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2105 Parview Road, Middleton * (608) 836-8500



Your neighborhood hardware store, time center and garden supply source.
Locally owned and operated.

6305 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 238-0251 * www.wolffkubly.com * find us on facebook

3113 LAURA LANE  •  MIDDLETON, WI 53562

608.831.5557

IMPECCABLE CUSTOMER SERVICE AND AUTO REPAIR

I’m a soccer mom with a full time 
job. There’s simply no time for 
me to be worrying about my car’s 
reliability. The team at Wrench 
Auto Service gives me peace of 
mind so I can focus on getting 
my kids from point A to point B. 

C. Bowers
Car nickname: “Sockmom”

Wrench Auto makes sure my car 
is dependable so I don’t have to 
give it a second thought.

READ REVIEWS AT SURECRITIC.COM/REVIEWS/WRENCH-AUTO

7535 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 310-8002
fontainehome.com

Welcome! We have an amazing store, exciting design services, 
and fabulous home accessories and furnishings from around 

the globe. These make up the Fontaine Home Lifestyle, 
and we hope you will join us and live it.

6670 University Avenue, Middleton * 608.827.7766 * www.todaystrendsmadison.com

Providing quality hair and nail care 
for men, women and children.

Great selection of clothing & accessories, 
jewelry, body care products and gift sets.



5372 Old Middleton Road, Madison, WI 53705
Telephone: (608) 233-1410

www.knochesbutchershop.com
Hours:  * Monday – Saturday 7 am - 5 pm * Sunday closed

We offer only high grades of choice and prime beef, pork, poultry, lamb and veal.
We are the place for custom cuts and hard to find specialty meats.

Our 32-foot meat case is filled with meats cut daily on premise.
For your convenience, we also offer a deli featuring homemade entrees, salads and party trays, 

a full line of groceries, as well as beer, wine and spirits.
Please check our website for a list of the fine bars and restaurants that serve our meats, and for our weekly specials.
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Middleton’s online newsletter

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.
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• Award-winning craft beer bar • 18 craft beers on draft, including Belgians and imports • Great bottled beer selection • Nice wines • 50+ 
premium whiskies • Full bar • Antique civil-war era bar • Ample bicycle parking in front • Auto parking in the rear off Milwaukee Street 

• No TVs here • Great conversation over a properly poured beer • Music most Mondays/Tuesdays (check Facebook for our music calendar) 
• MC/VISA/Discover/Amex accepted • ATM on-site

Open 4:00-10:00 Monday-Friday and 2:00-10:00 Saturday/Sunday



Zensible observations

Subscribe to Middleton e-View, the Middleton Review’s online newsletter

by George Zens
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7457 Elmwood Avenue, Middleton * 836-6614 * sofrabistro.com

Open Tuesday - Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

American breakfast & lunch 
with a Mediterranean twist

Locally 
owned and 
operated 
since 1991

Enjoy our 
patio seating

GOURMET PIZZA * FRESH PASTA * HOMEMADE GELATO * MARTINI BAR

1828 Parmenter Street * Middleton * 608.833.0033 * villadolcecafe.com

HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 5:00 PM - CLOSE

Patio seating * Dine-in * Delivery * Carry-out * Curbside pick-up

www.greeneniesen.com

Insurance Of All Types
Auto * Homeowners * Business * Life

SR 22 Filing * Motorcycle * Boat * Renters

Greene-Niesen
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Since 1950

We welcome Internet 
and Phone Quotes

gnins@chorus.net 
Fax 608-831-4656

608-831-3168
6810 University Ave * Middleton



City referendum: The fruits of dithering

With 4 votes to 3, the Middleton city council 
decided, on August 2, to ask voters to approve 
exceeding the property-tax levy cap by $770,000 
through a November 9 referendum. Voted in favor: 
Kathy Olson (district 1), Lisa Janairo (district 6), Dan 
Ramsey (district 7) and Randall Crow (district 8). 
Voted against: Katy Nelson (district 3), Emily Kuhn 
(district 4) and Luke Fuszard (district 5). Kendra 
Wochos (district 2) was absent. The three who voted 
against the motion did so not because they were 
against a referendum, but because they wanted to 
ask for more money, namely $1 million. A motion to 
hire a public relations firm to help convince voters to 
vote ‘yes’ on the referendum question was approved 
unanimously.

The votes were preceded by a discussion that 
illustrated some of the defining characteristics of 
Middleton city councils past and present: delaying the 
inevitable, abdicating on tough decisions, being penny-
wise and pound-foolish. It also did not help matters 
that city staff threw a wrench into the operation by 
changing the focus of the referendum.

The referendum issue has been a topic of discussion 
in city hall for several years, including at city council 
level. Finance director Bill Burns has issued regular 
warnings about a looming shortfall in the general 
fund (from which operating costs are paid), forcing 
the city to either cut costs or increase revenues (or 
both). While the property tax levy does go up every 
year, the rate of these yearly increases is limited by 
state law to the increase in ‘net new construction’, 
with - and city officials can’t stress this enough - no 
adjustment for inflation. The city council’s practice has 
traditionally been to muddle through with one-time 
stop-gaps and other temporary measures (the city’s 
finance department is actually quite ingenious at 
finding those), and while the possibility of a levy-cap 
referendum cropped up regularly at budget time, and 
council members just as regularly acknowledged the 
need for more city staff, and praised city staff for all its 
hard work, and pledged all their support for city staff, 
they lacked the courage of their public convictions, 
and their support routinely stopped just short of actual 
substantive and sustainable help.

This tradition of dithering and nail-biting and 
indecision is in marked contrast to the school board, 
which is quite shameless in asking taxpayers for 
more money, and which, in the best tradition of its 
financial profligacy, will not only be asking taxpayers in 
November for a whopping extra $25 million to cover 
operating expenses, but is apparently gearing up for 

another referendum after that, maybe as early as April 
of next year.

The referendum discussions in city hall regularly 
centered around the need for more staff, especially 
police officers, and police chief Troy Hellenbrand 
warned the council - again - that without more 
officers, his department would have to start cutting 
back on community engagement and on responding to 
service calls. According to him, the number of officers 
has not kept pace with the increase in population, and, 
at 1.7 per 1000, Middleton currently has the lowest 
ratio of police officers to residents in recent memory, 
significantly below the national average of 2.4 per 
1000.

Previous discussions therefore revolved mostly 
about how many police officers and/or dispatchers 
should be added to the department, and which other 
departments should also get additional staff (the parks 
department and the public works department cropped 
up regularly, as did, much more recently, the need for a 
communications specialist). 

City staff, however, abruptly changed the focus of 
these discussions with the three referendum-scenario 
proposals it submitted to the council on August 2. 
At the center now was not the need for more police 
officers and other staff, but for pay increases for 
existing employees: 4%, at a cost of $400,000, no 
matter the total referendum amount. At a $500,000 
amount (the lowest scenario), that would have left just 
$100,000 for more staff, or one police officer. At the 
approved amount of $770,000, the pay increases are 
still the bulk of the extra money, and it was only at $1 
million that more money would actually have gone to 
increasing staffing levels than to pay raises.

Human resources manager Brian Wolhaupter 
justified this new approach with the difficulties the 
city experiences in retaining existing employees and in 
recruiting new ones. 

The $770,000 proposal would add two police 
officers, a parks crew member and a ‘communications/
management analyst’. The $1 million proposal, 
besides the $400,000 for the 4% pay increase, would 
have added three police officers, a police dispatcher, 
a parks crew member, the ‘communications/
management analyst’ and a part-time ‘ HR [human 
resources] generalist’. This last position would 
most likely, following long-established albeit 
unspoken bureaucratic practice, in a year or two 
have been the subject of a request for an upgrade to 
a full-time position. The human resources manager 
position itself was only created a little over a year 
ago, and the request for the HR generalist follows 
the ‘universal law of public administration’: The 
number of administrators in a bureaucracy increases 
proportionally to the number of other administrators 

available to administer them.
Some of the council members were visibly confused 

and uncomfortable with the 4% pay increase, and it 
took a concerted effort by Brian Wolhaupter and Bill 
Burns to convince them of the need for it. Although, 
‘need’ is a flexible term in this context, as apart from 
the police department’s staffing shortage (the numbers 
of which are based on a 2018 outside staffing study), 
there seems to be a fine line between needs and wants. 
And although the difference between needs and wants 
was brought up a few times during the discussion, the 
council members spent most of their time trying to 
second-guess what amount residents would accept, 
instead of establishing what is really needed and taking 
that to the voters.

They will have an uphill battle convincing voters 
anyway, not only because the city referendum will 
compete with referendum questions from the school 
district (as mentioned), but also because they won’t 
have much time left to make their case before 
November 8 - and never mind the fact that many 
people vote early anyway.

In what amounted to a barely veiled criticism of 
the old council (six of whose nine members, including 
mayor Gurdip Brar, are also on the current council), 
newish city administrator Brian Gadow (he started his 
job in May) put it bluntly when he said that in order 
to give a public relations firm enough time to properly 
inform the public and try to convince residents to vote 
‘yes’, the referendum decision should have been made 
in March already.

Then on Tuesday, August 16, the Middleton city 
council unanimously adopted the official resolution 
(2022-40) ‘authorizing the scheduling of a referendum 
related to exceeding property tax levy limits’, which 
states in its conclusions that, one, ‘beginning in 
2023 the city of Middleton may exceed its current 
levy limit by a total of 3.9%, resulting in a levy of 
$20,551,229 for the purpose of providing additional 
police department, parks and communications staffing 
and employment cost increases, and on an ongoing 
basis, include the increase of $770,000 to the city levy 
for each fiscal year going forward’, and, two, ‘that this 
resolution shall not take effect until such time as the 
electors of the city of Middleton approve a referendum 
containing the following question: “Under state law, 
the increase in the levy of the city of Middleton 
for the tax to be imposed for the next fiscal year, 
2023, is limited to 2.5%, which results in a levy of 
$19,781,229. Shall the city of Middleton be allowed 
to exceed this limit and increase the levy for the next 
fiscal year, 2023, for the purpose of additional police, 
parks, communications staffing and employment cost 
increases by a total of 3.9%, which results in a levy 
of $20,551,229, and on an ongoing basis, include 
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The month in review
City referendum; ‘tactical urbanism’; creek corridor
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7466 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 692-6778 * www.grapewater.wine

Unsnobbing the wine bar, one glass at a time

Located in Downtown Middleton, 
across from the Mustard Museum.
We offer wine and bourbon on tap, 
plus beer, bubbly and hard seltzer.

Check out our pizza and DIY charcuterie plates.

2501 Parmenter Street, Suite 100A - Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 327-4200

www.fuhrmandodge.com

Serving businesses and individuals throughout Wisconsin

Passionate, honest, and thoughtful lawyers at a reasonable price.

CAMELOT

INTERIORS

Interior Designer 

Brenda Myers

6771 University Ave., Middleton

608.826.9060 

www.camelot-interiors.com

On Sale now through 

09/30/22

"Decorate with what you love"

Fine Furnishings & Interior Design Services Available

Estab. 1988
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the increase of $770,000 for each fiscal year going 
forward?”’ Answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

At the same meeting, the council also approved 
spending up to $45,000 to hire a public relations firm 
to convince voters to vote ‘yes’. That money will come 
from the contingency fund, drawing it down to about 
$26,000, an uncomfortably low level that should have 
council members and senior city staff praying that no 
expensive emergency will occur between now and the 
end of the budget year.  

Meanwhile, the Dane county board, by a wide 

margin, rejected a proposal by Dane county executive 
Joe Parisi and Dane county sheriff Kalvin Barrett to 
schedule a November referendum asking voters for an 
additional $10 million for the chimerical Dane county 
jail project. 

That means that city of Middleton voters will have 
two referendum questions on their ballots, namely the 
city’s $770,000 annual request and the Middleton-
Cross Plains Area School District’s $24.9 million 
four-year one.

Zoning code: An emerging nightmare

If an early glimpse at preliminary documents is 
any indication, Middleton’s zoning code could soon 
become a lot more complex and confusing. 

Last year, the city decided to pay consultants 
Vandewalle & Associates, $100,000 to rewrite the 
zoning code. There is little doubt that Middleton’s 
zoning rules are out of date and in need of an 
overhaul, and the intent was to make the code more 
flexible, and thus allow for a greater variety of housing 
and mixed uses, among others. However, those who 
thought that ‘more flexible’ would mean ‘simpler’ 
will most likely be disappointed. It seems that the 
consultants have interpreted their brief to mean the 
opposite, and instead of opening up zoning to allow 
for more development options and flexibility, they are 
compartmentalizing and codifying it even more, thus 
making it more rigid.

Granted, only five pages have been released so far, 
the land-use table and the bulk dimensions table, but 
already the possibilities for government overreach and 
micro-management look staggering. 

Thus the number of zoning districts will increase 
from 11 to 26, and the number of regulated land-
uses within those districts explode correspondingly. 
Middleton’s current zoning ordinance is 128 pages 
long, and, just based on the proposed number of new 
districts, the new version could easily weigh in at more 
than 300 pages when all is said and done. 

What seems pretty certain already is that it is only a 
matter of time before the planning department will ask 
to hire more staff to assist the zoning administrator in 
administering the new code.

On August 9, the plan commission got a first look 
at the tables mentioned earlier, and, according to city 
staff,  ‘planning staff intend to provide project updates 
and opportunities for commissioner input at various 
plan commission meetings over the next few months, 
with the goal of welcoming public feedback on draft 
ordinance language this fall’.

NIMBYs and YIMBYs and everybody in-between 
should start paying attention now, because, between 
the zoning administrator and the building inspector, 
nobody in Middleton will be allowed to move a 
flowerpot in their yard without government approval.

‘Tactical urbanism’: The guerrilla warriors 
from the planning department

According to Wikipedia, ‘tactical urbanism’, also 
commonly referred to as ‘guerrilla urbanism’, ‘pop-up 
urbanism’, ‘city repair’, ‘D.I.Y. urbanism’, ‘planning-by-
doing’, ‘urban acupuncture’, and ‘urban prototyping’, is 
a low-cost, temporary change to the built environment, 
usually in cities, intended to improve local 
neighborhoods and city gathering places. It is often 
citizen-led but can also be initiated by government 
entities. Community-led temporary installations are 



The Doo Wop Project 

Presented by 
The Friends of the Middleton Performing Arts Center 

October 8, 2022  7:30 p.m. 
Middleton High School Performing Arts Center 

For tickets visit www.friendspac.org  
Monona Bank on Parmenter St. 

or call  608-886-3103 

The Doo Wop Project traces the evolution of Doo Wop from the 
classic sound of five guys singing tight harmonies on a street corner 
to the biggest hits on the radio today.  Featuring stars of Broadway’s 
smash hits Jersey Boys and Motown: The Musical,  the Doo Wop 
Project puts a modern day spin on a classic music style, performing 
oldies and recent hits with a doo wop twist. 

Located 1902 Parmenter Street,
in the heart of downtown Middleton

 Featuring 16 rotating draft lines 
of the best beer Wisconsin has to offer

Great pub food 
using locally sourced ingredients

Over 100 bourbons, Scotch whiskies 
and Irish whiskeys to choose from

Happy hour 3 - 6 p.m. Mon - Fri
www.freehousepub.com

Expanded patio areas!



GROW YOUR GREEN AT OCB!

www.onecommunity.bank | 608-838-3141 Feel Good Growing

25 Month CD25 Month CD      2.25% APY2.25% APY
$25,000 to open

15 Month CD15 Month CD        1.15% APY1.15% APY
$5,000  to open

Open online or at any OCB bank location today!

*Minimum opening deposit for 25 month CD is $25,000. Certificate of Deposit (CD) provides an interest rate of 2.24% with an annual percentage yield of
2.25%. **Minimum opening deposit for 15 month CD is $5,000. Certificate of Deposit (CD) provides an interest rate of 1.15% with an annual percentage
yield of 1.15%. The interest rate and annual percentage yield will be in effect for 15 or 25 months. Interest will be compounded semi-annually. A penalty will
be imposed for early withdrawal. Offer subject to change without notice. 

*

**

Community CoWorks is home to remote workers and solopreneurs who 
are committed to creating a work/life balance that actually works for 
them.  We value productivity and collaboration and know that the right 
community makes all the difference in the world.

Private offices, dedicated desks and drop in workspace. By the day, 
month or year.   Work options that are right for you and your budget.

Now that we are located inside the Harbor Wellness Center we’re 
bringing a whole other dimension to that balance: 
work, life, play!

work. life. play! 2711 Allen Blvd, Suite 300, Middleton
608-203-6530
communitycoworks.org

ISO: Remote Workers Looking 
for a Community that Promotes 
Productivity and Collaboration.

Ask about discounts for Harbor Members

Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Tuesdays and Fridays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s online newsletter



Faith Morledge, Your Neighborhood Realtor
(608) 444.8330 | sprinkmanrealestate.com

LET’S  MAKE A
MOVE TOGETHER!

Ready to list your home?

I’m excited to announce I’ve made a move to 
Sprinkman Real Estate—a team that values local 

connections, comprehensive experience, cutting-edge 
technology, and creativity to help guide you home.

Sam Simon
608-695-2325

simons@firstweber.com

Gladys Simon
608-770-1514

simong@firstweber.com

Nick Simon
608-213-1818

simonn@firstweber.com

7979 Greenway Boulevard, Middleton

LET US HELP PLAN YOUR MOVE

GIVE US A CALL NOW

* MARKET ANALYSIS 
* LIST YOUR PROPERTY 
* BUYER AGENCY SERVICES 
* INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

SERVING THE GREATER DANE COUNTY AREA AND BEYOND



often intended to pressure government agencies into 
installing a more permanent or expensive version of 
the improvement.

In this case, the guerrilla warriors from the city of 
Middleton’s ‘planning and community development 
department’ have installed a traffic circle at the 
intersection of Elmwood Avenue and Middleton 
Street, and narrowed the roadway on Elmwood 
Avenue mid-block between Bristol Street and Park 
Street by ‘bulbing out’ the curb (both pictured on 
page 11). The goal, as explained on a sandwich board 
set up next to the traffic-calming installations, is ‘to 
calm traffic and improve the safety of pedestrians and 
bicyclists’. The measures are in ‘response to Elmwood 
Avenue residents’ concerns about the way drivers are 
using the street’. 

If successful, the temporary installations could 
eventually be replaced with permanent structures.

Pheasant Branch: A light at the end of the 
creek corridor

Four years after heavy rains and subsequent 
flooding rearranged streambanks and damaged 
trails and bridges in the Pheasant Branch Creek 
Corridor and Conservancy, it looks like restoration 
and reconstruction work might be about to begin. 
On August 16, the Middleton city council awarded 
three bids for repairs: To Drax for the Pheasant 
Branch Creek Corridor from the ‘confluence pond’ 
on Deming Way to Century Avenue ($846,200), to 
Resource Environmental Solutions for the area north 
of Century Avenue ($387,500), and to Janke General 

Contractors for bridges and trails ($2.339 million).
The process took so long because FEMA works 

very slowly, and the city is relying on the federal 
government to help fund at least part of the work, 
although it is still not clear how much it will 
contribute (reimburse, actually; the city has to advance 
the funds).

According to city staff, the total (current) cost for 
the reconstruction of the trail and bridges in the 
creek corridor is $2.514 million (the construction 
bid mentioned above plus $175,000 for ‘construction 
related services’, like engineering and supervising 
costs), and funding would come from several sources, 
including a $900,000 Dane county grant,  an 
estimated $200,000 to $400,000 reimbursement from 
FEMA and the state of Wisconsin, as well as up to 
$1.4 million in general capital borrowing. TIF district 
#3 would provide a temporary advance of funds until 
the other funding sources are sorted out.

The streambank repairs will be funded through 
the storm water utility ‘pending FEMA funding 
determination’.

Meanwhile, ‘trail closed’ signs and barriers have 
been set up at all trail access points between Deming 
Way and Parmenter Street as a prelude to the start of 
construction (pictured at the Parmenter Street bridge).

Century Avenue: To be or not to be safer

Motorists traveling east on Century Avenue are 
not allowed to make left turns onto Old Creek 
Road anymore. Following a recommendation by the 
public works committee from 2017 (!) - and they 

say FEMA works slowly - the council approved the 
corresponding ordinance in August - five years later. 
The recommendation was made at the time over fears 
of impending traffic chaos due to the Stagecoach Trail 
apartment building, even though a) left turns onto 
Old Creek Road have nothing to do with Stagecoach, 
and b) traffic chaos never ensued. The latter point can 
obviously only be made with the benefit of hindsight, 
which makes it unclear why the director of public 
works decided to act upon the recommendation 
now, five years later. (It seems he had stashed it away 
in some drawer, and came across it during spring 
cleaning.)

Presumably though, left turns into the Stagecoach 
parking lot are still allowed, as indeed they are into 
all driveways along Century Avenue (unless a median 
makes it impossible). The new interdiction therefore 
introduces an element of unpredictability into the flow 
of traffic that, instead of increasing traffic safety, might 
have the opposite effect. 

Some Old Creek Road residents are also not happy 
with the new measure. It seems that they are pretty 
much the only ones making those left turns from 
Century (it does indeed not make much sense for 
anyone else), and they will now be forced to make a 
detour. According to them, the real safety issue is with 
the high speeds by motorists who use Old Creek Road 
as a shortcut from Pheasant Branch Road to Century, 
and the other way around.

Trails: A five-year maintenance plan

In the past, the pedestrian, bicycle and transit 
committee has regularly put in budget requests to 
repave some of the city’s trails, notably the North Fork 
Trail along Deming Way, and just as regularly the 
finance committee removed them again. This annual 
ritual will now be a thing of the past, as ped-bike has 
handed over responsibility for trail maintenance to 
the parks and recreation department. The latter, in 
consultation with the city’s public works department, 
has decided to create a five-year trail maintenance 
plan, similar to the five-year street improvement plan. 
Trails built or last paved before 2018 will be analyzed 
to determine the extent of the required repaving work, 
while newer trails will be sealed to slow down wear 
and tear.
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Happy Hour
12:00 - 6:00

75¢ off mixers, taps 
& bottles

Outdoor patio
open for your pleasure.

2611 Branch Street Middleton WI
608-831-0436      bristledboar.com







Middleton Optimist Club:  Boy Scout Troop 940

On Wednesday, August 17, members of Boy Scout Troop 940 
spoke to the Middleton Optimist Club. The scouts received 
a grant from the Optimists to help support their most recent 
camping venture, and  presented numerous highlights from 
their year of public service and monthly club activities. 
Pictured left to right are Steve Britt, Carol Maki, William 
Kussow, David Kussow, Jan Cermak, Ron Berman, Kristi 
Warriner and William Benton.

Middleton-Ionic Masonic Lodge:  Donation to the fire district

On Saturday, August 20, members of the Middletion-Ionic 
Masonic Lodge presented the Middleton fire department 
with two ‘fire suppression tools’, compact, powerful fire 
extinguishers that generate an environmentally-friendly 
expanding aerosol mist of up to 5,300 cubic feet, thus 
smothering a fire in less than a minute. The donation was 
made possible ‘through the generosity of masons throughout 
the state, and the Wisconsin Masonic Foundation’. Pictured 
(from left to right) are Cruz Gracia (District 7 Grand Lodge 
of Wisconsin), Ryan Mayrand (Middleton lodge), John Ertl 
(Middleton lodge), Sam Ferguson (Middleton lodge), Brad 
Subera (Middleton fire department), and Richard Nelson 
(Middleton lodge).
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7531 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton
(608) 203-8891 

www.clothandmetalboutique.com

Environmentally conscious women’s boutique for all fashion lovers, 
offering stylish clothing, handmade fine jewelry, 

and hand-poured candles by the owner.

Owner Lisa McGuire is a passionate designer, 
trained metalsmith, and motivated entrepreneur 

committed to sourcing and creating local, 
sustainable, and environmentally conscious products.

Friendly dogs are also welcome! 
Shop our looks in-store and online.

BALAYAGE * Haircut/Color * Massage * PEDICURE/MANICURE 
Waxing * Eyelash Extensions * Permanent Make-Up * Skin Care

Beauty starts here ...

Hours:
Mon - Thu 9 am - 8 pm * Fri 9 am - 7 pm * Sat 9 am - 5 pm

$10 off for new clients

1810 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 820-1000
BOOK NOW at: www.dgbeautysalon.com



* Great BurgerGreat Burger and SandwichSandwich menu
* Daily BreakfastBreakfast 

* Prime Rib BreakfastPrime Rib Breakfast on Sunday
* Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials Monday to Friday
* All-You-Can-Eat Fish FryAll-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry on Friday

* 14 TVs14 TVs to watch 
your favorite sports teams

* Meat RafflesMeat Raffles on Saturday, 2 pm

2401 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 827-7285
www.paulsneighborhoodbar.com

GARY’S Art & Frame, Ltd
Middleton’s Original Art & Frame Shop
Quality Custom Framing and Fine Art

2029 Parmenter Street, Middleton, WI 53562
608 831 2231 gaf@chorus.net

M-F 10-5:30     SAT 10-4

ART AND FRAMING 

Largest Selection of Frames 
anywhere, specializing in  
Needlework.
We will work within your budget to 
achieve the look you want.

FINE ART & CRAFT

Original Paintings,
Limited Edition Prints
Offset Lithographs
Antique Prints
Fine American Craft, 
Including Art Glass, Ceramics, 
Metal &Wood Sculpture.

SUPERIOR RESTORATION

We work with one of the 
Elite Paper Conservators 
in the area, 
Photo Restoration Services
and
Painting Restoration Services

OUR SERVICES

Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Mondays and Thursdays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s online newsletter



Appetizers * Soups * Vegetarian * Chicken * Tandoori Specialties 
Lamb, Beef & Seafood

Tandoori Baked Breads * Indo-Chinese * Biryani Specialties
We only serve Halal Meats

Lunch (off menu only)
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Dinner
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Open 7 days a week

6913 University Avenue, Middleton * (608) 824-0324

Open for dine-in, delivery and carry-out!



Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Tuesdays and Fridays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s online newsletter
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Sustainable City Plan
A blueprint for a green Middleton?

On August 16, the Middleton city council approved the 
2022-2024 Sustainable City Plan, ‘a three-year plan 

for helping Middleton live up to the city leaders’ vision of a 
sustainable city (...). 

This plan focuses on actions from the city’s 2021 
Comprehensive Plan, with ways to measure our progress 
on each action.’ The final version takes into consideration 

feedback from other committees, some of which questioned 
the financial impact of some actions required to meet the 
plan’s goals, as well as from (fourteen) community members.

The committee recommends that the city take a series 
of actions between now and the end of 2024 to help move 
the city and the community as a whole towards its vision 
of sustainability ten years from now in seven distinct 

areas: energy, greenhouse gas emissions, food, land use, 
transportation, waste generation and management, and 
water. Besides the recommended actions, the plan also lists 
how progress towards meeting the goals will be measured.

From the Sustainable City Plan (the indicators in 
parentheses refer to the City Comprehensive Plan):

Sustainable City Plan: 2022-2024

Actions for 2022-2024 

1. Energy 
Vision: Middleton is a “net zero” city that meets or exceeds the goal of obtaining 

100% of its energy needs from clean renewable sources by 2050.  

Actions related to energy will have the greatest direct impact on achieving the city’s goal of 
relying on 100% renewable energy by the year 2050. The city itself is already well on the way to 
meeting the targets for reducing energy use and using renewable energy sources to meet the 
electricity and all-energy needs for city operations. 

At the end of 2021, after installing three new solar arrays on city buildings and structures, the 
city obtained an estimated 50% of its electricity from renewable sources. On a community-wide 
scale, data aren’t currently available for estimating any reduction in energy use, meeting 
electricity needs, or meeting all energy needs. One of our planned actions is to identify ways to 
get the data we need on a community level. 

In 2022-2024, the following energy-related actions will help Middleton move closer to the 2030 
targets for energy. 

Partner with Dane County and other agencies to administer equitable energy efÞciency 
programs for homeowners, renters, and businesses that reduce both energy costs and 
greenhouse gas emissions. Middleton will prioritize assistance to those who need it the 
most and for those who have been historically excluded from economic opportunities 
due to a legacy of unjust policies and racism. (Green City 1A) 

In 2021, the city approved a project that will bring energy efficiency upgrades and possibly 
the installation of solar power arrays at a small number of existing multi-family housing 
developments in Middleton. This project involves a partnership with Elevate Energy and 
Sustain Dane working with city staff.  

We’ll measure our progress by tracking the number of dwelling units converted, the 
estimated reduction in electricity usage, and the estimated percentage of electricity usage 
from renewables. 

Finish converting all street lights to LED to cut current electricity used and reduce 
carbon emissions. (Energy Plan 2) 

As recommended in Middleton’s 2020 Municipal Energy Plan, all the city-owned street 
lights have been converted to LEDs. While this is a great achievement, those lights make 
up only 20% of street lights in the city. Of the remaining 80%, either MGE or Alliant owns 
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the lights (25%) or maintains them (55%). In 2022-2024, we’ll negotiate with the utilities to 
make the switch to LEDs for these street lights. 

We’ll measure our progress by tracking the number of street lights converted, the total 
reduction in electricity usage, and the estimated percentage of electricity usage from 
renewables. 

Install solar arrays on Golf Course Clubhouse, Well #6, and Well #8. (Energy Plan 4) 

In late 2021, Council approved installing new solar arrays at the Golf Course Clubhouse, 
Well #6, and Well #8. Once installed, the arrays will reduce electricity consumption at these 
facilities by approximately 30%. The new arrays will be installed in 2022.  

We’ll measure our progress by tracking the installation of all three arrays and the total 
percentage of electricity usage from renewables. 

Middleton will create a 20-year city ßeet replacement schedule that incorporates zero 
emissions vehicles, and prioritizes converting police vehicles to hybrids or electric 
vehicles (EVs). (Green City 1D and Energy Plan 3) 

In early 2021, the city had committed in the Comprehensive Plan to replace the current 
fleet over a 20-year period and to incorporate zero-emissions vehicles in the process. In late 
2021, following up on this action and responding to input from residents, the city’s 
transportation department prepared a five-year rolling replacement schedule for vehicles 
and equipment and submitted it for review by city committees and the Common Council. 
In our comments on this first edition of the five-year plan, the Sustainability Committee 
expressed appreciation for the staff looking for ways to decarbonize the fleet, 
recommending EVs and hybrids for some of the replacements, and being willing to 
evaluate EVs and other more sustainable options as they become increasingly available on 
the market. We look forward to this process continuing each year and our city fleet 
gradually shifting away from fossil fuel-powered vehicles and equipment. 

We’ll measure progress by the number of internal-combustion-engine vehicles replaced by 
EVs and hybrids; the number of gas-powered items of equipment replaced by electric 
models; and the estimated percentage of energy usage from renewables. 

Implement municipal policies for data tracking, benchmarking, ensuring efÞcient 
building operations, purchasing sustainable products, and establishing new 
construction design guidance for municipal buildings. (Energy Plan 5) 

In many ways, this is one of the most important actions for us to complete in 2022-2024. 
Having a system for gathering, storing, and analyzing data is necessary so that we can 
record current levels of energy use, compare them to our usage in 2018 (called the 
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“benchmark”), and track the impact of all the energy-related actions in this plan as we 
make progress on them. 

Middleton has an approved Sustainable Purchasing Policy. The section on Waste 
Generation and Management includes an action related to updating and reaffirming the 
city’s commitment to sustainable purchasing, especially when spending taxpayer dollars on 
vehicles and equipment.  

Although part of the recommendation in the Energy Plan, establishing new construction 
design guidance for municipal buildings will not take place in the time period covered by 
this edition of the Sustainable City Plan. City staff developed Sustainability Goals for the 
Civic Community Campus, which were approved in February 2020. Those goals are an 
excellent model for guidance for construction design of future city buildings. 

We’ll measure our progress by the installation of a new energy-tracking system; the 
percentage of data entered into the system; the posting of publicly available dashboards 
on the city’s website; and Council’s adoption of the Sustainability Goals for future municipal 
building construction or upgrades. 

The city will support robust electric charging infrastructure in the city including 
requiring that new multi-family housing developments include charging stations. 
(Green City 1F) 

Making the transition from internal combustion-engine vehicles to electric models is already 
happening throughout the country. More auto manufacturers are offering EVs in response 
to consumer demand. Prices will gradually decrease as the technology improves and more 
models become available. To help move Middleton in the direction of EVs, we need to 
make sure we have the charging infrastructure available. As stated in the Comprehensive 
Plan, Middleton will partner with MGE to install charging stations to serve city fleets on city-
owned property, as well as throughout the community to serve residents and visitors. 
Another goal is to make sure all new housing and office development projects — including 
those benefiting from tax-incremental financing — include charging stations for electric 
vehicles.  

In addition to charging stations in fixed locations, we’ll explore the possibility of 
constructing movable solar parking pads. To increase the environmental benefits of the 
charging stations, the city will incorporate new solar arrays and batteries into their design to 
increase the likelihood of vehicles being charged on solar power instead of electricity 
generated by fossil fuels. We’ll also explore “group buys” for home charging infrastructure 
similar to how group buys currently make it easier and more affordable for homeowners to 
install solar panels. 

We’ll track our progress according to the number of charging stations constructed for city-
owned vehicles and for community use; the number of mobile solar pads constructed; the 

7



26    issue 127/September 2022 Middleton Review

Cover story

Sustainable City Plan: 2022-2024

total charging capacity installed for both city and general use; Council’s adoption of 
charging infrastructure as a requirement for new buildings; and the launch of charger group 
buys to benefit Middleton residents. 

Middleton will partner with MGE to pilot and plan for future microgrid networks that 
can connect to one another to reduce risk, increase resiliency, and optimize energy 
distribution. (Green City 1I) 

According to the U.S. Department of Energy, microgrids are localized grids that can 
disconnect from the traditional grid to operate on their own. Microgrids allow communities 
to be more energy independent and withstand emergencies that cause power outages. 
Because they can operate even when the main grid is down, microgrids can help make 
communities more resilient by avoiding outages and reducing the time it takes to restore 
the main grid after an outage. 

Microgrids also improve our ability to incorporate solar and other “distributed energy 
sources” into the grid. Relying on more local sources of energy is important because it 
reduces the amount of energy lost in transmission and distribution. This increased efficiency 
means less wasted energy. Microgrids are considered the future of energy distribution and 
are an important step toward a modern, clean energy future. To build this resiliency into our 
local system, Middleton will work with MGE and other partners and will apply for grants 
from the federal government and other sources. One project is currently underway in 2022 
to create a microgrid at the Middleton Police Department by adding battery storage to the 
building’s existing solar array. 

We’ll achieve progress by setting up one or more microgrids for city buildings (including 
the Police Department) and preparing a feasibility study for a community-scale microgrid in 
Middleton’s industrial district. 

The Sustainability Committee along with stakeholders and City elected ofÞcials will 
develop and adopt Net Zero Building Guidelines for new construction. (Green City 1C) 

Wisconsin state law prohibits cities like Middleton from requiring buildings to exceed state 
building codes. We can, however, provide guidelines for energy, water, waste, and 
biodiversity standards we would like developers to meet on a voluntary basis. Fortunately, 
many developers and home builders are willing to adopt highly energy efficient designs 
because they save money on energy costs in the long run.  

The Sustainability Committee will recommend Net Zero Building Guidelines that will serve 
as a roadmap for architects, developers, and businesses who are building from the ground 
up or doing major renovations where net zero carbon can be achieved. We’ll use the 
Sustainability Recommendations for the proposed Community Campus plan as a starting 

8



Cover story

Middleton Review issue 127/September 2022                                                                        27

Sustainable City Plan: 2022-2024

point. We’ll work with stakeholders from throughout the city to create a workable set of 
guidelines that our community can support.  

We’ll measure our progress by drafting and seeking Council’s adoption of recommended 
Net Zero Building Guidelines.  

Incentivize building design towards energy use targets that exceed commercial 
building code, and work with community stakeholders on a voluntary benchmarking 
and energy use reporting program. (Green City 1B) 

As noted above, we can’t require buildings to exceed state building codes. We can, 
however, encourage commercial building owners and users to conduct voluntary energy 
benchmarking to identify ways to improve energy efficiency, adopt energy-saving practices, 
and reduce costs. We can encourage benchmarking by providing financial incentives, 
recognizing businesses for their energy-related accomplishments, and making tax-
incremental financing available only to developments that agree to conduct energy 
benchmarking. 

Energy benchmarking will be required for city-owned buildings. In addition, the city will 
work with diverse stakeholder groups to draft a voluntary energy benchmarking program 
for commercial buildings and other government-owned buildings. 

We’ll measure our progress by the establishment of a benchmarking program for city-
owned buildings; the development, with stakeholder involvement, of a voluntary energy 
benchmarking program for other buildings; Council’s adoption of a policy requiring energy 
benchmarking for new developments that receive TIF incentives; and a reduction in energy 
consumed in buildings enrolled in either the city or the voluntary program. 

Middleton will continue to embrace and incentivize clean and local energy from 
renewable sources such as wind, solar, geothermal and DERs (distributed energy 
resources). (Green City 1J) 

Middleton has done an excellent job installing solar arrays as sources of electricity for city 
operations. Many residents and businesses have also been “early adopters” of solar power. 
To achieve our 2030 targets, though, we’ll need to significantly increase the number of 
homes and businesses that install solar. In 2022-2024, Middleton will continue to participate 
in solar group buys that can greatly reduce the cost of solar panel installation for 
homeowners. We’ll publicize these opportunities through a variety of ways, including 
neighbor-to-neighbor campaigns. We’ll also explore options to provide financial incentives 
for Middleton residents who need assistance to take advantage of solar for their homes.  

We’ll measure our progress by the number of new or expanded arrays installed on houses 
and other buildings and the total kW installed. 
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Middleton will collaborate with Dane County to utilize Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) 
processed at the Dane County LandÞll and eventually establish an RNG Þlling station in 
Middleton. (Green City 1G) 

Dane County operates the nation’s first processing facility to take methane gas from 
landfills, clean it, and convert it into renewable fuel to use for operating both large and 
small vehicles. The biogas cleaning facility, as it’s called, has also given farmers an 
economic incentive to build new manure bio-digesters to convert the waste from dairy 
farms into renewable fuel. This win-win situation can reduce methane emissions, reduce the 
need for gasoline to run vehicles, and increase income for farmers. By reducing the amount 
of manure spread on land, it also protects surface water from nutrient pollution that comes 
from runoff into our lakes and streams. 

We’ll achieve progress by preparing a feasibility study for establishing at least one RNG 
filling station in Middleton. 
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2. Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 
Vision: As a responsible city on a planet where climate change imperils life as we 

know it, Middleton is cutting its greenhouse gas emissions citywide to meet 
or exceed the goal of net zero by 2050. 

Our energy-related actions will go a long way toward reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 
city operations as well as from homes, businesses, and other buildings. Producing and using 
energy aren’t the sources of all greenhouse gas emissions, however. This new section of the 
Sustainable City Plan addresses non-energy sources of greenhouse gasses. 

Adopt policies and practices to 1) make the shift to alternatives to 
hydrochloroßuorocarbons (HFC) refrigerants, 2) avoid leaks from refrigerants, and 
3) collect and properly dispose of refrigerants at end of life. (Project Drawdown) 

Refrigerants are used in refrigerators and air-conditioning equipment. Older types of 
refrigerants are harmful to the environment because these chemicals are very powerful as 
greenhouse gasses. Replacing these old refrigerants and improving the way we manage the 
ones currently in the environment will help us reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. In 
addition, collecting old appliances that contain refrigerants will help us reduce emissions by 
making sure that refrigerants are disposed of properly. As we work to enact a new city 
policy, we’ll also explore the option of collecting appliances from residents and offering 
financial incentives to reduce the cost of properly disposing of these old appliances. 

We’ll measure our progress by Council’s adoption of a policy on refrigerant management; 
public education activities; conducting an audit of municipal buildings to identify air 
conditioning systems and appliances with high global warming potential, or GWP, and 
recommend recapture or replacement, as appropriate; adding a section on refrigerants to 
the revised Sustainable Purchasing Policy; and studying the need for and feasibility of a 
refrigerant capture program in Middleton. 

Launch and maintain a yearly Resilient Landscapes Initiative on a neighborhood scale 
to help residents take actionable steps in their yards and gardens that will improve 
biodiversity, habitat, reduced stormwater runoff, soil health, and promote a 
stewardship ethic throughout the city. (Green City 2F) 

Making Middleton sustainable will require help from everyone — city leaders, staff, 
residents, businesses, industries, nonprofit groups, the faith-based community — literally 
everyone. The Resilient Landscapes Initiative is an opportunity for residents to take action 
in their own yards and on their own grounds to adopt sustainable landscaping practices.  

Whether installing a rain garden or rain barrel, converting existing landscaping to native 
plants, replacing traditional Kentucky bluegrass lawns with low-maintenance varieties, or 
restoring prairie on their own lands, everyone who owns a home, rental property, or a 
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commercial building has a chance to participate. Doing so will shrink the city’s carbon 
footprint by reducing the need for energy-intensive lawn and landscape maintenance, as 
well as by providing a “carbon sink” in the form of more deep-rooted, long-lived native 
plants. Other side benefits include creating habitat for birds and pollinators, reducing the 
use of pesticides and fertilizers, and reducing the amount of stormwater runoff that enters 
our streams and lakes. 

As part of a larger regional effort, the Resilient Landscapes Initiative in Middleton will 
involve educational activities and may include incentives and recognition for adopting 
specific practices. One aspect of Resilient Landscapes will be “No-Mow May,” first 
observed in Middleton in 2022 as a way to help pollinators find food in the critical early 
part of the growing season. 

We’ll measure our progress by designing and launching a Resilient Landscapes Initiative; 
annual observance of No-Mow May with associated educational activities; and developing 
a method for collecting data on participation in Resilient Landscapes and calculating 
impacts. 

Support and maintain native plantings, restoration practices, and broaden invasive 
species control beyond conservancies and parks by collaborating with state and local 
agencies as well as private landowners. (Green City 4C) 

Native plantings have the same benefits no matter where they are. Replacing traditional 
landscaping with native plants at the Middleton Public Library and City Hall are good 
examples of the type of change that could help Middleton reduce its carbon footprint if 
adopted in other areas.  

We have an opportunity with the city’s revision of the zoning ordinance to encourage and 
promote landscaping with native plants on private property, including residential and 
commercial. In addition, the city can explore ways to help residents and homeowners 
associations convert some or all of their traditional landscaping to lower maintenance 
native landscaping. The Caneel Corner Conservancy in Middleton Ridge/Misty Valley, for 
example, is a great example of what’s possible when the city supports efforts by private 
landowners to “extend the conservancy.” This “pocket prairie” adds beauty to the 
neighborhood and trail, creates habitat for birds and pollinators, helps rain and other 
precipitation infiltrate into the ground instead of running off, and stores carbon.  

We’ll measure our progress based on the area of land that is converted from traditional 
lawn and landscaping to native plants and no-mow varieties of grass; and the number of 
“pocket prairies” that the city helps private landowners create, as well as the area of land 
they represent. 
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3. Food 
Vision:  Middleton is a producer and consumer of foods that sustain the health of 

people without compromising the health of our environment. 

The food we produce and consume has a major impact on our health as individuals and on the 
health of our environment. We recognize the importance of producing food sustainably from 
local sources as a way to protect the environment, support agricultural producers and the 
people they employ, and reduce transportation impacts. We also understand the need for all 
Middleton residents to have access to affordable, healthy foods. Food waste as a cause of 
greenhouse gas emissions is covered in the section on Waste Generation and Management.  

While the Sustainability Committee will be focusing on energy-related actions in 2022-2024, we 
believe there would be great value in other city entities carrying out the following actions from 
the Comprehensive Plan: 

Preserve the long-term viability of community gardening by using zoning or other 
regulatory tools to designate speciÞc lands within the city for agricultural use. 
(Land Use 1G) 

Support local community and school gardens and food pantry gardens taking care to 
serve populations that disproportionately are affected by food insecurities. 
(Green City 8A) 
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4. Land Use 
Vision: Middleton’s land use pattern promotes compact development, protection of 

natural resources, a range of housing options, mobility, and economic 
growth in order to maintain an exceptional quality of life. 

Our green spaces are important and contribute to making Middleton a great place to live. In 
vision panels that took place as part of the city’s strategic planning effort in 2021, many people 
mentioned green spaces as one of the things they value most about Middleton. Natural 
spaces, such as restored prairies, act as “carbon sinks” that remove carbon dioxide from the 
environment. It takes a long time to preserve and protect natural resources, so we need to act 
before land is lost. 

The Sustainability Committee will not take direct action on land use in 2022-2024. Instead, we’ll 
collaborate with and support other city committees, commissions, and boards that have 
jurisdiction over lands and land use in Middleton. Our priorities in 2022-2024 will be to help 
move the city forward on two specific actions from the Comprehensive Plan related to natural 
resources: 

Increase connectivity between Middleton’s public lands, adjacent communities, and 
other regional open spaces through land acquisition and/or trail easements that create 
green corridors. (Green City 3D)  

Preserve the role of wetlands, prairies, savannas and woodlands as essential 
components of the hydrologic system and valuable wildlife habitat. Protect shoreline 
and ßoodplain areas accordingly. (Green City 6B) 

Both actions are critical to take now while land is still available. An excellent potential 
opportunity to carry out both actions would be to connect the Pheasant Branch Conservancy to 
the Graber Pond Conservancy Area to the west. Such an expansive, long-term project would 
add to our city’s highly valued green spaces, increase habitat for birds and pollinators, store 
carbon in trees and deep-rooted native plants, increase our capacity for stormwater 
management, and provide recreational, educational, and health and wellness opportunities for 
residents and visitors of all ages. It would also have the additional benefit of conserving land 
for possible future use as farmland.  
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Tuesday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. * Saturday - Sunday: 6:30 - Noon
2227 Parmenter Street, Middleton  *  (608) 831-3773

Breakfast & lunch as it used to be.
Daily specials. Fast and friendly service.

Sports Bar with amazing food, craft beer, 
events and bowling too!

• Daily lunch and dinner specials

• Best fish fry in Middleton on Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

• Sunday breakfast 8:00 am - 12:00 noon.

• Private banquet and bowling parties to 
bring the office team back together, and 
also great for birthdays, anniversaries, 
holidays, ...

• Upstairs lounge with lots of space.

• Trivia every Thursday night at 7:00 pm

• Shuttle bus to Badger home football games

6815 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 831-5238

www.sportbowl.com



Sustainable City Plan: 2022-2024

5. Transportation 
Vision: Middleton’s transportation system is safe, reliable, convenient, affordable, 

efficient, and less reliant on single occupancy vehicles to reduce 
environmental impact, promote active lifestyles, and enhance prosperity for 
all people regardless of age, ability, or mode of transportation. 

According to the 2020 Dane County Climate Action Plan, “the transportation sector is 
responsible for approximately 30% of all the carbon emissions released in Dane County.” We 
need to be able to move around, from our homes to workplaces, to visit family and friends, and 
attend other activities. Driving personal vehicles is the main way people get around in 
Middleton today. To be more sustainable and reduce our impact on the environment, we need 
to reduce the number of trips we make in cars that use internal-combustion engines. This 
means increasing our reliance on electric vehicles, public transportation, bikes, walking, and 
other low-carbon transportation options. It also means making an effort to plan new 
development so that it’s  easier for people to walk, bike, or use public transportation to get to 
work, buy groceries, and take part in other activities. 

Because our focus in 2022-2024 is energy, the Sustainability Committee won’t directly take any 
actions related to transportation as part of this plan. We will, however, lend our assistance to 
efforts by others — for example, the Public Works Committee and the Pedestrian, Bicycle, and 
Transit Committee — to begin or even complete transportation-related actions identified in the 
Comprehensive Plan. We recommend making the following actions priorities for the city in 
2022-2024: 

Update the Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan to increase linkages between existing and new 
neighborhoods to encourage walking and biking throughout the community. (Land Use 
1F) 

Prepare a “Vision Zero” Action Plan. (Transportation 2A) 

Establish or welcome shared micro mobility systems in Middleton, particularly a bike 
sharing system that can integrate with Madison’s BCycle. (Transportation 3D) 

Restructure Middleton’s transit service to integrate with Bus Rapid Transit. 
(Transportation 4A) 

Complete a network of bicycle lanes and paths linking all city neighborhoods to 
accommodate all types of bicyclists. (Transportation 3A) 

Promote active transportation solutions that enhance health and quality of life. 
(Transportation 1E) 
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Sustainable City Plan: 2022-2024

6. Waste Generation and Management 
Vision: Through incentives and policies, Middleton is reducing the generation of 

waste by recycling, reusing, and composting material to keep physical 
resources cycling within the local economy, and sustainably disposes of the 
waste that is generated.  

Middleton generates a lot of waste. We recycle a lot of material through weekly curbside 
collection along with our garbage. For items that can’t be recycled curbside, residents have the 
option of dropping off a variety of recyclables at the Middleton Recycling Center, which diverts 
a fair amount of what would otherwise wind up as waste. In 2022-24, we’ll focus on further 
reducing the amount of waste that winds up being put in a landfill. 

Establish a food composting pilot city-wide. (Green City 5D) 

Food waste is well known to be a major source of greenhouse gas emissions for several 
reasons. Food that is wasted and not eaten requires a lot of effort and energy to grow and 
transport, so all the emissions generated through that process could have been avoided. 
Also, food that isn’t consumed produces methane when it rots. Like the chemicals in 
refrigerants, methane is a powerful greenhouse gas — 26 times more potent than carbon 
dioxide. Composting food waste at home or through weekly collections can reduce the 
amount of food waste entering our landfills and, as a result, the amount of methane 
entering the atmosphere. Collecting food waste for composting is also an option for 
schools, businesses, and public places. 

The 2021 Comprehensive Plan includes the goal of conducting a pilot composting program 
for city buildings. We think we can move beyond just a pilot and go for a more ambitious 
goal.  

We’ll achieve progress by setting up composting capacity at all city buildings; completing a 
feasibility study for curbside composting for residents; establishing a policy to require 
composting in new commercial developments receiving TIF assistance; encouraging 
composting in existing commercial and industrial settings; and supporting efforts by 
MCPASD to offer composting in schools. We’ll also measure the number of tons of waste 
collected through any program that is developed through city action, incentives, or 
support.  

Update the city’s 2017 Sustainable Purchasing Policy and work with city departments 
to help them follow it. (Council Directive, December 2021) 

In 2017, the city adopted a Sustainable Purchasing Policy to “promote the purchase of 
environmentally-preferable and locally-sourced products.” This policy is important to help 
us reduce the amount of waste we generate and to make sure we’re buying materials, 
products, and equipment that don’t have a significant negative impact on the environment. 
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Package Includes:

Specialty trips designed
just for the girls!

February 1-8, 2023February 1-8, 2023

Lisbon, PortugalLisbon, Portugal

• 6 Nights at the Hotel
Mundial

• Air from Chicago
returning to Madison

• Exclusive Private
City Tour

• Welcome Dinner
• Breakfast Daily

• Optional Exclusive Tours
Available

• Round-Trip Airport
Transfers

• Baggage Handling
• Airport & Hotel Taxes
• Girls Getaway Gift
• Middleton Travel Escort

Girls GetawayGirls Getaway
The Girls are Back!

Call
today!
Only a

few seats
remain!

Middleton Travel, (608) 831-4664 ext 0
travel@middletontravel.com

Chicago - Christmas ShoppingChicago - Christmas Shopping
December 3, 2022December 3, 2022

Specialty trips designedSpecialty trips designed
just for the girls!just for the girls!

Girls GetawayGirls Getaway

Package Includes:
• Visit the Annual
Christkindlmarket

• Round-Trip Deluxe
Motor Coach

• Snack Bag & Water

• Individual Sandwich
On Way Home

• Girls Getaway Gift
• Middleton Travel Escort

Middleton Travel, (608) 831-4664 ext 0
travel@middletontravel.com

Middleton
Travel

831-4664
www.middletontravel.com

The Jimmys in Cancun
February 12-19, 2023

• 7 nights accommodations at the
all-inclusive Now Emerald Cancun
Resort located in Cancun’s Hotel
Zone on a gorgeous sandy beach
with outstanding gardens, lagoon,
and ocean views.

• Two performances by
The Jlmmys 7 piece band

• Round-trip Airfare from Chicago to
Cancun, Mexico

• Private Group Airport Transfers
• Gratuities, transfers, taxes and fees
Included

• All-Inclusive 5-star Hotel
• 8 Restaurants
• 7 Bars & Lounges

• All meals, snacks and beverages
with Room Service from 7:00 AM
- 9:00 PM

• Private 1 hour cocktail reception.
• Exclusive Dinner with the Jimmys
• Exclusive Group Events
• Free WIFI in public areas
• Three pools on the resort
• Non-motorized Water Sports
• Entertainment
• Fitness Center & Trainer
• Middleton Travel Escort
• Middleton Travel Gift

GROUP ONLY EXCLUSIVES

(608) 831-4664 ext 0
travel@middletontravel.com

2831 Parmenter Street • Suite 190 • Middleton, WI 53562

Discerning people read Middleton Review.

For advertising 
information, 

please contact 
George Zens.

Telephone: 
(608) 516-4464

Email: 
middletonreview@

gmail.com
Middleton

Review
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Sustainable City Plan: 2022-2024

7. Water 
Vision: Middleton has an abundance of clean water, including surface water and 

groundwater resources, and supports policies to achieve regional balance 
between water used and water returned to the aquifer. Middleton keeps 
harmful substances out of all water resources and also works to minimize the 
impact of flooding on new and existing developments. 

A sustainable city treats its water resources like a treasure, and spends time and money to 
protect that treasure. Surface waters like Lake Mendota, Pheasant Branch, and our many kettle 
ponds are what we see, but what makes our lives and our economy possible here in Middleton 
is our groundwater. Middleton is a partner in the Yahara CLEAN Compact, whose plan “Renew 
the Blue” has 10 strategies for achieving the goals of clearer lakes, open beaches, and fewer 
“blooms” of toxic cyanobacteria. Achieving these goals will require investment not just in our 
Lake Mendota shoreline but in the entire watershed to keep excess nutrients out of surface 
waters. 

Because this plan focuses on actions the Sustainability Committee will take in 2022-2024 to 
move us closer to meeting our 100% renewable energy goals, we aren’t including any water-
related actions in this edition of the plan. We commit to collaborating with the Water Resources 
Management Commission; Plan Commission; Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Commission; 
Stormwater Utility Board; and Conservancy Lands Committee to help Middleton follow through 
on our commitments under the Yahara CLEAN Compact. Some possible actions for these 
committees, commissions, and boards from the Comprehensive Plan include: 

Revise the Zoning Ordinance and other relevant codes to promote the reduction of 
impervious surface areas in order to improve on-site water inÞltration. (Land Use 4B) 

Support innovative Green Infrastructure (GI) practices in all land use decisions. (Land 
Use 4C) 

Make critical improvements to stormwater management infrastructure and mitigation 
practices to increase ßoodplain protection and avoid widespread damage in the event 
of extreme rain events. (Economic Development 7D) 

Reduce runoff and prevent ßooding by maximizing upstream water inÞltration and 
evapotranspiration during increasingly frequent large storm events. (Green City 2B) 

Incentivize new development to maintain 100% or more (predevelopment) rainwater 
runoff volume control on site. (Green City 2C) 
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Sustainable City Plan: 2022-2024

Unfortunately, in 2021, we learned that the purchasing policy had rarely been used at all 
and had never been used to evaluate new vehicle purchases. Council directed us to review 
the policy and recommend any needed changes for making it a better policy, especially for 
evaluating new vehicles and equipment. 

We’ll measure our progress by completing our review and recommendations; Council 
adopting recommended changes to the purchasing policy; training for city staff on how to 
follow the policy; and evidence that departments followed the policy in preparing their 
annual budget proposals. 
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Member FDIC 5515 Monona Drive, Monona, WI 53716  •  (608) 223-3000

It’s Easy. 
SCAN THE QR CODE TO OPEN YOUR ACCOUNTS ONLINE TODAY. 
If you prefer to open your account in person, stop by any of our 
nine locations or call (608) 223-3000 to talk to a Banking Advisor.

JUST FOLLOW THESE TWO EASY STEPS:

Your $300 bonus will be deposited into your new non-interest-bearing account within 90 days after you complete the two easy steps above. Of course, 
you’ll need to keep your accounts in good standing and actively use your new accounts and services (5+ transactions per month). While we truly value our 
current clients, this special offer is only available to households that have not received a similar bonus in the past and don’t currently have a checking  
account with us. Offer expires on August 31, 2022.

OPEN a True Checking account ($100 minimum deposit to open) and at least one additional  
deposit product, like a savings or money market account. Our True Checking account makes your 
banking simple with no minimum daily balance requirement and no monthly service charge.  
 
MOVE your payroll or monthly Social Security direct deposit to your new checking account to 
start taking advantage of the many benefits Monona Bank offers. Our ClickSWITCH® tool 
makes it easy to move your direct deposit, automatic payments and more!

1

2

VISIT mononabank.com TO FIND A LOCATION NEAR TO YOU.

BELLEVILLE  |  BROOKLYN  |  COTTAGE GROVE  |  CROSS PLAINS  |  MADISON  |  MIDDLETON  |  MONONA  |  SAUK PRAIRIE

35,000 + 
Surcharge-free 
ATM Network

True Mobile  
Banking App

Send money by text  
or email to friends  
and family.

Digital Wallet 
Apple Pay,® Google Pay,™ 
Samsung Pay,® PayPal™  
and Visa® Checkout.

Text and 
Email Alerts

True Mobile Deposit 
Deposit a check using 
your smartphone.

Our Trusted Tools 
Make Your 
Banking Easier.

WHEN YOU START BANKING WITH US.

Receive

MB 300 Offer 2022_9.5x11.qxp_Layout 1  5/11/22  9:17 AM  Page 1



Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Tuesdays and Fridays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s online newsletter
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Photo scenes

Terrace Avenue Pavilion/Capital Brewery
Middleton Book Fair

More than two dozen vendors who participated in the second annual Middleton Book Fair that took place on Saturday, August 13, on Terrace Avenue at Capital 
Brewery, and was attended by over 300 visitors.  Planning is already underway for a third edition next year.
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"A delightful shop filled with artisan gifts,

local goods and vintage finds."

1834 Parmenter St., Middleton  608.833.1633

We are open!

 See theregalfind.com for current hours

&

Visit our online store 

(curbside pickup available)

 

“IF YOU THINK A GOOD IMPORT 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN IS 
EXPENSIVE, TRY A BAD ONE!” 

 

SERVICING ONLY LATE MODEL IMPORT 
VEHICLES… 

SEE OUR BRANDS BELOW. 

      

       

                   

           

608-831-6400 
www.dunnsimport.com 

Since 1979 
 

 

 

Louisianne’s etc.
Step into the French Quarter of New Orleans in Middleton!

7464 Hubbard Avenue Avenue, Middleton
www.louisiannes.com

For reservations & take-out, please call (608) 831-1929
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 5 p.m. to close

Live music every Friday and Saturday from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
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Photo scenes

Downtown
National Mustard Day

With games, entertainment and tastings, people celebrated mustard, the ‘greatest (condiment) of all times’, during National Mustard Day that took place on 
Saturday, August 6, on Hubbard Avenue in Middleton.
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Bringing a communal experience to craft beer and foodBringing a communal experience to craft beer and food

7545 Hubbard Avenue - Downtown Middleton Center - (608) 841-2337 - www.longtablebeercafe.com

Open for 
lunch and dinner

Tue.- Sat. 11:30 am - 10:00 pm

Free underground parking Free underground parking 
in Middleton Center in Middleton Center 

parking garage. parking garage. 
Enter on Parmenter Street.Enter on Parmenter Street.

TOSH WASHINGTON SHOE SHINE PARLOR

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
2564 Branch Street, Suite B7 (basement), Middleton

(608) 957-5805 * www.toshshoeshine.com

Clean and shine (no repairs).
Will pick up and deliver (minimum 5 pairs).

Prices:
Shoes (men’s or women’s) - $10.00 per pair

Short boots - $10.00 per pair
Long boots - $13.00 per pair

Please call for appointment before dropping off shoes.

ERSLAND LAW OFFICES

Experienced Legal Advice in a Relaxed and Caring Atmosphere

2564 Branch Street, Suite B9
Middleton

(608) 831-7760
Proudly Serving the Middleton Community

For Over 35 Years.

Estate Planning
Probate

Real Estate
Tax Preparation

Edith L. Ersland
Attorney at Law
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Photo scenes

Firemen’s Park neighborhood
Good Neighbor Festival

With a new route for the parade on Franklin Avenue and a slightly more open layout at Firemen’s Park, as well as an interdiction for politicians to participate in 
the parade, this year’s Good Neighbor Festival (from Friday, August 26, until Sunday, August 28) saw changes that will most likely be debated for some time to come. 

Meanwhile, most people, participants and visitors, had fun.
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3509 Tribeca Drive, Middleton
(Behind Middleton Ford)

TritonAutoSpa.com

Spring/Summer Special
Buy a 3-month full-service membership and receive 

50% off an Express Detail 
(normally $50, but reduced to $25 with a spring/summer membership)



The Village 
Green

Old Fashioned Tavern

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials
Tuesday:Tuesday:

Taco Tuesday - $3.00 TacosTaco Tuesday - $3.00 Tacos
Wednesday:Wednesday:

Sloppy Joe - $8.50Sloppy Joe - $8.50
Thursday:Thursday:

Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50

Downtown Middleton
Across from Middleton Center

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday

11:00 am until noon
Our famous burger, only

$3.00!
(add cheese $0.50)

Must be seated by noon!

7508 Hubbard Avenue  Middleton, WI
(609) 831-9962  *  thevillagegreen608@gmail.com

Serving Tuesday - Saturday 
from 11:00 am

SHOW YOUR PICKLE

Exclusive deals 
for pickle holders!

(Pickle must be present)

Friday Tavern Fish FryFriday Tavern Fish Fry
Fridays

Starting at 3 pm
Fish Dinner: $15.00

Shrimp Dinner: $15.00
1/2 & 1/2 Dinner
(Shrimp & Fish): 

$15.00

Lunch Only (11 am - 2 pm)
Fish Basket: $9.50

Fish Sandwich: $8.50
Shrimp N’ Fries Basket: $10.50

FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION


