023February 1-8, 2023

Lisbon, PortugalLisbon, Portugal

• 6 Nights at the Hotel
Mundial

• Air from Chicago
returning to Madison

• Exclusive Private
City Tour

• Welcome Dinner
• Breakfast Daily

• Optional Exclusive Tours
Available

• Round-Trip Airport
Transfers

• Baggage Handling
• Airport & Hotel Taxes
• Girls Getaway Gift
• Middleton Travel Escort

Girls GetawayGirls Getaway
The Girls are Back!

Call
today!
Only a

few seats
remain!

Middleton Travel, (608) 831-4664 ext 0
travel@middletontravel.com

Chicago - Christmas ShoppingChicago - Christmas Shopping
December 3, 2022December 3, 2022

Specialty trips designedSpecialty trips designed
just for the girls!just for the girls!

Girls GetawayGirls Getaway

Package Includes:
• Visit the Annual
Christkindlmarket

• Round-Trip Deluxe
Motor Coach

• Snack Bag & Water

• Individual Sandwich
On Way Home

• Girls Getaway Gift
• Middleton Travel Escort

Middleton Travel, (608) 831-4664 ext 0
travel@middletontravel.com

Middleton
Travel

831-4664
www.middletontravel.com

The Jimmys in Cancun
February 12-19, 2023

• 7 nights accommodations at the
all-inclusive Now Emerald Cancun
Resort located in Cancun’s Hotel
Zone on a gorgeous sandy beach
with outstanding gardens, lagoon,
and ocean views.

• Two performances by
The Jlmmys 7 piece band

• Round-trip Airfare from Chicago to
Cancun, Mexico

• Private Group Airport Transfers
• Gratuities, transfers, taxes and fees
Included

• All-Inclusive 5-star Hotel
• 8 Restaurants
• 7 Bars & Lounges

• All meals, snacks and beverages
with Room Service from 7:00 AM
- 9:00 PM

• Private 1 hour cocktail reception.
• Exclusive Dinner with the Jimmys
• Exclusive Group Events
• Free WIFI in public areas
• Three pools on the resort
• Non-motorized Water Sports
• Entertainment
• Fitness Center & Trainer
• Middleton Travel Escort
• Middleton Travel Gift

GROUP ONLY EXCLUSIVES

(608) 831-4664 ext 0
travel@middletontravel.com

2831 Parmenter Street • Suite 190 • Middleton, WI 53562

Discerning people read Middleton Review.

For advertising 
information, 

please contact 
George Zens.

Telephone: 
(608) 516-4464

Email: 
middletonreview@

gmail.com
Middleton

Review



Tuesday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. * Saturday - Sunday: 6:30 - Noon
2227 Parmenter Street, Middleton  *  (608) 831-3773

Breakfast & lunch as it used to be.
Daily specials. Fast and friendly service.

Sports Bar with amazing food, craft beer, 
events and bowling too!

• Daily lunch and dinner specials

• Best fish fry in Middleton on Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

• Sunday breakfast 8:00 am - 12:00 noon.

• Private banquet and bowling parties to 
bring the office team back together, and 
also great for birthdays, anniversaries, 
holidays, ...

• Upstairs lounge with lots of space.

• Trivia every Thursday night at 7:00 pm

• Shuttle bus to Badger home football games

6815 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 831-5238

www.sportbowl.com
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As Mike Frank tells the story of the Frank Bev-
erage Group, it all started with his grandfather 
Ezra, who came here from Russia with his 

brother, landed a job in a grocery store, then, “classic 
story”, bought the grocery store in around 1910. 

“The story goes he wasn’t satisfied with the quality 
of produce that he was sourcing for this little store, so 
he started taking the train to Chicago and picking out 
quality produce to bring back. Over time, the Frank 
Brothers grocery store developed a reputation for the 
place to get quality produce in downtown Madison. 
Around 1920, he saw an opportunity in using trucks 
to create a produce distribution business, and so he op-
erated this little grocery store, but also the Frank Food 
Company.”

That got them through Prohibition, but its repeal 
on 1933 December 5 meant that stores and breweries 
needed logistical help to deliver. Another business op-
portunity: 

“We had a delivery system, we had a warehouse, so 
in 1933 we started distributing liquor. We also started 
selling Budweiser in 1933, one of the brands we don’t 
sell currently, but is a competitor right now. He even-
tually purchased an apple orchard in Gays Mills, called 
the Frank Orchard. At the time, maybe early 1940s, it 
was one of the largest apple orchards in the U.S., but 
through the fifties and sixties we divested of the grocery 
store and produce distributorship, and the orchard, so 
we could focus on beverages and alcohol.”

In the late sixties the business split up when the fam-
ily broke off into two factions: “My immediate family 
kept our liquor business, another side kept the Bud-
weiser distribution until the seventies, and that business 
itself has gone through a couple of ownership changes 
and is now one of our competitors, Wisconsin Distrib-
utors in Sun Prairie.”

Frank Beverage was one of the original businesses in 
the Middleton industrial park, setting up shop in the 
early seventies: “Our neighbor here for a while was 7Up  
and eventually we bought their building.

Historically they operated separate businesses for 
beer/wine and liquor, “and there was literally a dividing 
line in our warehouse separating the activities. We have 
since combined these functions at least in the back of 
the house, and now you see the products co-mingled. 
But for much of our history, they were separate, and you 

Frank Beverage Group
A pioneer and leader from humble beginnings

Mike Frank in one of the keg coolers where 
pasteurized beer is kept at a low temperature. A 

separate cooler stores craft and unpasteurized beers.
Facing page: Loaded pallets ready for shipping have 
been shrink-wrapped and weighed, ensuring close to 

100% accuracy in order-fulfillment.
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would see a Frank Liquor truck and a separate Frank 
Beer truck. Much of that had to do with the fact that 
our beer company and our liquor company had geo-
graphical differences in their servicing areas.”

These service areas are now aligned and the separa-
tion no longer necessary: “So now we have everything 
on the same truck delivered to the same customer.”

Frank Beverage has three separate distributorships: 
Frank Beer based here in Middleton, Lacrosse Beverage 
based in Lacrosse with a warehouse in Onalaska, and 
a Milwaukee beer operation in Sussex that covers the 
Milwaukee area, and then the liquor company, Frank 
Liquor, based here in Middleton, which also services 
the Lacrosse area: “We basically service the southern 
half of Wisconsin for beer.”

The  combined companies sell about 18.5 million 
cases annually in Wisconsin; Middleton by itself goes 
through about 7 million cases of beer and another mil-
lion of wine and spirits.

“We are business to business, so we only do business 
with licensed accounts - taverns, restaurants, as well as 
retailers, from national chains like Walmart or Cost-
co to regional and local chains and individual locally 
owned stores. We have a team of support staff, sales peo-
ple, merchandisers, category managers, that call on the 
accounts representing all these brands, promote these 
brands, sell new products, work with those accounts to 
profitably sell beverage alcohol, develop menus, hang 
signs, neons, mirrors or the various tools that we use to 
help entice consumers to choose these brands, and then 
of course we have a delivery team that comes with the 
truck typically the next day. So the cadence usually is 
that we’ll call on an account on a Wednesday with our 
sales team and then they see the truck in 24 hours the 
next day with their order.”

From the first warehouse fifty years ago, the company 
has continually expanded, and has now almost a quarter 
of a million square feet of warehouse space in Middle-

ton. 
“In the warehouse there are probably roughly 

420,000 cases of beer right now and, I’m going to guess, 
about 120,000 cases of wine and spirits. We have usu-
ally around ten to twelve inbound beer loads, full semis 
that come to us from the breweries like New Glarus, 
Toppling Goliath and others. We receive it, we tag it 
with a sticker which indicates the receiving time and 
the production date, and then we immediately put it 
into a specific location in our warehouse. So we’re con-
stantly tracking these items as they are received and 
moved through our system because they are food prod-
ucts. They have code dates, and in the event that there 
is a recall we know exactly what product is affected and 
where to find it. That happens frequently enough, but 
our system allows us to keep track of it, and of course 
alcohol is also a controlled substance, so there is a lot 
of required tracking. We know exactly where we sent 
affected products. For example, three or four years ago 



Member FDIC 5515 Monona Drive, Monona, WI 53716  •  (608) 223-3000

It’s Easy. 
SCAN THE QR CODE TO OPEN YOUR ACCOUNTS ONLINE TODAY. 
If you prefer to open your account in person, stop by any of our 
nine locations or call (608) 223-3000 to talk to a Banking Advisor.

JUST FOLLOW THESE TWO EASY STEPS:

Your $300 bonus will be deposited into your new non-interest-bearing account within 90 days after you complete the two easy steps above. Of course, 
you’ll need to keep your accounts in good standing and actively use your new accounts and services (5+ transactions per month). While we truly value our 
current clients, this special offer is only available to households that have not received a similar bonus in the past and don’t currently have a checking  
account with us. Offer expires on December 31, 2022.

OPEN a True Checking account ($100 minimum deposit to open) and at least one additional  
deposit product, like a savings or money market account. Our True Checking account makes your 
banking simple with no minimum daily balance requirement and no monthly service charge.  
 
MOVE your payroll or monthly Social Security direct deposit to your new checking account to 
start taking advantage of the many benefits Monona Bank offers. Our ClickSWITCH® tool 
makes it easy to move your direct deposit, automatic payments and more!

1

2

VISIT mononabank.com TO FIND A LOCATION NEAR TO YOU.

BELLEVILLE  |  BROOKLYN  |  COTTAGE GROVE  |  CROSS PLAINS  |  MADISON  |  MIDDLETON  |  MONONA  |  SAUK PRAIRIE

35,000 + 
Surcharge-free 
ATM Network

True Mobile  
Banking App

Send money by text  
or email to friends  
and family.

Digital Wallet 
Apple Pay,® Google Pay,™ 
Samsung Pay,® PayPal™  
and Visa® Checkout.

Text and 
Email Alerts

True Mobile Deposit 
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Corona had a risk of an issue with their bottle caps and 
within 48 hours we were able to pick all affected cases 
of beer to make sure that they were returned.”

They generally keep fifteen to thirty days of supply 
of any individual item on hand, keeping products that 
sell by the bottle in a separate area from those that sell 
by the pallet.

“Our biggest brands on the liquor side are Captain 
Morgan, Jameson and Fireball. For beers Molson Coors 
is our largest supplier, slightly less than half our volume, 
with brands like Miller Light, Coors Light, High Life, 
Blue Moon and Leinenkugel. Our next largest supplier 
would be New Glarus, and then the Constellation port-
folio products, like Modelo, Heineken and Guinness. 
We have roughly sixty suppliers and they range in size 
from global giants like Heineken and Molson Coors 
down to locals like Lake Louie. We have a very diverse 
portfolio.”

Like most other businesses, Frank Beverage also ex-
periences supply chain issues:

“Pre-covid, if a customer ordered 100 cases of any-
thing we could deliver 99. Our goal is to carry a healthy 
amount of back stock, and we try to make sure that we 
can fulfill what our customers want, but there were mo-
ments in the last two years where major suppliers had 
fill rates in the eighty percent range. You could see the 
holes at the retail stores. It’s been tough, and not just 
for finished goods like beer or liquor, but also for sup-
port items, like coasters and neons. We are still working 
through lots of bumps, and freight is also an issue. For-
tunately, we are managing that a lot better than most 
since we have our own transport company, and send 
our own trucks to Milwaukee, to Central Waters, to 
Iowa to pick up loads of beer. We don’t have to rely on 
a third-party carrier. We lease trucks from Ryder and 
they have an onsite shop here so we can almost do 99% 
of our fleet repairs right here on site. We also have a 
mechanic who doesn’t just fix forklifts but also a whole 
lot of other stuff that we use down here. Besides this 
facility, we have a smaller warehouse in Milton and an-
other one in Fennimore, so with eighteen trucks out of 
Milton and another six out of Fennimore that’s roughly 
sixty delivery trucks that deliver all the products here.”

In spite of his many years and experience in the bev-
erage business, Mike Frank is still occasionally taken by 
surprise by what does or does not sell:

“The popularity of seltzers took me by surprise; they 
didn’t even exist six years ago! My first reaction at the 
presentation for White Claw by Mike’s Hard Lemon-
ade was ‘why would anyone drink something like that’, 
but I was wrong. Seltzers have turned into a monster 
and we have some of the most popular brands: White 
Claw is made by our partner Mike’s Hard Lemonade, 
Truly by our supplier partner Boston Beer, and Molson 
Coors also has a nice line-up of seltzers.”

Out of more than 970 employees, about 300 are 
based in Middleton.

Since the 1990s, the warehouse space has not only 
expanded considerably, but also been modernized with 
new tracking and picking systems that allow the com-

pany to quickly and efficiently keep tabs on what’s 
where and fill orders for its thousands of different ‘stock 
keeping units’ (SKU):

“We have about 7,000 different items for wine and 
spirits, selling it by the case and also by the single bottle. 
Beer we get by the pallet, but we have far fewer SKU - 
about 800 to 900 for seven million cases of volume. So, 
fewer SKUs but higher volume.”

The covid pandemic had, and still has, consequences 
for the company:

“It had a big effect on our operation. Obviously, shut-
downs were dramatic on taverns and restaurants. When 
the shutdowns happened, our teams immediately went 
out and picked up every single case and every single keg 
as long as it wasn’t opened, and credited the account. At 
that time we thought, just like everybody else, that it 
would be for a couple of weeks, and we didn’t want beer 
to sit in kegs and spoil, so we just figured we would have 
to keep the wheels spinning. But we ended up having 
to dump 30,000 kegs of beer in March and April of 
2020. Fortunately, we found a local partner, Dancing 
Goat Distillery in Cambridge, that took the beer that 
we decanted, and distilled it down, salvaged the alco-
hol and created hand sanitizer. So it wasn’t a complete 
loss, and we managed at least to turn it into something 
that was needed at the time. But our keg business is 
still not what it used to be. We track draft lines, and if 
there were 10,000 draft lines in the greater Madison 
area before the pandemic, maybe there are 8,000 now. 
Accounts that used to have twelve lines, now have may-
be only eight or ten. They still don’t want to tie up lines 
and money with kegs of beer unless they can be sure to 
sell it in time.”

Their biggest draft beer sellers in the Frank Beverage 
distribution area, by the way, are Miller Lite and Spot-
ted Cow.

The wholesale beverage business is different from 
many others in that it combines, franchise-like, a guar-
anteed territory, a monopoly if you will, with fierce 
competition between brands and among distributors:

“We compete against four or so different beer dis-
tributors in Madison, but we each have our own unique 
portfolio of products that we compete each other with. 
Ultimately, our desire is for a consumer to walk into a 
bar or a liquor store and buy one of our brands and not 
one of our competitors’. So we don’t compete against 
another New Glarus distributor on our turf. The con-
tracts that we have with each of these suppliers has an 
exclusive service area.”

So how do they compete?
“We all perform more or less the the same functions, 

but in terms of support and resources, we have a ded-
icated and passionate selling team that goes out and 
works with businesses to help them sell. We have a sep-
arate facility for sales support with a ten-person graphic 
center where they make signs, banners and other cus-
tomized point of sale items. That’s also where we have 
the point of sale items that we purchase - neons, lights, 
mirrors, other decorative items. Consumers ultimately 
purchase the brands that they see. We have shelf-stock-

ers, merchandisers, special-events people, and a whole 
marketing team that is devoted to social media and oth-
er advertising, like radio, billboards, in conjunction with 
our different suppliers. The marketing plan for each 
supplier is different, so we are not just the logistics, but 
also the local selling arm of those breweries and suppli-
ers. I like to think that we are better because we have a 
better team, a bigger team and brands that are leading 
in their categories.”
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View of the labyrinthine conveyer system to get 
the thousands of different products from where they 
are to where they should be after orders have been 

placed.



www.greeneniesen.com

Insurance Of All Types
Auto * Homeowners * Business * Life

SR 22 Filing * Motorcycle * Boat * Renters

Greene-Niesen
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Since 1950

We welcome Internet 
and Phone Quotes

gnins@chorus.net 
Fax 608-831-4656

608-831-3168
6810 University Ave * Middleton

Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Tuesdays and Fridays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s online newsletter



"A delightful shop filled with artisan gifts,

local goods and vintage finds."

1834 Parmenter St., Middleton  608.833.1633

We are open!

 See theregalfind.com for current hours

&

Visit our online store 

(curbside pickup available)

 

“IF YOU THINK A GOOD IMPORT 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN IS 
EXPENSIVE, TRY A BAD ONE!” 

 

SERVICING ONLY LATE MODEL IMPORT 
VEHICLES… 

SEE OUR BRANDS BELOW. 
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www.dunnsimport.com 
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Louisianne’s etc.
Step into the French Quarter of New Orleans in Middleton!

7464 Hubbard Avenue Avenue, Middleton
www.louisiannes.com

For reservations & take-out, please call (608) 831-1929
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 5 p.m. to close

Live music every Friday and Saturday from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
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helped to accommodate Middleton’s growing population.  However, 
the rapid growth necessitated a major change … an entirely new 

elementary facility, known as 
Sauk Trail School, built on 
Branch Street in1953. 
 
High School … 1918 -- Now … 
 
In 1918, work began on the third Middleton High School, which was 
built for $32,400 on a 3-acre North Avenue tract costing $1,500.  
Designed for 150 students, the building was formally dedicated on Feb. 
4, 1919.  The High School (on Bristol St.) that Middleton and Cross 
Plains students attend today is the result of several additions to the 

1918 building during the mid to late 1940s and a building constructed in 1949 still serves as part of the current 
school. More additions and renovations occurred in the mid to late 1960s and a major addition in 1980 not 
only expanded the facility but also marked the demolition of the 1918 structure.  After two failed referendums 
to build a second high school, the Middleton Fire Company agreed to give a portion of the adjoining Firemen’s 
park, so the high school could expand, and the District would remain with one high school.  During 2001-2003, 
additional high school expansion occurred, leading to room for 2,000 students. 
 
Population Growth – More School Expansion … 
 
New school construction and additions to existing buildings have attempted to keep pace with growth in 
Middleton, Cross Plains and the surrounding neighborhoods.  Sauk Trail Elementary School received a major 
addition in 1955 followed by other changes over the past 60 years.  Kromrey Middle School, originally called 
Parkside Heights, was built in 1962 on Donna Drive.  In 1967, the School Board changed the name to honor 
Edward G. Kromrey, who served the District for 27 years as teacher, principal and superintendent.  The school 
received several additions over the next 30 years; however, the entire structure was demolished in 2015 when 
the replacement school, accommodating grades 5-8, was completed.   
 
Northside School, built in 1976 on High Road, was soon part of the growing north end of the district, and it has 
received several additions/renovations. In 1987 (following a successful 1985 referendum), a third Elm Lawn 
School opened its doors on Woodgate Rd.   The second Elm Lawn School on South Ave. was soon renovated to 
serve as the District Administrative Center and the original Elm Lawn facility torn down.  In 2001, Middleton 
Alternative Senior High building was constructed and it was later renamed to Clark Street Community School. 
 
Consolidation of the Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District … 
 
Consolidation or integration of Township Schools into a single District was a contested issue during the 1960s, 
however, a favorable vote in 1965 led to its implementation in 1968.  The school district now includes the City 
and Town of Middleton, Village and Town of Cross Plains and portions of Madison, Town of Berry and the 
Town of Springfield. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baltes, Melissa.  A Brief History of the Middleton-Cross Plains School District, Unpublished manuscript, December 20, 1990, 9 p. 
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Gordon, Lorena D.  Middleton High School 1879-1979 Our first One hundred years, The Printing Place, Middleton, WI, 1979, 29 p. 
Jacobs, Herbert, editor.  The Middleton Centennial Book, Published by Middleton Centennial, Inc., Middleton, WI, 1956, p. 83-84. 
Klamer, Sue.  Local School History is Detailed, Middleton Times-Tribune, June 27, 1985. 
Kromrey, Edward G.  Notes and Interview Transcripts, on file at Middleton Area Historical Society, 1975, 1990. 
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Bringing a communal experience to craft beer and foodBringing a communal experience to craft beer and food

7545 Hubbard Avenue - Downtown Middleton Center - (608) 841-2337 - www.longtablebeercafe.com

Open for 
lunch and dinner

Tue.- Sat. 11:30 am - 10:00 pm

Free underground parking Free underground parking 
in Middleton Center in Middleton Center 

parking garage. parking garage. 
Enter on Parmenter Street.Enter on Parmenter Street.

TOSH WASHINGTON SHOE SHINE PARLOR

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
2564 Branch Street, Suite B7 (basement), Middleton

(608) 957-5805 * www.toshshoeshine.com

Clean and shine (no repairs).
Will pick up and deliver (minimum 5 pairs).

Prices:
Shoes (men’s or women’s) - $10.00 per pair

Short boots - $10.00 per pair
Long boots - $13.00 per pair

Please call for appointment before dropping off shoes.

ERSLAND LAW OFFICES

Experienced Legal Advice in a Relaxed and Caring Atmosphere

2564 Branch Street, Suite B9
Middleton

(608) 831-7760
Proudly Serving the Middleton Community

For Over 35 Years.

Estate Planning
Probate

Real Estate
Tax Preparation

Edith L. Ersland
Attorney at Law
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The Rowley House, built in 1868 by Middleton Doctor Newman C. Rowley, was constructed for a total cost of 
$800.  The 30,000 yellow-clay bricks were from a brickyard in Edgerton (& perhaps Milwaukee).  In July of 
1868, the house was insured for $2000.  The Rowley House is a common 19th century residential vernacular 
form (domestic and functional) known as a Gabled Ell.  This style was quite often found in rural Wisconsin.  
The porch provides the only ornamental details in the form of brackets and turned posts.  Stone lintels and 
sills frame the double-hung sash windows; muntin bars separate the six individual panes in each sash.  

 
The two-story house was occupied by Dr. Newman C. 
Rowley until his death in 1871.  He was the first of 
three generations of Rowley doctors to reside in the 
house at 7410 Hubbard Avenue.  His son, Antinous A. 
and grandson, Antinous G.  (commonly referred to as 
A.G.) carried on the family’s medical legacy as they 
cared for Middleton area residents. The house served 
as a residence only and was never used as a Doctor’s 
office.  A.G. Rowley grew up in the house, but lived 
there only a few years while practicing medicine. 

 
Arlene Rowley Morhoff (daughter of Dr. A.A. Rowley and his second wife, thus A.G.’s half sister) continued 
living in the home until her death in 1988; hence the home witnessed 120 years of unbroken Rowley family 
occupancy.   Arlene’s son Dan Morhoff inherited the house and offered it to the Middleton Area Historical 
Society in 1989.  Mr. Gilsie T. Techam, a local farmer, donated the money to purchase the house; this allowed 
society artifacts to be moved from the basement of City Hall to new quarters in the home for preservation and 
display.  
 
The Middleton Area Historical Society, a private non-profit 
organization now owns and operates the Rowley House 
Museum.  Many of the old artifacts are now on display in the 
various rooms that are open to the public for viewing (1-4 pm, 
Tuesday & Saturday, mid-April to mid-October).  The Rowley 
House is a Middleton Landmark and was placed on the National 
Registry of Historic Places in 1999. 

 
 
 
Over the years, a few home repairs have been necessary:  
a new front porch in 1995, the building of the carriage 
house (an adjunct to the house that contains many 
additional artifacts), the replacement and enlargement of 
the back porch, and most recently the renovation of the 
kitchen and bathroom (including new floors).  These 
projects have been completed with the hard work and 
dedication of many Historical Society volunteers. 

Early Photo of the Rowley House 

Dr. Rowley's Office next door to Rowley House 

The Rowley House 

The Rowley House in 2014 



Middleton history

Middleton Review issue 129 - December 2022/Dec ‘22                                                                45

 

Middleton Area Historical Society, Middleton, Wisconsin 
www.middletonhistory.org 

Rowley House Museum, 7410 Hubbard Avenue 
Middleton Depot Tourism Center, 1811  Parmenter Street 

 

TThhee  RRoowwlleeyy  DDooccttoorrss  ooff  MMiiddddlleettoonn  
 
After first working as a teacher in Ohio and then a farmer in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, Newman C. Rowley (born in New York) received a medical diploma 
from the Cincinnati College of Medicine & Surgery in 1854 (the College’s first 
graduating class).  Dr. Rowley then apprenticed with a Janesville doctor before 
starting his own practice in Verona.  After moving to Middleton Junction in 
1864, Dr. Newman C. Rowley soon realized that the village (and later city) of 
Middleton was a growing community with people and businesses rapidly 
moving there, so he relocated his practice to this “busy hub” in 1866.    Hanging 
out his sign “Surgeon and Horse Doctor, Enter Here” Dr. Rowley was soon 
providing medical treatment to area families and their livestock. 

 
Dr. Newman C. Rowley’s oldest son, Antinous A. was born in Ohio in 1841.  
After serving in the Civil War (11th Wisconsin Vol. Infantry), Antinous soon 
completed his medical studies at Rush College in Chicago, receiving his 
doctor’s degree in 1867 and in 1868 moved to Middleton and joined his 
father’s practice.  Dr. Newman C. Rowley opened a Drug Store with medical 
offices upstairs in the late 1860s.  Located at 7452 Hubbard Avenue the 
building carried the name “Rowley & Son” but was subsequently the site of 
many other businesses.  
 
Unfortunately Dr. Newman C. Rowley lived in the Hubbard Avenue home only 
three years, dying in September, 1871.  Dr. Antinous A. Rowley moved into 
the home following his father’s passing and around 1885 built a new office 
building just west of the yellow-brick house.  Dr. A.A. Rowley practiced 
medicine in Middleton for about 34 years, dying in 1902 at the age of 61.   

 
 
Another Rowley, Antinous G., would eventually follow his ancestor’s 
medical path in Middleton.  Born in 1875, “A.G.” Rowley graduated 
from Middleton High School and, like his father, received a doctor’s 
degree from Rush Medical College in Chicago.  Starting his medical 
career in Prairie du Chien, WI, Dr. A.G. Rowley returned to Middleton 
when his father became ill and took over the aging doctor’s practice. 
Dr. A.G. Rowley married in 1907 and soon left the old Rowley house, 
building a new home at 7320 Elmwood Avenue in 1909.  
 
The third Dr. Rowley to practice in Middleton would frequently travel 
to numerous neighboring communities, often in very poor weather 
conditions, to treat patients.  He was one of the first in Middleton to 
own an automobile, a 1905 Franklin, and as the story goes would take 
the motor apart and store parts in his office during the winter months.  
In 1903, he moved his office from the small building next door to the 
second floor of the new bank building farther west on Hubbard Ave.  
Dr. A.G. Rowley died in 1956 at the age of 81. 

 

Dr. Antinous A. Rowley 

Dr. Antinous G. Rowley 

Dr. Newman C. Rowley 





3509 Tribeca Drive, Middleton
(Behind Middleton Ford)

TritonAutoSpa.com

• The latest in State-of-the-Art, brushless equipment!
• Sustainable and green - recycled water is used forthe under chassis flush.

• Automated kiosks = contact free.
• Kids will have a blast squirting the Triton soap blasters!

• Save time with our on-site MOKA drive-thru kiosk after your wash.
• Spacious customer lounge with free WiFi.

• Full-Service and Express Washes with Self-Service Vacuums.
• Fat tires accommodated.

• 3 Dog Wash Stations.



The Village 
Green

Old Fashioned Tavern

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials
Tuesday:Tuesday:

Taco Tuesday - $3.00 TacosTaco Tuesday - $3.00 Tacos
Wednesday:Wednesday:

Sloppy Joe - $8.50Sloppy Joe - $8.50
Thursday:Thursday:

Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50

Downtown Middleton
Across from Middleton Center

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday

11:00 am until noon
Our famous burger, only

$3.00!
(add cheese $0.50)

Must be seated by noon!

7508 Hubbard Avenue  Middleton, WI
(609) 831-9962  *  thevillagegreen608@gmail.com

Serving Tuesday - Saturday 
from 11:00 am

SHOW YOUR PICKLE

Exclusive deals 
for pickle holders!

(Pickle must be present)

Friday Tavern Fish FryFriday Tavern Fish Fry
Fridays

Starting at 3 pm
Fish Dinner: $15.00

Shrimp Dinner: $15.00
1/2 & 1/2 Dinner
(Shrimp & Fish): 

$15.00

Lunch Only (11 am - 2 pm)
Fish Basket: $9.50

Fish Sandwich: $8.50
Shrimp N’ Fries Basket: $10.50

FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION


