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Zensible observations

Support your local newspaper

by George Zens

Editorial
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Middleton is - dare I say it? - luckier than many, maybe most, communities 
in the nation, in that it still has local media dedicated to covering its affairs. I 
say ‘local media’ rather than ‘local newspaper’ because it has more than that. 

It still has the traditional weekly newspaper of record (the Middleton Cross 
Plains Times-Tribune, still locally owned and published out of Black Earth), 
which in itself is an increasing rarity in the media landscape across the 
country, where about a dozen local newspapers stop publishing for good every 
month - more than 2,500 in the last sixteen years, a quarter of the U.S. total. 

But Middleton also has a monthly newspaper (the one you’re holding right 
now - Middleton Review), as well as - and this is rare, maybe even unique, 
especially for a community its size - an online newsletter published twice 
a week keeping its readers informed about what goes on in the Middleton 
corridors of power: Middleton e-View.

As opposed to its sister (print) publication, the Middleton Review, the 
Middleton e-View is not supported by advertising, but needs to rely on reader 
support if it is to be sustainable. 

Which brings me to an important point: While the Middleton Review is 
free to you, the reader, it is not free to produce, but made possible through the 
support - via their advertising - of numerous local businesses. They not only 
advertise their products and services that way, but, and this is no less important, 
also show their support for their local press and their community. I would 
therefore urge everyone to in turn support our local businesses by giving them 
our trade. 

I don’t want to sound pompous or melodramatic here, but independent 
journalism is a cornerstone of our democracy. 

On the one hand it is the most effective, and sometimes the only, way to hold 
governments on all levels accountable to the people, and on the other hand it is 
a necessary check on the rumors, misinformation and other falsehoods spread 
via gossip, social media and fringe media outlets of all political persuasions. 

Independent journalism, however, cannot fulfill its mission without financial 
resources, and local independent journalism in particular has been in an 
alarming decline for too many years now.

That is why I appeal to you to help support independent journalism in 
Middleton by subscribing to the Middleton e-View. 

For the modest amount of $6/month (or $48/year) you will receive the 
Middleton e-View delivered to your email inbox twice a week, with news 
coverage of the city of Middleton, as well as analysis and original content that 
is exclusively available to subscribers. To subscribe to Middleton e-View, just 
visit the website middletonreview.substack.com

The Middleton Review, meanwhile, also accepts donations in any amount 
(please make checks out to ‘Middleton Review’ and send them to the address 
listed in the grey box on page 5). It is not a non-profit, at least not by choice, 
and while your donations are not tax-deductible, they help make sure that 
an independent press keeps an eye on how our local governments and school 
districts spend your tax dollars.

Thank you for your support!

From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Mondays and Thursdays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com
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Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter
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Middleton Travel, (608) 831-4664 ext 109



In review

Transportation: A long road to ‘complete streets’
The first and last time motorists and bicyclists had a 

common interest was more than a century ago, when both 
groups pushed for paved roads to make transportation 
easier. Since then, however, bicyclists have been left in 
the dust as road construction and design have focused 
exclusively on the needs of the automobile. Other traffic 
participants, besides bicyclists also pedestrians and users of 
public transportation, have generally been considered more 
of a nuisance by traffic engineers, city planners and other 
public works officials, and it is only recently that mindsets 
have begun to change - albeit slowly and unevenly across 
the country (and even more slowly and unevenly within 
Middleton city hall).

Over the last twenty or so years, the city of Middleton 
has been, and still is, building an impressive and heavily 
used network of multi-use trails, and it has, more recently 
and reluctantly, begun making its crosswalks more visible 
(or, rather, less invisible) by installing flashing beacons 
in some locations and mid-street signs in others. It also 
has a policy of painting dangerous bike lanes along busy 
roads, dangerous because they are too narrow to provide 
bicyclists with any amount of useful safety margin, but 
just wide enough to lull novice bikers into a false sense of 
security. These bike lanes are an example of why the way 
to hell, as they say, is paved with good intentions: In order 
to create room for the bike lanes without narrowing the 
driving lanes for cars, the city banned on-street parking 
on one or both sides of many streets (Park Street, Branch 
Street, Parmenter Street for instance). The bike lanes 
notwithstanding, this has led to optically wide open 
stretches of roadway that have led to increased driving 
speeds and overall unsafer conditions for everybody, 
including for the bicyclists who were supposed to benefit, 
as well as the pedestrians who are generally ignored in city 
street planning anyway.

This is all supposed to change, however, as the city of 
Middleton has discovered ‘complete streets’. Actually 
though, some people in the city discovered that concept 
a few years ago, and it has been extensively discussed in 
many meetings of the pedestrian/bicycle/transit committee, 
even making it into the 2021 comprehensive plan, but it 
hasn’t found any concrete application on the ground yet 
(or widespread acceptance in city hall outside the planning 
department). This is mostly due to the fact that the ped/
bike/transit committee carries very little weight in city 
hall, while the transportation committee that does, namely 
the public works committee, is mostly concerned with the 
free and fast flow of automobile traffic. While complete 
streets is a relative novelty in Middleton city hall, it is really 
a decades-old idea (its first known translation into law 
happened in 1971 in Oregon).

Wikipedia defines complete streets thus: An approach 
that requires streets to be planned, designed, operated and 
maintained to enable safe, convenient and comfortable 
travel and access for users of all ages and abilities regardless 
of their mode of transportation. Complete Streets allow for 
safe travel by those walking, biking, driving automobiles, 

riding public transportation, or delivering goods.
At its May 26 meeting, the ped/bike/transit committee 

was presented with a draft resolution that, should it ever 
be approved by the common council, has the potential 
to change the way traffic, transportation, and the role of 
streets are viewed in Middleton. 

‘In order to put all road users on equal footing’, the 
(draft) resolution states:

‘1. The public right-of-way should be designed, operated, 
and maintained to address accessibility and maximize 
the comfort, safety, and needs of all users, of all ages and 
abilities, whether traveling on foot, by using mobility 
aids/devices, by transit, by bicycle, or by motor vehicle, 
including freight/delivery. It is the intent for this complete 
streets policy to apply to all public and private entities 
doing work in the public right-of-way and on city-owned 
transportation facilities, including, but not limited to, 
streets, sidewalks, alleys, bridges, and trails. The city will 
encourage the owners and operators of other highways, 
private streets, sidewalks, alleys, trails, and parking lots to 
also adhere to the policy.

2. The city should incorporate this complete streets 
policy into all appropriate projects to incrementally achieve 
a complete, interconnected transportation network that 
serves all users and encourages walking, biking, and transit 
trips. An interconnected network will not only provide 
high-quality individual facilities, but also provide facilities 
that enable efficient and convenient transitions from one 
mode of transportation to another and from one type of 
infrastructure to another.

3. The city should incorporate complete streets 
principles into all public way improvements and project 
phases, including planning, programming, design, right-
of-way acquisition, permitting, subdivision and land 
development, new construction, construction management, 
reconstruction, operation, capital improvements, and 
routine maintenance and rehabilitation.

4. Stormwater management should be incorporated 
or maintained within the public right-of-way as part of 
complete streets, when feasible. The City also recognizes 
that street trees, landscaping, and other green infrastructure 
contribute to a comfortable and healthy pedestrian 
environment through improved air quality, valuable shade, 
and beautification.

5. When considering the various elements of street 
design, the city should consider the needs of the most 
vulnerable roadway user and give priority as follows:

a. Pedestrians, including people with mobility or sensory 
disabilities and people with specialized transportation 
service needs or limited transportation choices.

b. Bicyclists and users of personal micromobility devices 
who travel faster than a pedestrian but slower than an 
automobile.

c. Transit riders and shared mobility users.
d. Street design elements that encourage and support 

walking, biking, and transit trips in a manner that considers 
the context of the surrounding community as well as the 
broader urban design needs of the city.

e. Occupants of private automobiles.
The city recognizes that not all modes can receive the 

same degree of accommodations on every street, but the 
goal is for users of all ages and abilities to travel safely, 
comfortably and conveniently across and through the 
network.

6. The city should prioritize universal and equitable 
investment in under-served communities throughout the 
city which lack existing infrastructure that encourages 
walking, biking, and transit trips, as well as areas where 
data indicate crash risk and health disparities.

7. The city should consult the plans and policies of 
Metro Transit, the Greater Madison MPO [metropolitan 
planning organization], Dane county, the Wisconsin 
department of transportation, and other pertinent agencies 
to ensure that the complete streets principles established 
herein are incorporated into all projects within the public 
right-of-way.

8. The city should administer an open and equitable 
process for community engagement regarding development 
and implementation of projects within the public right-
of-way. This public engagement shall be conducted with 
online surveys, public involvement meetings, and/or 
collaboration with elected officials, the pedestrian/bicycle/
transit committee, and other community stakeholders and 
organizations.

9. The city should continually look to the latest industry 
standards and guidelines to develop complete streets. The 
city of Middleton recognizes that design criteria are not 
intended to be considered prescriptive or taken as mandate; 
rather, complete streets guidance is intended to assist in 
the application of engineering and planning principles. The 
city should strive to meet national best-practice guidelines 
on all transportation projects. The latest national, state, and 
local design guidance, standards, and recommendations 
available shall be considered in the implementation of 
complete streets.

10. The city should identify professional development 
and training opportunities on street design best practices 
and make it possible for staff to attend conferences, classes, 
webinars, and workshops related to complete streets design.

11. The police department should review, and revise as 
necessary, ways to effectively provide public education and 
enforcement with respect for proper road-use behavior by 
all users and all modes.

Be it further resolved, that the complete streets policy 
shall apply to all projects except when the city engineer, in 
consultation with the pedestrian/bicycle/transit committee 
and plan commission, demonstrates that one of the 
following conditions is met:

Certain users are prohibited from the facility.
The cost to include accommodations is excessive or 

disproportionate to the need or probable use.
The project is considered an emergency repair or 

routine maintenance and will not change the geometry or 
operations of the street.’

This last bit (‘Be it further resolved ...’) has some 
interesting implications. For one, it elevates the ped/bike 
committee to a higher status by forcing the city engineer 
(who is also the public works director and the city staff 
member on the public works committee) to actually consult 
it. Two, it leaves out the public works committee. Three, 

By George Zens

The month in review
‘Complete streets’, property assessments, city financial report, and other news

Middleton Review issue 125/July 2022                                                                          9



7466 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 692-6778 * www.grapewater.wine

Unsnobbing the wine bar, one glass at a time

Located in Downtown Middleton, 
across from the Mustard Museum.
We offer wine and bourbon on tap, 
plus beer, bubbly and hard seltzer.

Check out our pizza and DIY charcuterie plates.

2501 Parmenter Street, Suite 100A - Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 327-4200

www.fuhrmandodge.com

Serving businesses and individuals throughout Wisconsin

Passionate, honest, and thoughtful lawyers at a reasonable price.

CAMELOT

INTERIORS
Estab. 1988

Brenda Myers, 

Interior Designer

"Decorate with what you love"

Fine Furnishings & Interior Design Services Available

6771 University Ave., Middleton

608.826.9060

 www.camelot-interiors.com

Bedrooms.. .

a fresh new

look!

ANN GISH * ANNIE SELKE 

EASTERN ACCENTS

Custom 

headboards,

bedspreads &

coverlets



In review

Middleton Review issue 125/July 2022                                                                        11

these small exceptions to complete streets could become a 
giant loophole.

It is at this point anybody’s guess when (or indeed if ) 
the resolution will ever make it to the city council for 
approval (it is currently being redrafted based on feedback 
received from other committees). Still, under the current 
constellation of elected-office holders (a newer generation 
is slowly but surely taking over the council) and committee 
members (district 7 council member Dan Ramsey, who 
has been an early proponent of complete streets, sits on all 
three relevant committees - ped/bike, public works, and 
plan commission) chances are that complete streets could 
at last get some traction.

Property values: Going up
The city of Middleton’s assessed values are being updated 

to full, i.e. 100%, market value for the 2022 assessment year. 
Wisconsin law requires periodic market updates to keep 
assessment levels at or near actual market values. The city’s 
last market value reassessment was in 2018, and this year’s 
assessment changes are supposed to re-establish consistent 
and fair values for all properties in the city of Middleton as 
of January 1, 2022.

Due to significant increases in sale prices of real estate, 
the city deems it necessary to increase assessed values 
significantly in order to bring them in line with sale 
prices as of the beginning of this year, with the assessor 
anticipating an overall increase of about 26% in the total 
assessed value of the city of Middleton. However, according 
to a statement made by the assessor at the May 11 
meeting of the board of review (see below for details about 
the board of review, and about the city’s new assessor), 
increases will vary widely, and residents can expect average 
increases of 30%, and commercial property owners of 18%.

It is important to note that no additional tax revenue 
will be generated or collected as a result of the market 
update revaluation. The primary concern of most property 
owners is how the new valuations will be used to divide 
and distribute the next tax levy, or, in other words, how it 
will affect their property taxes. Unfortunately, the specific 
effect on taxes cannot be accurately determined until all 
taxing authorities (besides the city, also the school district, 
the county and the technical college) have finalized and 
adopted their budgets. 

Because many of those budgets are not finalized until 
late November, the new tax rate cannot be determined until 
that time. According to the city, it is safe to say, however, 
that the city’s mill rate will decrease in 2022 due to the 
substantial increase in the city’s tax base. 

The assessor’s office has been mailing notices of changed 
assessments to all property owners at the end of June, 
beginning of July, and all property owners will be given the 
opportunity to review and discuss their new assessments 
with the assessor during the ‘open book’ period in July, 
and property owners are encouraged to contact the 
assessor with any questions or concerns about their new 
assessments. 

If, after speaking with the assessor, property owners 
still disagree with their new assessed value, they can file 
a formal assessment objection with the board of review. 
The board of review will begin hearing formal objections 
to assessed values on Wednesday, August 17, at 9:00 am. 
The deadline for a notice of intent to file an objection is 48 
hours before the objection is heard.

As explained on the city of Middleton’s website, ‘the 
board of review is a quasi-judicial body [composed of five 
citizens appointed to five-year terms, with the city clerk 
serving as staff person] where the property owner and the 
assessor present testimony and evidence under oath to 
support their differing opinions of the assessed value. By 
Wisconsin law, the assessor is presumed correct unless the 
property owner can present direct evidence supporting a 
different assessed value. After both parties have presented 
their evidence, the board of review votes on a motion to 
affirm or modify the assessed value (or the board may 
request additional information). After the board of review 
has heard all challenges to property assessments, their 
vote to adjourn certifies that all assessments are final for 
that year. The board of review is the final opportunity for 
property assessments to be challenged each year.’ 

When reviewing new assessments, property owners 
should consider recent sales, current listings, recent 
appraisals, and other information relevant to the value of 
the property.

According to the assessor, market trends are indicating 
that the assessments of smaller and older homes and 
condominiums see proportionately steeper increases than 
newer, larger homes. This is apparently mostly the result of 
changes in market conditions between 2018 and 2022. The 
city of Middleton has outsourced its assessment services to 
Associated Appraisal Consultants, Inc. of Greenville (near 
Appleton). 

According to Middleton finance director Bill Burns, 
the reassessments were not done by physical inspections 
of properties, but by model based on current area market 
values. The exercise had become necessary because, as 
indicated above, state law requires that ‘the assessed value 
of each major class of property be within 10% of the full 
value of the same major class of property during the same 
year at least once during the four-year period consisting of 
the current year and the three preceding years’. Last year 
Middleton’s assessment rate was below that legal minimum 
at 85%, and will have slipped even further this year without 
the readjustment. 

Classes of property that are assessed at 100% include 
residential, commercial, manufacturing (assessed by the 
state), productive forest land, farm buildings and farm sites, 
and personal property. Undeveloped land and agricultural 
forest land are assessed at 50%, while agricultural land is 
assessed at ‘use-value’.

It is estimated that Middleton’s total property valuation 
will go up by 26%. But, as Bill Burns emphasized, that does 
not mean that people’s property taxes will go up by 26%. 

As the Wisconsin department of revenue explains it, 
‘property owners fear that taxes will go up if a revaluation 
is done. This may or may not be the case. Taxes are directly 
tied to the amount of money that the municipality needs to 
collect. This is called the levy. If the total levy remains the 
same, only those properties that are not presently paying 
their fair share of the tax burden will pay more taxes after 
a revaluation. Properties presently paying more than their 
fair share will pay less. Another area that property owners 
question is the tax rate. If the assessed values established by 
a revaluation are greater than they were before and the tax 
levy is the same, then the tax rate will be less. 

For example, if the tax levy remains unchanged and the 
total assessed value of the taxation district is doubled, the 
tax rate will be cut in half.’ All else remaining equal, that 
means that Middleton taxpayers whose property’s value 

increases by more than than the overall average (i.e. 26%) 
might see an increase in their taxes, while those whose 
property’s value increases by less than the average might see 
a decrease.

The amount by which the city can raise the overall tax 
levy is limited by state law to, essentially, the net growth in 
new development. State law does not allow any adjustments 
for inflation, which, given the current and probably future 
inflation rate, is quickly evolving from an annoyance to a 
hardship for many municipal governments. 

If taxing jurisdictions want to exceed the state-imposed 
levy cap, they have the option of going to referendum 
and ask their constituents for permission, so to speak, to 
temporarily or permanently raise property taxes. 

And, as luck will have it, it looks like city of Middleton 
taxpayers could be hit with a trifecta this coming 
November: Referendums by the city, the school district and 
the county.

The Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District’s 
board of education voted unanimously on June 13 to ask 
district taxpayers for an increase in operating revenue of 
$24.9 million to be phased in over four years. At the end 
of the four years that would add $135 for every $100,000 
in assessed value to a resident’s property tax bill (before 
reassessments).

Dane county executive Joe Parisi and Dane county 
sheriff Kalvin Barrett are asking for a referendum to close a 
funding gap for the Dane county jail reconstruction project. 
The required amount is currently estimated at $10 million, 
but in view of the level of mismanagement that project has 
seen so far, that number might as well have been come up 
with by a monkey hitting a calculator with a banana.

Finally, the city of Middleton may or may not ask 
residents for a permanent, or temporary, increase of general 
fund revenues of $500,000, or more, or less, in order to 
hire more police officers and some staff members for other 
departments, or not. If this doesn’t sound very committed 
then that’s because the old council didn’t make a final 
decision when it discussed the issue in January and in 
April, and the new council hasn’t taken it up yet. Under 
the current budget schedule, the council will vote on a 
referendum resolution on August 16. A $500,000 increase 
in the tax levy would add about $68 to the annual tax bill 
for a $400,000 home (before reassessments).

North Mendota Trail: Still optimistic
On June 21, the city council approved an agreement 

with Dane county for a $1 million county grant that 
provides funding to build the east segment of the North 
Mendota Trail, an off-street pedestrian/bicycle trail along 
the north side of Century Avenue. The west segment was 
(mostly) built last year, and runs from Highland Way west 
to Goodwill (with an as yet unpaved connection running 
behind the residences between Goodwill and the entrance 
to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy at Branch Street). 
The east segment will run from Highland Way east to the 
city limits.

At that same meeting, the council also approved a bid 
from Badgerland Excavating in the amount of $734,400 
for construction of that trail. Approval of that bid had been 
delayed by two weeks because the grant agreement needed 
to be approved first. At that point city staff had declared 
that Badgerland was ready to start construction as soon as 
their bid was approved, and that the trail would be finished 



GARY’S Art & Frame, Ltd
Middleton’s Original Art & Frame Shop
Quality Custom Framing and Fine Art

2029 Parmenter Street, Middleton, WI 53562
608 831 2231 gaf@chorus.net

M-F 10-5:30     SAT 10-4

ART AND FRAMING 

Largest Selection of Frames 
anywhere, specializing in  
Needlework.
We will work within your budget to 
achieve the look you want.

FINE ART & CRAFT

Original Paintings,
Limited Edition Prints
Offset Lithographs
Antique Prints
Fine American Craft, 
Including Art Glass, Ceramics, 
Metal &Wood Sculpture.

SUPERIOR RESTORATION

We work with one of the 
Elite Paper Conservators 
in the area, 
Photo Restoration Services
and
Painting Restoration Services

OUR SERVICES

GROW YOUR GREEN AT OCB!

www.onecommunity.bank | 608-838-3141 Feel Good Growing

25 Month CD25 Month CD      2.25% APY2.25% APY
$25,000 to open

15 Month CD15 Month CD        1.15% APY1.15% APY
$5,000  to open

Open online or at any OCB bank location today!

*Minimum opening deposit for 25 month CD is $25,000. Certificate of Deposit (CD) provides an interest rate of 2.24% with an annual percentage yield of
2.25%. **Minimum opening deposit for 15 month CD is $5,000. Certificate of Deposit (CD) provides an interest rate of 1.15% with an annual percentage
yield of 1.15%. The interest rate and annual percentage yield will be in effect for 15 or 25 months. Interest will be compounded semi-annually. A penalty will
be imposed for early withdrawal. Offer subject to change without notice. 

*

**

Find Energy Savings Here.

Make mge.com your first stop.

• Get easy, low-cost ways to save energy.

• Use calculators to estimate your savings.

• Learn about incentives from Focus on Energy.

Join us in creating a more sustainable future. 
Visit mge2050.com.

Your community energy company

Partner with MGE to 
save energy.

GS3342  03/19/2020
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on time before the end of the year. As this issue of the 
Middleton Review went to print, however, no construction 
activity had taken place yet. 

According to Mark Opitz, the city staff person in charge 
of the project, KL Engineering (the engineering firm that 
helped delay completion of the west segment last year, and 
that the city therefore put in charge of the east segment as 
well) has scheduled a “pre-construction meeting” for July 
12, after which he “should be able to provide a more exact 
time other than ‘later this summer’”. 

Does that put them behind schedule? “To the best of 
my knowledge, neither the city nor the contractor have 
previously committed to a particular date for starting 
construction - we have only committed to completing the 
work this construction season. I [Mark Opitz] continue 
to have no reason to believe that construction of the east 
segment cannot be completed before winter.”

Middleton 2021 financial report: Some highlights
At its June 21 meeting, the Middleton finance 

committee received a presentation about the city’s 2021 
annual comprehensive financial report by representatives 
from Baker Tilly, the city’s outside auditors who confirmed 
that there is a ‘clean audit opinion’ (the city’s financial 
statements are presented fairly and correctly in accordance 
with ‘generally accepted accounting principles’), and also 
pointed out that the city has received the ‘certificate of 
achievement for excellence in financial reporting’ from the 
‘Government Finance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada’ for the past three years.

Following are some introductory highlights from the 
report (the whole document is available on the city of 
Middleton’s website).

Key economic factors
The city’s equalized property valuation has increased 

from $2.7 billion to $4.3 billion over the past
ten years, an increase of 58.5%. Middleton’s equalized 

property value is the second highest in Dane county, 
behind only the city of Madison.

Middleton’s estimated population has increased from 
17,903 to 21,964 between 2012 and 2021, an increase of 
23.1%.

Unemployment remains low in Dane county at 1.4% in 
2021, below the state of Wisconsin rate of 2.8%and the 
national rate of 3.9%.

Per capita adjusted gross income in the city of 
Middleton was $64,623 in 2020.  That is an increase 
of$10,620 (19.7%) since 2012.

The city maintains an Aa1 bond rating from Moody’s 
Investors Service, based in part on the strong economic 
climate of the city.

Covid-19 pandemic
On March 17, 2020, the Middleton city council 

approved a declaration of emergency in response to the 
pandemic. After being closed to the public during most 
of 2020, Middleton’s city hall, public library and senior 
center were open in 2021. Essential services continued 
to be provided, but some activities including recreation 
and senior center programs and the aquatic center were 
operated at reduced capacity. Overall city revenues 
remained stable, including property tax revenue and 
intergovernmental aids The city experienced a significant 
reduction in hotel room tax revenue in 2020. Collections 
were up 103% in 2021 returning to about 60% of pre-

pandemic levels. While costs were up in some areas related 
to the pandemic, these were largely offset by federal and 
state assistance provided through the federal CARES Act 
and Route to Recovery funding.

ARPA
The federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was 

signed into law on March 11, 2021. ARPA includes direct 
assistance to all municipal governments in the United 
States. The city of Middleton’s allocation is $2,096,930. 
Of this amount, the city received $1,048,465 in 2021 and 
the remainder will be paid in 2022.  These funds must be 
obligated by December 31, 2024, with final payments made 
by December 31, 2026. Since the city’s total allocation 
is under $10 million, it is eligible to use the standard 
allowance for revenue-loss, allowing all the funds to be 
used for any non-prohibited public purpose. Treasury 
Department guidelines specify that ARPA funds may not 
be used for deposits to pension funds, debt service, legal 
settlements, or deposits to rainy-day funds or financial 
reserves.

2022 city budget
The city of Middleton adopts operating budgets for its 

governmental funds (general, special revenue, debt service, 
and capital projects), enterprise funds (water, sewer, and 
stormwater utilities, golf course, airport, and special utility 
district), and internal service fund. The 2022 fiscal year 
general-fund budget includes $21,926,445 in projected 
revenues and other financing sources, and $23,001,445 in 
projected expenditures and other financing uses. Included 
in these amounts is the planned use of assigned-fund 
balance and surplus funds in the amount of $1,075,000.

Funding for the operating budget of the city is provided 
by many sources, including property taxes, room taxes, 
grants and aids from the state and county, user fees, permits 
and licenses, fines, and other miscellaneous revenues. 
Several revenue sources are sensitive to economic factors, 
in particular fees for building permits, room taxes, and 
investment earnings. Building permit revenues have 
remained strong due to the strength of the local economy 
and continued construction activity. Room tax collections 
increased significantly in 2021, compared to the prior year. 
Investment income declined in 2021 due to the low interest 
rate environment and is budgeted conservatively in 2022.  

Expenditures for salaries, which represent the single 
largest operating cost, continue to be moderate. The 2022 
budget includes a modest increase (2%) in cost-of-living 
wage adjustments along with implementation of market 
adjustments based on the position of employees within pay 
ranges. All eligible city employees are contributing toward 
the cost of the pension program through the Wisconsin 
Retirement System. The city made a change in health 
insurance providers for 2022 which resulted in a 4.9% 
decrease in premiums.

The city as a whole
The city as a whole had a positive unrestricted net 

position of $3,487,380 at the close of 2021. Included 
in this total is a negative unrestricted net position for 
governmental activities of $5,745,419. The primary reason 
for the negative net position is the issuance of debt to 
finance non-capitalized improvements and development 
incentives in the city’s TIF districts that will be repaid 
through future tax increment collections. Business-type 
activities had a positive unrestricted net position of 
$9,232,799 at the close of 2021.

The city’s funds

The city of Middleton uses fund accounting to ensure 
and demonstrate compliance with finance-related laws and 
regulations. Fund financial reporting focuses on short-term 
spendable resources and balances of spendable resources 
available at year-end.

As of December 31, 2021, the city’s governmental funds 
had a combined ending fund balance of $47,831,207. Of 
this balance, $435,886 is non-spendable and $37,718,881 
is restricted. The remaining balance of $9,676,440 includes 
$4,070,511 assigned for specific purposes and $5,605,929 
that is unassigned.

General fund
The general fund is the primary operating fund of the 

city, and supports the majority of day-to-day services 
provided by the city. The total fund balance of the general 
fund as of December 31, 2021 is $11,171,585 of which 
$435,886 was non-spendable, $4,070,511 was assigned, and 
$6,665,188 was unassigned.

Debt-service fund
Debt-service fund balance as of December 31, 2021, 

totaled $348,459, an increase of $114,225. The city levied 
$5,046,926 in property taxes for debt service in 2021. 
Principal and interest payments totaled $5,365,130. The 
debt-service fund also recognized $280,558 for the issuance 
premium on the 2021 general obligation note issue, and 
received a transfer from the city’s impact fee fund in the 
amount of $150,000. Debt-service payments for the city’s 
TIF districts were reported in the individual funds rather 
than the debt service fund.

TIF districts 3 and 5
The fund balance for the TID #3 fund increased from 

$18,607,618 to $27,405,285 in 2021. This increase in fund 
balance is due to continued strong tax increment revenues 
in excess of project expenditures, and a reduction in debt 
service. Total revenues of the TID were $14,629,574, 
including $12,509,459 in tax increment collections. 
Expenditures of the district decreased by $1,689,882 from 
2020 to 2021 to $5,831,907. This includes $1,326,913 for 
administration and professional services, $4,024,496 for 
economic development incentive payments, and $303,598 
for capital outlay. There were also debt service payments 
totaling $176,900 in 2021.

The fund balance for the TID #5 fund decreased by 
$68,654 to a deficit of $1,059,259 in 2021. This decrease 
was due to additional project costs, including construction 
of the North Mendota Trail.  TID #5 revenues were 
$1,765,930 in 2021, including $1,634,332 in tax increment 
collections. Expenditures in 2021 included $729,061 for 
administration and economic development, and $450,842 
for capital outlay. There were also debt service payments 
totaling $654,681 in 2021.

Capital projects fund
The total fund balance for the city’s capital projects 

fund was $1,947,334 as of December 31, 2021. Capital 
improvement projects expenditures for 2021 totaled 
$4,288,471. Major expenditures for the year included 
the reconstruction of Mayflower Drive and vicinity 
($1,529,790), Tiedeman pond elevation control ($611,719), 
IT networking equipment ($269,295), police squad 
car replacement ($198,592) and public-safety radio 
replacement ($182,583).

General-fund budgetary highlights
The 2021 general fund final budget included revenues 

of $21,007,136 and other financing sources of $475,000, 
for a total of $21,842,136. Budgeted expenditures were 



Faith Morledge, Your Neighborhood Realtor
(608) 444.8330 | sprinkmanrealestate.com

LET’S  MAKE A
MOVE TOGETHER!

Ready to list your home?

I’m excited to announce I’ve made a move to 
Sprinkman Real Estate—a team that values local 

connections, comprehensive experience, cutting-edge 
technology, and creativity to help guide you home.

Sam Simon
608-695-2325

simons@firstweber.com

Gladys Simon
608-770-1514

simong@firstweber.com

Nick Simon
608-213-1818

simonn@firstweber.com

7979 Greenway Boulevard, Middleton

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

7410 Franklin Ave - Middleton. $369,000. 
Showings start at open house, July 9th at 
1:00 pm. 
Bright, airy 4 BR bungalow w/great living 
flexibility. Main level complete w/eat-in 
Kitchen, large LR, 2 BRs, Full BA, 3-Sea-
son Porch leading to large wrap around 
maintenance-free deck. Private, fenced-in 
yard w/beautiful English garden, pond, ir-
rigation system. Comfortable, efficient hot 
water heat w/6 wall heating/cooling units, 
separate floor thermostats. Upper level 
features large BR, 1/2 BA, dormers for 
storage. Lower level includes large BR, 1/2 
BA, separate shower stall. Newly rebricked 
concrete front porch. Large, detached 2-car 
tandem garage w/workbench. Lovingly 
cared-for home, conveniently located to 
schools, church, park, busing, shopping. 
Short walk to downtown Middleton.  
Call Nick, 608-213-1818

6181 County Road P, 
Town of Springfield - 
$374,900
Well cared for, one own-
er, ranch on over .5 acre, 
level lot. Offers day-to-
day living on Main Level 
with huge eat-in kitchen 
with lots of cupboards 
and beautiful built-in 
cabinets, separate dining 
area, large sunny living 
room, laundry, .5 bath, 3 
bedrooms plus full bath. 
Lower level includes large 
rec room, bonus room, 
.5 bath, fruit cellar. Large 
maintenance free deck 
off dinette, overlooks 
good size level lot with 
2 storage sheds. Access 
2+ car garage from either 
kitchen or front porch. 
Country living yet minutes 
from conveniences of 
neighboring communities. 
Middleton-Cross Plains 
Schools. 
Call Gladys Simon, 608-
770-1514
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$20,984,672, with $1,957,464 of other financing uses for 
a total of $22,942,136. There was a budgeted deficit of 
$1,460,000 with a planned use of fund balance.

Actual revenues and other financing sources were 
$21,427,426, which was $54,710 below budget. There 
was a positive variance of $1,612,571 from expenditures 
and other financing uses with an actual amount of  
$21,329,565. The combined variances of actuals to budget 
were a positive $1,557,861. While the final budget included 
the planned use of $1,460,000 of fund balance, the actual 
result was an increase in fund balance of $97,861.

The overall result of the general fund was a gain of 
$97,861. Some of the significant variances in the general 
fund were as follows:  

Revenues and other financing sources
Taxes were $2,192 under budget primarily due to lower 

than anticipated room tax collections. Room-tax collections 
were up 102.5% compared to 2020 as hotel stays increased 
following a sharp reduction during the beginning of 
the covid-19 pandemic. Despite this increase, room tax 
collections were $47,455 below the 2021 budget estimate.

Intergovernmental revenues were $4,146 over the final 
budget. The city received $20,983 in law enforcement aid, 
and $18,660 in pandemic relief payments that was not 
budgeted. State aid from fire insurance dues was $15,446 
higher than budget. These increases helped to offset the 
lack of a police school liaison officer payment (from the 
school district) which had been budgeted at $65,307.

Licenses and permits were $17,751 under budget. While 
there were some variations in specific permit revenues, 
overall building, electrical, and plumbing permits activity 
was consistent with budget. Plan-review fees for fire 
suppression were under budget by $20,115 due to slower 
implementation of providing this service locally rather than 
through the state of Wisconsin.

Fines and forfeitures were $44,902 under budget due to 
lower court activity during the pandemic.

Public charges for services were $47,251 lower than 
budget due to reduced recreation and senior center 
programming during the pandemic. Swimming pool and 
aquatic center concession revenues were $87,197 below 
budget due to the facility continuing to operate at reduced 
capacity.

Interdepartmental charges were on budget with 
$1,444,746 in revenue.

Special assessments revenue was $5,523 above budget 
due to additional assessable costs in the sidewalk 
replacement project.

Investment income was $31,438 higher than budget. 
Compared to the prior year, investment income declined 
by $275,864. However, the city budgeted conservatively in 
2021 due to the low interest rate environment.

Miscellaneous revenues were $3,473 above budget. This 
includes sales from Dane county arts calendars, patronage 
refunds, and a payment from the village of Cross Plains for 
assistance with storm clean-up.

Transfers-in from other funds was $8,024 above budget 
due to a higher than anticipated ‘payment in lieu of taxes’ 
calculation for the city’s water utility.

Sale of city property included a gain of $1,246 from the 
sale of miscellaneous equipment.

Expenditures and other financing uses
General government expenditures were $590,062 under 

budget. The 2021 approved budget included an emergency 
contingency of $500,000 which was not spent, contributing 

to expenditures that were under budget.
Expenditures for public safety were $203,514 lower 

than budgeted. Personnel savings from vacancies in the 
police department resulted in savings of $12,013. Capital 
expenditures for the Middleton fire district and the EMS 
department were under budget by $81,071 and $80,000, 
respectively. These amounts were added to assigned fund 
balance for public safety capital reserves.

Public works expenditures were $98,787 under budget. 
Lower expenditures for traffic signals and markings 
contributed to most of the savings with costs $60,015 
under budget. There were additional savings in several other 
areas, including street maintenance, storm sewers, and snow 
and ice removal.

Expenditures for health and human services (senior 
center) were under budget by $36,052. There were savings 
in trip and programming costs for the Middleton senior 
center as operations continued at a lower level due to the 
pandemic.

Leisure activities expenditures were $36,132 under 
budget. Costs for recreation programming and seasonal 
staff were lower as programming was scaled back during 
the pandemic. In addition, the aquatic center was operated 
with reduced capacity and staffing.

Expenditures for conservation and development were 
$148,024 lower than budgeted due to savings in forestry 
and conservancy lands from reduced tree pruning and other 
maintenance activities.

Transfers out to other funds were under budget by 
$500,000. A budgeted transfer of assigned balance for 
public safety reserves to the capital projects fund was not 
made. Other transfers, including the planned general fund 
operating support for the library and youth center funds, 
were at the budgeted levels.

Board of education: Winner after all

The Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District’s 
board of education has appointed Tabitha Hansen 
(pictured) to fill an area III seat left vacant recently after 
Minza Karim resigned for family reasons. Minza Karim 

had won her reelection this past April against challenger 
Tabitha Hansen with 3,469 votes (55.8%) to 2,730 
(43.9%). Area III includes part of the town of Middleton 
and the city of Madison south of Old Sauk Road. Tabitha 
Hansen will be up for reelection next April.

Summer in the city: National Mustard Day
Since 1992, the National Mustard Museum has been 

celebrating National Mustard Day on the first Saturday in 
August, paying tribute to the ‘greatest [condiment] of all 
time’ (goat).  Hubbard Avenue in front of the National 
Mustard Museum will be the scene with hot dogs and 
bratwursts, mustard ice cream, hot soft pretzels, mustard 
tastings, live music and mustard games for kids of all ages 
on Saturday, August 6.  

Live music will begin on the French’s Music Stage at 
10:oo am with The Blue Accordion. Madison Black Star 
Drum Line will rock the streets at 11:00 am, followed 
by afternoon headliners The Dawg Bones. At the family 
tent, the ‘Kids Are People Too!’ will entertain the crowds 
with interactive rock ‘n roll shows, and everyone will want 
to take part in the new ‘pie-walk’ (better than the old-
fashioned ‘cake-walk’) sponsored by the Hubbard Avenue 
Diner. 

Usinger’s of Milwaukee returns as the official sausage 
sponsor of National Mustard Day. A special addition this 
year will be mustard-flavored ice cream from Chocolate 
Shoppe Ice Cream Company.  New activities include a 
portable rock climbing wall and a mustard speed pitching 
game. 

New York artist Steven Marcus will be inside the 
Museum with his new exhibition of fanciful mustard art.  

Details of all the activities and a schedule are online at 
www.mustardmuseum.org/mustard-day/ 

The National Mustard Museum recently concluded 
the annual World-Wide Mustard Competition and on 
Mustard Day visitors will have the opportunity to taste 
many of the medal winning mustards, including the 2022 
grand champion Tiger Tail Curry Mustard. (See pages 40 
and 41 for more details.) 

The nonprofit National Mustard Museum holds the 
world’s largest collection of mustards (more than 6,500) 
and mustard memorabilia. Mustard lovers will have the 
opportunity to buy the museum’s book, The Art of Mustard, 
with more than 600 pictures of objects and artifacts in 
the museum collection. The popular game, Please Pass the 
Mustard!, will also be available for sale, as are hundreds of 
mustards and other gourmet foods. 

For those unable to attend the festival, the organizers 
will launch a Mustard Day YouTube video, with mustard 
greetings from around the world, on the morning of 
August 6.  They will also host a live Mustard Day Zoom at  
5:00 pm (cdt) on August 6. Details and links will be 
available on the Mustard Museum’s web sites  
(www.mustardmuseum.com and www.mustardmuseum.org) 
the week before Mustard Day.



Happy Hour
12:00 - 6:00

75¢ off mixers, taps 
& bottles

Outdoor patio
open for your pleasure.

2611 Branch Street Middleton WI
608-831-0436      bristledboar.com







Tucuma

“A piece of Brazil in the United States” is how Lorraine 
Chiapim (pictured) describes Tucuma, the small restaurant she 
opened June 17 on Parmenter Street in Middleton. Featuring 
“Brazil’s most popular dishes, especially desserts”, the menu 
is a whirlwind tour through the country’s cuisine. Bestsellers 
- with good reason - are ‘coxhina’ (fried dough filled with 
chicken and cheese), ‘picanha’ (steak sandwich), acai bowls 
(imported from Brazil, blended with Guarana), ‘feijoada’ 
(black beans with pork), ‘bobo de camarao’ (shrimp stew with 
coconut milk and cassava) and, for dessert, ‘brigadeiro’ (very 
rich confections with chocolate and various nuts). Every 
Saturday a different Brazilian comfort food is the lunch 
special.

Tucuma
3301 Parmenter Street, Middleton WI 53562
608-316-0773
www.tucumafood.com
Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
  Sunday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

O’Connell’s Good Neighbor Liquor

The last week of June Bill and Mary O’Connell (pictured with 
dogs to the left and right of the scissors in the front row) not 
only celebrated the tenth anniversary of O’Connell’s Liquor 
on Parmenter Street, they also held the official ribbon-cutting 
of their new expansion. Already known for their impeccable 
service and grand selection of wines, beers, seltzers, whiskeys, 
vodkas, gins and many other fine liquors, their larger premises 
make browsing, and buying, now even more pleasant, and the 
selection more impressive. The photo was taken at the ribbon-
cutting on Thursday, June 30.

O’Connell’s Good Neighbor Liquor
3111 Parmenter Street, Middleton WI 53562
608-831-8400
Follow them on Facebook
Hours: Monday - Sunday 9:00 am to 9:00 pm

Business
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7531 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton
(608) 203-8891 

www.clothandmetalboutique.com

Environmentally conscious women’s boutique for all fashion lovers, 
offering stylish clothing, handmade fine jewelry, 

and hand-poured candles by the owner.

Owner Lisa McGuire is a passionate designer, 
trained metalsmith, and motivated entrepreneur 

committed to sourcing and creating local, 
sustainable, and environmentally conscious products.

Friendly dogs are also welcome! 
Shop our looks in-store and online.

BALAYAGE * Haircut/Color * Massage * PEDICURE/MANICURE 
Waxing * Eyelash Extensions * Permanent Make-Up * Skin Care

Beauty starts here ...

Hours:
Mon - Thu 9 am - 8 pm * Fri 9 am - 7 pm * Sat 9 am - 5 pm

$10 off for new clients

1810 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 820-1000
BOOK NOW at: www.dgbeautysalon.com



Located 1902 Parmenter Street,
in the heart of downtown Middleton

 Featuring 16 rotating draft lines 
of the best beer Wisconsin has to offer

Great pub food 
using locally sourced ingredients

Over 100 bourbons, Scotch whiskies 
and Irish whiskeys to choose from

Happy hour 3 - 6 p.m. Mon - Fri
www.freehousepub.com

Expanded patio areas!

* Great BurgerGreat Burger and SandwichSandwich menu
* Daily BreakfastBreakfast 

* Prime Rib BreakfastPrime Rib Breakfast on Sunday
* Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials Monday to Friday
* All-You-Can-Eat Fish FryAll-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry on Friday

* 14 TVs14 TVs to watch 
your favorite sports teams

* Meat RafflesMeat Raffles on Saturday, 2 pm

2401 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 827-7285
www.paulsneighborhoodbar.com



The Village 
Green

Old Fashioned Tavern

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials
Tuesday:Tuesday:

Meatball Sandwich - $7.50Meatball Sandwich - $7.50
Wednesday:Wednesday:

Sloppy Joe - $8.50Sloppy Joe - $8.50
Thursday:Thursday:

Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50

Downtown Middleton
Across from Middleton Center

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday

11:00 am until noon
Our famous burger, only

$3.00!
(add cheese $0.50)

Must be seated by noon!

7508 Hubbard Avenue  Middleton, WI
(609) 831-9962

thevillagegreen608@gmail.com

Serving Tuesday - Saturday
from 11:00 am

SHOW YOUR PICKLE

Exclusive deals 
for pickle holders!

(Pickle must be present)

Friday Tavern Fish FryFriday Tavern Fish Fry
Fridays

Starting at 3 pm
Fish Dinner: $15.00

Shrimp Dinner: $15.00
1/2 & 1/2 Dinner
(Shrimp & Fish): 

$15.00

Lunch Only (11 am - 2 pm)
Fish Basket: $9.50

Fish Sandwich: $8.50
Shrimp N’ Fries Basket: $10.50



From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Mondays and Thursdays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter



Cover story

Gypsy moths
The infestation that could have been prevented
Gypsy moths have devastated Saks Woods, and they could soon spread into the conservancy lands if the city council continues to do nothing.

By George Zens

Residents in the Middleton’s Saks Woods neigh-
borhood (the area around Maywood Avenue, 
Mayflower Drive, Boulder Lane and Columbus 

Drive) are worried about a massive infestation of gypsy 
moths (also called ‘spongy moths’). 

The large caterpillars - they can grow up to four 
inches long - are voracious eaters and in large numbers 
can defoliate entire trees (they especially like oaks) in a 
matter of days. (See box on gypsy moth basics on page 26.)

As if that wasn’t bad enough, the infestation does not 
only affect the trees, but also houses and whole back-
yards, leading to, as one neighborhood resident put it 
in a letter to city officials, ‘the complete inability to use 
outdoor spaces’.

It has become too large to be dealt with by the resi-
dents on their own, and while they are overwhelmed by 
the infestation, they are underwhelmed by the city’s re-

sponse, which has been close to non-existent, especially 
in view of the fact that residents already drew the city’s 
attention to the emerging infestation last year.

Aerial spraying used to be effective, but that hasn’t 
happened in Middleton recently (the state’s depart-
ment of natural resources carried out aerial spraying 
against gypsy moths in two state parks in May and early 
June, Devil’s Lake and Kettle Moraine, while the de-
partment of agriculture, trade and consumer protection 
sprays in the western counties, but not anywhere near 
Middleton). Considering the proximity of Parisi Park, 
the creek corridor and Pheasant Branch Conservancy, 
many residents think that the infestation is of much 
larger concern than their backyards, and that the city 
would do well not to ignore it.

On June 21, the Middleton common council dis-
cussed what the city will or can and cannot do about 

the gypsy moths (caterpillar) infestation.
A document prepared by the assistant director of the 

park and recreation department, Mark Wegner, for the 
council discussion did not leave much room for opti-
mism for this year. 

According to that document it was too late for aerial 
spraying, as at that point it would also result in kill-
ing non-gypsy moth caterpillars, and the approval and 
notification process for a spraying operation, not to 
mention finding a contractor, takes time, and the infes-
tation was already too large for pheromone treatment 
to work. That apparently left only ‘small actions’ that 
may or may not result in ‘cumulative effects’: ‘barriers or 
sticky bands around trees now’ (which some residents 
have done, although they do not keep the caterpillars 
off buildings, patio furniture, and out of backyards gen-
erally), ‘collect and destroy caterpillars each day (bucket 
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Gypsy moth caterpillars can defoliate an oak 
tree in a matter of days (photo on facing page 

taken early June on Boulder Lane). 
Left: Caterpillars stopped by sticky tape from 

climbing up a trunk (Maywood Avenue).

of soapy water)’, and ‘in July crush and brush pupae and 
adult females’. Adult females lay up to a thousand eggs 
each, but cannot fly, and destroying them this year will, 
hopefully, make a dent in next year’s population. (See 
box on population control on page 27.)

According to Mark Wegner, defoliation does not 
necessarily kill trees, and if it does, it is because of the 
cumulative effect of several causes that have weakened 
them. Still, while relativizing the lasting damage gypsy 
moth caterpillars on their own can do to trees, he does 
concede that ‘we do not want this to happen repeatedly’.

Meanwhile, the city could prepare for aerial spraying 
in 2023, although it would be pretty much on its own 
in organizing and carrying out the task. The Wisconsin 
DNR has stopped its spray program (apart from the 
mentioned limited actions in some state parks), and 
only offers advisory support short of practical help (at 
least it doesn’t seem to stand in the way of local spraying 
initiatives, though). 

For the city of Middleton to carry out aerial spray-
ing next year, it would need to ‘monitor and determine 
the area’ (Mark Wegner estimates an area of about a 
hundred acres between Park Street, Franklin Avenue, 
Branch Street and the creek corridor), get cost esti-
mates and secure funding, and ‘amend the current for-
estry ordinance to reflect best management practices for 
insect and disease issues’, since ‘the current ordinance is 
more reactionary’ and not flexible enough ‘to deal with 
future or unknown issues’, which ‘wastes time’.

One of the conclusions from the council discussion 
was that the current Saks Woods infestation of gypsy 
moths caterpillars and defoliation of (primarily) oak 
trees was probably not only going to get worse before 
it would abate, but could most likely have been avoid-
ed altogether, or to this extent, if the Middleton city 
council had not refused last year to allocate $15,000 
for preventive measures requested by Mark Wegner. As 
things stand now, it could get a lot more expensive - 
for private property owners and city taxpayers, without 
even considering the cost to the quality of life, public 
health (including the risk of respiratory disease), oak 
tree cover, and property values of doing nothing.

Residents themselves have suggested a series of 
measures to be implemented between now and next 
spring to fight the infestation. These measures, echoing 
the recommendations by Mark Wegner, include put-
ting sticky bands or burlap sacks around tree trunks, 
physically removing and destroying caterpillars, pupae 
and grown moths, especially females, which are easi-
ly identifiable, destroying egg masses where accessible, 
surveying egg masses to determine the future spread 
of the caterpillars, and spraying affected areas in April 
and May 2023. The spraying operation itself will require 
some prep work, including contracting with profession-
al applicators, giving public notice, and - first and fore-
most - allocating the necessary funding.

As indicated, during last year’s process for the 2022 
budget, the city forester had requested $15,000 in the 

operating budget to fund preventive measures against 
gypsy moths infestation in response to citizens’ requests 
for city help (the same citizens who are now dealing 
with a much bigger infestation), but the finance com-
mittee and the council eliminated the funding in the 
final budget. According to Mark Wegner, Saks Woods 
and the city ‘probably wouldn’t be in the situation we’re 
in if we had got the funding, or at least not to this ex-
tent’.

Middleton’s elected officials have a long and proud 
history of being penny-wise and pound-foolish, espe-
cially when it comes to maintenance and prevention 
expenses, and true to precedent, fighting gypsy moths 
now will be significantly more expensive: At least twice 
as expensive (about $30,000) at current rates just for 
aerial spraying, if the infected area does not increase be-
yond the hundred-acre wood outlined by the city for-
ester, with Franklin Avenue, Park Street, Branch Street 
and the creek corridor as outer limits (although there 
are indications that the caterpillars have already spread 
beyond that). 

The last time the city sprayed against the caterpillars 
in 2009/2010, the area included 520 acres between Par-
menter Street, University Avenue, Lake Mendota and 
Century Avenue. If current climate and weather con-
ditions persist (dry rather than wet springs) the infes-
tations could eventually spread to other neighborhoods 
and larger public-lands areas, including Lakeview Park, 
the creek corridor and Pheasant Branch conservancy.
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Getting rid of the infestation is not just a matter of 
quality of life for the affected residents (backyards are 
pretty much unusable because of the amount of cater-
pillars and caterpillar feces), but also of survival of hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of oak and other trees (healthy 
trees can withstand defoliation once, maybe twice, but 
beyond that they are at risk from all kinds of stress and 
diseases).

The council did not make any decisions or recom-
mendations about how the city could help the affected 
neighborhood in the immediate, nor did it schedule a 
follow-up discussion. It did, however, approve a motion 
to send the forestry ordinance to the license and or-
dinance committee, so it can be amended to allow for 
faster action in the future. 

There was also no hint as to whether the council 
members would approve funding for aerial spraying in 
next year’s budget. 

According to the city’s 2023-budget schedule, fund-
ing requests must be made by the various department 
heads in July and August. They will be reviewed in-
ternally in August and September, and by the finance 
committee in September (September 15 and 29), with 
a recommendation for a budget to the council on Oc-
tober 4. A public hearing and discussion on the final 
budget will take place at a special council meeting on 
November 10, and the budget will be approved, togeth-
er with the tax levy, at the council’s regular meeting on 
November 15. 

The budget requests are also reviewed fairly early 
in the process by the appropriate committees, which 
in this case would be the park, recreation and forest-
ry commission. It meets on the first and third Monday 
of every month, and last year it reviewed the park and 
recreation department’s budgets on August 2 (capital 
budget), August 16 (operating and capital budgets) and 
September 20 (operating budget, which at that point 
still included the $15,000 request). In other words, cit-
izen who are worried about next year’s infestation and 
the city’s response should start paying attention to the 
budget process soon, and make sure that the issue stays 
in their council representatives’ minds. 

The ones most concerned are Katy Nelson, whose 

Gypsy moth basics

European gypsy moths were accidentally introduced into Massachusetts in 1869 by an amateur entomologist. Since then, their caterpillars have defoliated millions of 
acres of trees in forests and urban areas in at least twenty states and the Washington DC area. Gypsy moth caterpillars feed on more than 300 species of deciduous and 
evergreen trees.

Gypsy moth populations may have a temporary, large increase (‘outbreak’) in an area about every ten years. Defoliation of susceptible tree and shrub species may be 
widespread during outbreaks, although healthy trees and shrubs are likely to survive if they are defoliated. High caterpillar numbers can be a tremendous nuisance, not least 
because of their sheer numbers and the amount of feces they produce. In addition, the caterpillar hairs cause skin rashes and other reactions in some people. Management 
options for reducing high populations include: egg mass oils, barrier and collection bands, physically destroying life stages, drowning egg masses and caterpillars in a can 
of soapy water, insecticidal soaps, and insecticide application to high-value trees or forest stands.

Gypsy moths are moving east to west across the United States, and were first found in Wisconsin in the late 1960s in the eastern part of the state. By 1989, they had 
settled along Wisconsin’s eastern shore from Milwaukee to Green Bay. Moths have since been found in every county. The eastern two-thirds of the state is considered 
generally infested and is quarantined (which also means the state is not trying anymore to actively extreminate them). The quarantine prohibits the movement of items 
that could harbor gypsy moth eggs, caterpillars or adults, and could introduce them in as yet uninfested areas.

The effort to slow the establishment of spongy moth continues in unquarantined counties of western Wisconsin (see map). In these counties, the Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) monitors for the pest using traps, and conducts aerial spray treatments on any isolated populations it finds.

(Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources)

Boyd Rossing of Maywood Avenue, and many 
of  his neighbors, have seen their trees defoliated 

by gypsy moth caterpillars, and the damage is 
not limited to oak trees. When this photo was 
taken in late June, the pupa stage was already 

beginning under the cover of burlap.
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district 3 is at the epicenter of the infestation; Emily 
Kuhn, whose district 4 includes Lakeview Park and part 
of Pheasant Branch Conservancy; Lisa Janairo, whose 
district 6 includes tree-rich Middleton Hills with its 
oak savannah; Dan Ramsey, whose district 7 includes 
part of the Pheasant Branch Creek Corridor and parts 
of the conservancy; and, maybe to a lesser extent, Luke 
Fuszard, whose district 5 also includes part of the creek 
corridor.

Still, in theory, and in practice, no part of the city is 
safe, as the gypsy moths move. Not very fast, but, as 

the progress from the east coast shows, steadily. As the 
females can’t fly they don’t move very far during their 
final stage of life. But they lay their eggs wherever they 
happen to emerge from their pupae, and that could be 
the wheel well of a vehicle or trailer, or a piece of patio 
furniture, or pieces of firewood, or any other spot that is 
inconveniently hard to find and clean. Most important, 
that is how the egg masses can inadvertently be moved 
and begin an infestation in another area. 

The caterpillars move around, although as pedes-
trians not very far and not very fast from where they 

hatched, but they can be carried by the wind from tree 
tops hanging from silk threads they produce, in which 
case they can quickly travel more than a hundred yards 
- and that is how they will get from Mayflower Drive to 
Parisi Park to the creek corridor to ... (See box on devel-
opment stages on page 30.)

In the opinion of some residents, the city might 
consider helping this year yet, namely with looking 
for and destroying egg masses. Especially egg masses 
that are high up in trees are best removed by adequate-
ly equipped and trained professionals, which of course 

Population control throughout the year

July: ‘Crush & brush’ pupae and adult females
The gypsy moth is immobile during its pupal stage, and can easily be crushed, or brushed into a container of soapy water to prevent them from making it to the adult 

stage. If caterpillars have been abundant in an area, do some thorough scouting to check for the brownish pupae (3/4 to 2 1/2 inches long), which are often tucked away in 
protected spots. Adult gypsy moths appear within two weeks. Adult females (pale, whitish color)  can’t fly, and, like the pupae, can be crushed, or brushed into a container 
in soapy water. Since each female can easily lay up to a thousand eggs, eliminating adult female moths can help reduce future populations.

August/September: Watch for pinholes in egg masses.
Pinholes indicate the presence of the tiny parasitic wasp Ooencyrtus kuvanae. These wasps do not sting humans but will attack gypsy moth eggs as long as the tempera-

ture is above freezing.
Besides the parasitic wasps, gypsy moths are also naturally kept in check by a virus (nucleopolyhedrosis virus - NPV) and a fungus (Entomophaga maimaiga). The virus 

is always present in gypsy moths populations, but it doesn’t become fatal until the moths are weakened from stress due to high numbers and the resulting competition for 
food and space. The virus’s effects are thus time-delayed in that they don’t significantly reduce the population until one or two years after a major outbreak. The fungus is 
weather-dependent and thrives at its most deadly in cool, wet weather in spring and early summer - exactly what we didn’t have this year. A caterpillar killed by the virus 
will be shaped like an upside down V, while it will look desiccated if killed by the fungus.

Mid-October to mid-April: Destroy egg masses.
Destroy egg masses by spraying them with a horticultural oil labeled for gypsy moth egg masses (available at lawn and garden centers or online) or by scraping them 

off and killing them. One should not use motor oil, mineral oils, non-horticultural oils or others not labeled for spongy moth. Spray the oil onto the egg mass until it is 
soaked. If scraping off egg masses, one has to be careful not to harm the bark of the tree, as that could do more damage than good that way. Use a knife or paint scraper to 
gently scrape all of the eggs into a jar. Eggs can be killed by soaking them in soapy water for two days before discarding them in the trash. One shouldn’t just scrape egg 
masses onto the ground or try to crush them under one’s shoe as that won’t kill them. Any parts of the egg mass one can’t scrape off can also hold surviving eggs.

Late April: Place barrier bands on tree trunks.
Just after gypsy moth caterpillars have hatched, and are still small and young, barrier bands will prevent them from climbing back into trees after ballooning or falling. 

Barrier bands can be purchased or made using duct tape or other nonporous materials that can be wrapped around a tree trunk and coated with a commercially available 
sticky material such as TangleFoot® or Vaseline®. Sticky material must never be put directly on the tree trunk. On thin-barked trees, butcher paper or paper bags should 
be tied around the trunk before using the duct tape. The sticky material may need to be re-applied periodically due to rain and other environmental conditions, as well as 
when the bands are covered with caterpillars.

May/June: Apply insecticides.
If one chooses to use pesticides to control the caterpillars, they must be applied at this time. There are two options: biological and chemical pesticides. For assistance in 

applying insecticides, consider contacting a certified arborist.
Biological pesticides 
The most common treatment used against the caterpillarsis a spray of Bacillus thuringiensis, commonly called Bt. This biological pesticide is highly specific, meaning 

different varieties of Bt affect only very specific species. Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk) is the certain strain that must be used to control the gypsy moth. This bacterial 
insecticide kills caterpillars that eat it within a week of its application. Bt causes the cells of the caterpillar’s stomach lining to rupture. It is found naturally in the soil and 
degrades within a week when exposed to sunlight. The variety of Bt used against the gypsy moth only affects caterpillars of moths and butterflies that feed on treated leaves, 
and has no effect on animals, birds, people, or even other insects. It is sold under various labels (Dipel, Foray, and Thuricide, to name a few). Bt must be applied to trees in 
May when caterpillars are less than half an inch long. Timing is critical as Bt is significantly less effective on older/larger caterpillars.

Chemical insecticides
Numerous insecticides are registered in Wisconsin as being effective against gypsy moth caterpillars in Wisconsin, and are available at hardware stores, garden centers 

or nurseries. Bifenthrin, carbaryl, zeta-cypermethrin and permethrin are the most common active ingredients, and they are available in several formulations. If one chooses 
to use a chemical insecticide, one must consider the potential impact on beneficial insects and the gypsy moth’s natural enemies, which can also die from the application.

Early June: Replace barrier bands with collection bands.
Collection bands can be made from medium-weight, neutral-colored cloth or burlap approximately twelve to eighteen inches wide, and long enough to completely wrap 

around a tree. Using a piece of cord or twine, fasten the middle of the cloth band to the trunk at chest height. Fold the top half of the cloth down to cover the bottom 
half. Older caterpillars are attracted to these ‘skirts’ when looking for a place to hide during the day. Remove and destroy the caterpillars each day by scraping them into 
a bucket of soapy water.

(Source: UW Extension)
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costs money. While there is some hope that the city 
might pay for some of that work on private land (al-
though no such request has officially been made yet), 
it would certainly be in the city’s (and the communi-
ty’s) best interest if the city paid attention to the moths’ 
progress on public lands, and had egg masses removed 
there as much as possible.

During the June 21 council meeting, Mark Wegner 
did point out that city officials could set themselves up 
for criticism if they decided to spend money on fighting 
the gypsy moth while they declined to spend money to 
fight the emerald ash borer on public or private land not 
so many years ago. Especially since, in view of the city 
refusal to protect ash trees, a number of private property 
owners took it upon themselves to pay for treatment, 
not only of their own trees, but also of terrace trees, 
which are public property. These treatments have to be 
carried out over eight to ten years, which adds up to a 
not inconsiderable cost (it was this cost-benefit analysis 
that led the city to cut down ash trees and replace them 
rather than to try to protect them). 

On the other hand, the gypsy moth caterpillars’ tox-
icity and feces pose a public health risk that emerald 
ash borers don’t, which, in the opinion of Katy Nelson 
at least, makes this situation different, and could justify 
the city’s intervention.

Development stages

The gypsy moth has four distinct developmental stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult. Each life stage looks and behaves very differently from the other stages. Eggs and 
pupae appear lifeless, but undergo dramatic changes internally. Larvae eat and accumulate fat that is used when they are adults to find a mate and reproduce. 

Eggs: The overwintering stage
Eggs are laid in August and the embryo immediately starts developing during the warm days of summer. In a month, the tiny larva is fully formed and ready to hatch. 

At this point, however, the larva goes into diapause, shutting down metabolic activities and becoming insensitive to cold. In suspended animation, the larva passes the 
winter within the egg. As temperatures increase in early spring, the larva inside the egg slowly becomes more active. In mid-May, just as the leaves of trees are expanding, 
the larva chews through the egg shell and hatches.

The larva (caterpillar): A feeding machine
Before starting to feed, larvae, or caterpillars as they are commonly known, disperse throughout the forest in a behavior called ballooning. The larva climbs to the top of 

the tree on which it hatched, and dangles in the air on a silk thread. When a breeze catches the larva, the thread breaks and it is carried on the wind for up to 150 yards. 
Once the larva has finished ballooning, it begins to feed. It will eat for five to six weeks depending on its sex. Females feed for an extra week to put on the fat necessary 
to produce eggs. About once a week the larva will grow too large for its exoskeleton and it will molt. The leftover exoskeletons can aggravate allergies in some people. The 
molts separate the larval period into five or six stages, called instars. Early in larval development, instars one through three, larvae feed during the day. Once they reach 
the fourth instar, however, they start to feed at night and climb down to hide under rough bark or in leaf litter during the day, possibly to avoid being eaten by birds. The 
larvae take on their characteristic look with the blue and red dots down their back at about the end of the first instar. Before that they look quite black. About 90% of the 
leaves consumed by a larva will be eaten in the last two instars.

The pupa: The transformation stage
When the larva is fully grown (about one and a half inches for males and two and a half inches for females), it starts wandering around, looking for a safe place to pu-

pate. They look for a protected place where they will be safe from enemies like mice, birds, and parasitic wasps. Typical hiding places include between ridges of bark, under 
flaps of loose bark, or in cracks of rock outcroppings. They can also be found in crevices on the undersides of vehicles, in firewood piles, on the underside of tree branches, 
or on outdoor furniture and play sets. Once the larva has found a safe spot, it sheds its skin and its new skin hardens into a dark brown shell. It is immobile for most of 
the pupal stage while its entire body is rearranged within the pupal shell. After a week or two, the worm-like caterpillar has been transformed into the winged adult moth 
which then breaks free of the pupal shell.

The adult moth: They live to reproduce
Adult gypsy moth males and females look very different from each other. Females are one and a half inches long and are white with a black  V-shaped marking on their 

forewings. Female moths cannot fly and will fall to the ground if picked up. Male moths are mottled brown and gray, and have large feathery antennae. They are similar in 
appearance to many native moths. They can be distinguished, however, by their behavior, as they fly in search of females in late afternoon and not at night. The only function 
of the adult stage of the gypsy moth is to reproduce. Unlike many other moths and butterflies, the adult gupsy moths cannot feed. They have about two weeks to find a mate 
before they die. Once the male has found the female, they mate and the female lays all her eggs in a single teardrop-shaped mass one to one and a half inches long, and 
covers it with yellowish-tan colored hairs from her own body. Each female lays only one egg mass and each egg mass can hold between five hundred and a thousand eggs.

(Source: UW Extension)

The third stage:
Caterpillars become pupae (here 

on Maywood Avenue in late June) 
before turning into adult moths.
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Photos by George Zens

Oak and other trees in various stages of 
defoliation on Maywood Avenue in June.
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Downtown plaza (Stone Horse Green)
Construction schedule

ID Task 
Mode

Task Name Duration Start Finish Predecessors

1 Mobilization 1 day Mon 4/11/22 Mon 4/11/22
2 Site Fencing 1 day Tue 4/12/22 Tue 4/12/22
3 Erosion Control 2 days Wed 4/13/22 Thu 4/14/22
5 Excavate Building Foundation 5 days Mon 4/18/22 Fri 4/22/22
6 Form and Pour Footings 3 days Wed 5/18/22 Fri 5/20/22
4 Utility Street Tie ins and bring into Building 5 days Mon 5/23/22 Fri 5/27/22
7 Form and Pour Foundation Walls 4 days Tue 5/24/22 Fri 5/27/22
10 Under Slab Electrical and Plumbing 10 days Mon 6/6/22 Fri 6/17/22
8 Form and Pour Stoops 5 days Mon 6/13/22 Fri 6/17/22
9 Perimeter insulation and Backfill Building 5 days Mon 6/13/22 Fri 6/17/22
11 Prep and Pour building slab 1 day Mon 6/20/22 Mon 6/20/22
12 Masonry Walls 10 days Fri 6/24/22 Thu 7/7/22
25 Install HM Door Frames 1 day Mon 6/27/22 Mon 6/27/22
16 Glulam Timber Delivery (tentative) 1 day Fri 7/1/22 Fri 7/1/22
14 Truss Delivery 1 day Tue 7/5/22 Tue 7/5/22
15 Underground Site Utilities 5 days Tue 7/5/22 Mon 7/11/22
17 Set Trusses and Sheathing 1 day Fri 7/8/22 Fri 7/8/22
13 Site Grading 10 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/22/22
18 Rough Framing for Shelter 4 days Mon 7/11/22 Thu 7/14/22
19 Plumbing Rough in 15 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/29/22
20 Electrical Rough In 15 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/29/22
21 HVAC Rough in 15 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/29/22
34 PVC Roofing and Flashing 10 days Fri 7/15/22 Thu 7/28/22
30 Glulam Timber Structure 15 days Mon 7/18/22 Fri 8/5/22
31 Fiber Cement Siding 10 days Mon 7/18/22 Fri 7/29/22
22 Concrete Bandwork 10 days Fri 7/22/22 Thu 8/4/22
23 Landscaping Limestones and Retaining Walls 15 days Fri 7/22/22 Thu 8/11/22
27 Building Interior Finishes 5 days Fri 7/29/22 Thu 8/4/22
36 Install Windows and Display Case 2 days Sun 7/31/22 Mon 8/1/22
26 Install Doors and Hardware 2 days Thu 8/4/22 Fri 8/5/22
32 Concrete Flatwork 15 days Thu 8/4/22 Wed 8/24/22
29 MEP Finishes 5 days Mon 8/8/22 Fri 8/12/22
33 Painting 5 days Mon 8/8/22 Fri 8/12/22
24 Form and Pour Trench Drain 2 days Thu 8/11/22 Fri 8/12/22
28 Form and Pour sculpture footings 2 days Mon 8/15/22 Tue 8/16/22
35 Prep Base for Landscaping Pavers 3 days Wed 8/17/22 Fri 8/19/22
37 Install Landscape Pavers 10 days Mon 8/22/22 Fri 9/2/22
38 Plantings 3 days Mon 8/22/22 Wed 8/24/22
39 Sod 5 days Mon 9/5/22 Fri 9/9/22
40 Punchlist 10 days Mon 9/5/22 Fri 9/16/22
41 Cleanup and Demobilize, Turnover 1 day Fri 9/16/22 Fri 9/16/22
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ID Task 
Mode

Task Name Duration Start Finish Predecessors

1 Mobilization 1 day Mon 4/11/22 Mon 4/11/22
2 Site Fencing 1 day Tue 4/12/22 Tue 4/12/22
3 Erosion Control 2 days Wed 4/13/22 Thu 4/14/22
5 Excavate Building Foundation 5 days Mon 4/18/22 Fri 4/22/22
6 Form and Pour Footings 3 days Wed 5/18/22 Fri 5/20/22
4 Utility Street Tie ins and bring into Building 5 days Mon 5/23/22 Fri 5/27/22
7 Form and Pour Foundation Walls 4 days Tue 5/24/22 Fri 5/27/22
10 Under Slab Electrical and Plumbing 10 days Mon 6/6/22 Fri 6/17/22
8 Form and Pour Stoops 5 days Mon 6/13/22 Fri 6/17/22
9 Perimeter insulation and Backfill Building 5 days Mon 6/13/22 Fri 6/17/22
11 Prep and Pour building slab 1 day Mon 6/20/22 Mon 6/20/22
12 Masonry Walls 10 days Fri 6/24/22 Thu 7/7/22
25 Install HM Door Frames 1 day Mon 6/27/22 Mon 6/27/22
16 Glulam Timber Delivery (tentative) 1 day Fri 7/1/22 Fri 7/1/22
14 Truss Delivery 1 day Tue 7/5/22 Tue 7/5/22
15 Underground Site Utilities 5 days Tue 7/5/22 Mon 7/11/22
17 Set Trusses and Sheathing 1 day Fri 7/8/22 Fri 7/8/22
13 Site Grading 10 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/22/22
18 Rough Framing for Shelter 4 days Mon 7/11/22 Thu 7/14/22
19 Plumbing Rough in 15 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/29/22
20 Electrical Rough In 15 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/29/22
21 HVAC Rough in 15 days Mon 7/11/22 Fri 7/29/22
34 PVC Roofing and Flashing 10 days Fri 7/15/22 Thu 7/28/22
30 Glulam Timber Structure 15 days Mon 7/18/22 Fri 8/5/22
31 Fiber Cement Siding 10 days Mon 7/18/22 Fri 7/29/22
22 Concrete Bandwork 10 days Fri 7/22/22 Thu 8/4/22
23 Landscaping Limestones and Retaining Walls 15 days Fri 7/22/22 Thu 8/11/22
27 Building Interior Finishes 5 days Fri 7/29/22 Thu 8/4/22
36 Install Windows and Display Case 2 days Sun 7/31/22 Mon 8/1/22
26 Install Doors and Hardware 2 days Thu 8/4/22 Fri 8/5/22
32 Concrete Flatwork 15 days Thu 8/4/22 Wed 8/24/22
29 MEP Finishes 5 days Mon 8/8/22 Fri 8/12/22
33 Painting 5 days Mon 8/8/22 Fri 8/12/22
24 Form and Pour Trench Drain 2 days Thu 8/11/22 Fri 8/12/22
28 Form and Pour sculpture footings 2 days Mon 8/15/22 Tue 8/16/22
35 Prep Base for Landscaping Pavers 3 days Wed 8/17/22 Fri 8/19/22
37 Install Landscape Pavers 10 days Mon 8/22/22 Fri 9/2/22
38 Plantings 3 days Mon 8/22/22 Wed 8/24/22
39 Sod 5 days Mon 9/5/22 Fri 9/9/22
40 Punchlist 10 days Mon 9/5/22 Fri 9/16/22
41 Cleanup and Demobilize, Turnover 1 day Fri 9/16/22 Fri 9/16/22
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Member FDIC 5515 Monona Drive, Monona, WI 53716  •  (608) 223-3000

It’s Easy. 
SCAN THE QR CODE TO OPEN YOUR ACCOUNTS ONLINE TODAY. 
If you prefer to open your account in person, stop by any of our 
nine locations or call (608) 223-3000 to talk to a Banking Advisor.

JUST FOLLOW THESE TWO EASY STEPS:

Your $300 bonus will be deposited into your new non-interest-bearing account within 90 days after you complete the two easy steps above. Of course, 
you’ll need to keep your accounts in good standing and actively use your new accounts and services (5+ transactions per month). While we truly value our 
current clients, this special offer is only available to households that have not received a similar bonus in the past and don’t currently have a checking  
account with us. Offer expires on August 31, 2022.

OPEN a True Checking account ($100 minimum deposit to open) and at least one additional  
deposit product, like a savings or money market account. Our True Checking account makes your 
banking simple with no minimum daily balance requirement and no monthly service charge.  
 
MOVE your payroll or monthly Social Security direct deposit to your new checking account to 
start taking advantage of the many benefits Monona Bank offers. Our ClickSWITCH® tool 
makes it easy to move your direct deposit, automatic payments and more!

1

2

VISIT mononabank.com TO FIND A LOCATION NEAR TO YOU.

BELLEVILLE  |  BROOKLYN  |  COTTAGE GROVE  |  CROSS PLAINS  |  MADISON  |  MIDDLETON  |  MONONA  |  SAUK PRAIRIE

35,000 + 
Surcharge-free 
ATM Network

True Mobile  
Banking App

Send money by text  
or email to friends  
and family.

Digital Wallet 
Apple Pay,® Google Pay,™ 
Samsung Pay,® PayPal™  
and Visa® Checkout.

Text and 
Email Alerts

True Mobile Deposit 
Deposit a check using 
your smartphone.

Our Trusted Tools 
Make Your 
Banking Easier.

WHEN YOU START BANKING WITH US.

Receive

MB 300 Offer 2022_9.5x11.qxp_Layout 1  5/11/22  9:17 AM  Page 1



Appetizers * Soups * Vegetarian * Chicken * Tandoori Specialties 
Lamb, Beef & Seafood

Tandoori Baked Breads * Indo-Chinese * Biryani Specialties
We only serve Halal Meats

Lunch (off menu only)
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Dinner
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Open 7 days a week

6913 University Avenue, Middleton * (608) 824-0324

Open for dine-in, delivery and carry-out!



40    issue 125/July 2022 Middleton Review

Photo scenes

National Mustard Museum
World-Wide Mustard Competition

Judging for the Word-Wide Mustard Competition, organized by Middleton’s National Mustard Museum, took place in March and 
April, and after hundreds of mustards in seventeen categories were evaluated in blind tastings, the winners are now known.

Sweet-hot  
Gold: Beaver Sweet-Hot 
Silver: LissEllas S-Special Senap  
Bronze: Door County 
Sweet-mild  
Gold: Napa Valley Hot Sweet Mustard Rich 
With Honey 
Silver: Bellisari Saigon Street Sauce  
Bronze: Bucky Badger Honey Mustard Dip 
Honey  
Gold: Woeber’s Supreme Honey 
Silver: Linden’s Gourmet Hot & Sweet 
Honey 
Bronze: Boetje’s Honey
Dijon  
Gold: O Kavli Johnny’s Dijon  
Silver: Bornier Dijon  
Bronze: Clovis Dijon  

Coarse grain  
Gold: Silver Spring Stone Ground 
Silver: Tiger Tail Oktoberfest Whole Grain
Bronze: Inglehoffer Stone Ground Dijon 
Classic hot  
Gold: Bornier Dijon  
Silver: Mister Mustard Original Hot
Bronze: Löwensenf Extra Hot 
Pepper: Mild to medium  
Gold: Cherchies Banana Pepper  
Silver: Caplansky’s Deli Spicy 
Bronze: Desert Farms Jalapeno 
Pepper: Hot  
Gold: Beaver Ghost Pepper  
Silver: Atlantic Mustard Mill ‘Little Devil’
Bronze: Beaver Sriracha
Horseradish/wasabi  
Gold: LissEllas Gruv

Silver: Silver Spring Beer ‘n Brat
Bronze: Beaver Horseradish Wasabi
Herb/vegetable
Gold: Pommery Moutarde aux Fines Herbes
Silver: Clovis Herbes de Provence
Bronze: Willamette Valley Dill
Garlic
Gold: Haus Barhyte Smoky Garlic
Silver: L’Euverie Organic Black Garlic
Bronze: Robert Rothschild’s Garlic Honey
Fruit
Gold: Linden’s Gourmet Hot Pink Pumpkin
Silver: Beaver Cranberry
Bronze: Aunty Lilikoi’s Passion Fruit 
Habanero
Spirit
Gold: Plochman’s Tequila Blended
Silver: Branch BBQ Fieldhouse Beer

Bronze: Pommery Cognac
American yellow
Gold: Plochman’s Original Mild Yellow
Silver: Raye’s Down East Schooner
Bronze: O Kavli Johnny’s Yellow
Deli-brown
Gold: Kosciusko Spicy Brown
Silver: Bacik Musztarda Kozacka
Bronze: Kelley’s Gourmet Stone Ground
Exotic
Gold: Tiger Tail Curry (Grand Champion)
Silver: Silver Spring Everything Bagel
Bronze: Pommery Truffle
Mustard-based BBQ
Gold: Plochman’s Carolina BBQ Blended
Silver: Gorman Thomas Stormin’ Sauce
Bronze: The Redneck BBQ Lab Pop’s 
Mustard Sawse

The winners
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Photo scenes

Photos (and some of the judging) by George Zens





"A delightful shop filled with artisan gifts,

local goods and vintage finds."

1834 Parmenter St., Middleton  608.833.1633

We are open!

 See theregalfind.com for current hours

&

Visit our online store 

(curbside pickup available)

 

“IF YOU THINK A GOOD IMPORT 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN IS 
EXPENSIVE, TRY A BAD ONE!” 

 

SERVICING ONLY LATE MODEL IMPORT 
VEHICLES… 

SEE OUR BRANDS BELOW. 

      

       

                   

           

608-831-6400 
www.dunnsimport.com 

Since 1979 
 

 

 

Louisianne’s etc.
Step into the French Quarter of New Orleans in Middleton!

7464 Hubbard Avenue Avenue, Middleton
www.louisiannes.com

For reservations & take-out, please call (608) 831-1929
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 5 p.m. to close

Live music every Friday and Saturday from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
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Photo scenes

Middleton Area Historical Society
Pie & Ice Cream Social

The Middleton Area Historical Society’s annual Pie & Ice Cream Social had been postponed by one day because of the 
stormy weather, and took place on Thursday, June 16, on the green next to city hall (with the pies at Hubbard Avenue Diner). 
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Photo scenes

Photos by George ZensPhotos by George Zens



From the publisher of the Middleton Review
For timely coverage, news and analysis of what goes on in Middleton.

Published twice a week (Mondays and Thursdays, except holidays).
Subscribe now for convenient delivery to your email inbox:

$6/month or $48/year (includes access to the full archive)

To subscribe, visit: middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Knowledge is power, and those in power know it. 
Read the newsletter that is required reading 

in the Middleton corridors of power!

Subscribe now to

Middleton e-View
Middleton’s online newsletter



Bringing a communal experience to craft beer and foodBringing a communal experience to craft beer and food

7545 Hubbard Avenue - Downtown Middleton Center - (608) 841-2337 - www.longtablebeercafe.com

Open for 
lunch and dinner

Tue.- Sat. 11:30 am - 10:00 pm

Free underground parking Free underground parking 
in Middleton Center in Middleton Center 

parking garage. parking garage. 
Enter on Parmenter Street.Enter on Parmenter Street.

TOSH WASHINGTON SHOE SHINE PARLOR

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
2564 Branch Street, Suite B7 (basement), Middleton

(608) 957-5805 * www.toshshoeshine.com

Clean and shine (no repairs).
Will pick up and deliver (minimum 5 pairs).

Prices:
Shoes (men’s or women’s) - $10.00 per pair

Short boots - $10.00 per pair
Long boots - $13.00 per pair

Please call for appointment before dropping off shoes.

ERSLAND LAW OFFICES

Experienced Legal Advice in a Relaxed and Caring Atmosphere

2564 Branch Street, Suite B9
Middleton

(608) 831-7760
Proudly Serving the Middleton Community

For Over 35 Years.

Estate Planning
Probate

Real Estate
Tax Preparation

Edith L. Ersland
Attorney at Law
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Photo scenes

Middleton Hills
Neighborhood Independence Day parade

Middleton Hills was one of several neighborhoods that held Independence Day parades on July 4,
with delegations of fire trucks and police vehicles.
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Photos by George Zens
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History

Then & Now
The Pet Milk Company
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History

The Pet Milk Company began operations on 
April 1, 1914 as the Valecia Milk Company. In 

1915 it was reorganized, and in 1927 it was sold 
to the Pet Milk Company. Its basic early product 

was condensed milk, a much sought-after product 
before artificial refrigeration was common, 

especially in southern states. In the late 1940s it 
was Middleton’s largest industrial employer, and 
took in up to 150,000 pounds of milk a day from 
local farmers. Dried skim milk, ice cream and ice 
cream mix became later product lines. In 1972 
Middleton Ford took over the building, before 

selling it to the city in 1999, which in turn sold it 
to the Alexander Company, which turned it into 

condominiums. 

Historical 1948 photo by Leif Ersland 
Original negative in the possession of the Middleton 
Area Historical Society 
Digital photo file created by Jeff Martin/JMAR Foto-
Werks
Present-day photo by George Zens
Historical information from Souvenir Veterans 
Centennial Carnival by Eileen and Tom Daniels, 
Middleton, 1948, and from Middleton’s Early Years 
by Lorena Gordon, Middleton, 2006
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History

Then & Now
Loeser’s Log Cabins
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History

When Albert Loeser and his wife Johanna 
built the Log Cabins restaurant on University 
Avenue in 1931, it was considered out in the 

middle of nowhere. But that did not prevent it 
from quickly becoming a favorite dining spot for 
many people from Madison, not least the college 

crowd. Famous for its chicken dinners, it was 
also known as ‘the chicken shack’, serving up to 

a thousand meals on busy weekends. Birch trees, 
a rock garden and ponds with goldfish provided 

a secluded, rustic atmosphere. Albert Loeser died 
in 1962, and his widow closed the restaurant two 
years later. Shortly afterwards the building was 
demolished, and new developments have since 

taken its place.

Historical 1948 photo by Leif Ersland 
Original negative in the possession of the Middleton 
Area Historical Society 
Digital photo file created by Jeff Martin/JMAR Foto-
Werks
Present-day photo by George Zens
Historical information from Souvenir Veterans 
Centennial Carnival by Eileen and Tom Daniels, 
Middleton, 1948, and from Middleton’s Early Years 
by Lorena Gordon, Middleton, 2006
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DLETON BOOK FAIR

Open to everyone to buy, sell, trade:
Private sellers, clubs, non-profits, libraries, book shops, authors, ...

The written word only: 
Books, magazines, books, graphic novels, books, maps, books, ...

(No music, movies, clothing, furniture, ...  it’s a book fair, not a flea market.)

Free event:
No participation fee for vendors (but bring your own tent, table, chairs, ...).

No entry fee for buyers and browsers.

Vendor registration required!
To register, contact George Zens at: middletonreview@gmail.com

Registration deadline: July 31, 2022

Second annual 

Book Fair

Middleton 
Review

Middleton’s community newspaper

Middleton 
e-View

Middleton’s online newsletter

Saturday, August 13, 2022
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Terrace Avenue Pavilion (Capital Brewery)
Middleton, Wisconsin



3509 Tribeca Drive, Middleton
(Behind Middleton Ford)

TritonAutoSpa.com

Spring/Summer Special
Buy a 3-month full-service membership and receive 

50% off an Express Detail 
(normally $50, but reduced to $25 with a spring/summer membership)




