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6771 University Avenue, Middleton * (608) 203-6196
www.middletonframing.com

Open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon. - Fri. & 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Sat.

It’s that time of the year 
where we are getting many 

new frames. 
Here is a selection of new 

unique frames that we 
recently received with 

many more to choose from. 
Stop by and let us show you 

more frames that are fun 
and unique.

- Lifetime guarantee on all frames.
- Large selection of frames.
- Creative help with design.

Sports Bar with amazing food, craft beer, 
events and bowling too!

• Daily lunch and dinner specials

• Best fish fry in Middleton on Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

• Sunday breakfast 8:00 am - 12:00 noon.

• Private banquet and bowling parties to 
bring the office team back together, and 
also great for birthdays, anniversaries, 
holidays, ...

• Upstairs lounge with lots of space.

• Trivia every Thursday night at 7:00 pm

• Check the website for more exciting 
events: www.sportbowl.com

6815 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 831-5238

www.sportbowl.com



Your neighborhood hardware store, time center and garden supply source.
Locally owned and operated.

6305 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 238-0251 * www.wolffkubly.com * find us on facebook

3113 LAURA LANE  •  MIDDLETON, WI 53562

608.831.5557

IMPECCABLE CUSTOMER SERVICE AND AUTO REPAIR

I’m a soccer mom with a full time 
job. There’s simply no time for 
me to be worrying about my car’s 
reliability. The team at Wrench 
Auto Service gives me peace of 
mind so I can focus on getting 
my kids from point A to point B. 

C. Bowers
Car nickname: “Sockmom”

Wrench Auto makes sure my car 
is dependable so I don’t have to 
give it a second thought.

READ REVIEWS AT SURECRITIC.COM/REVIEWS/WRENCH-AUTO

7535 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 310-8002
fontainehome.com

Welcome! We have an amazing store, exciting design services, 
and fabulous home accessories and furnishings from around 

the globe. These make up the Fontaine Home Lifestyle, 
and we hope you will join us and live it.

6670 University Avenue, Middleton * 608.827.7766 * www.todaystrendsmadison.com

Providing quality hair and nail care 
for men, women and children.



5372 Old Middleton Road, Madison, WI 53705
Telephone: (608) 233-1410

www.knochesbutchershop.com
Hours:  * Monday – Saturday 7 am - 5 pm * Sunday closed

We offer only high grades of choice and prime beef, pork, poultry, lamb and veal.
We are the place for custom cuts and hard to find specialty meats.

Our 32-foot meat case is filled with meats cut daily on premise.
For your convenience, we also offer a deli featuring homemade entrees, salads and party trays, 

a full line of groceries, as well as beer, wine and spirits.
Please check our website for a list of the fine bars and restaurants that serve our meats, and for our weekly specials.
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Middleton Book Fair
Saturday, August 13, 2022

11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Terrace Avenue Pavilion (Capital Brewery)

Open to everyone to buy, sell, trade:
private sellers, clubs, non-profits, commercial vendors.

The written word only: 
books, magazines, books, newspapers, books, graphic novels, books, maps, books, ...

No music, movies, clothing, furniture, other junk - it’s a book fair, not a flea market.
No participation fee, but bring your own booth, table, chairs, ...

Registration required!
To register, contact George Zens at: middletonreview@gmail.com

Registration deadline: July 31, 2022



Zensible observations
A rerun and an update

by George Zens

Editorial
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Almost a year ago, in issue 112 ( June 2021) of the Middleton Review, I wrote this:

Middleton is, with all due respect, not the most dynamic city in the world when it comes to 
hosting events that attract visitors from out of town. And since I am not the most dynamic person in 
Middleton, I am hardly going to change that. 

But to contradict my first sentence, Middleton does in fact have three large yearly events that 
are unique, and that attract many people: Good Neighbor Fest, International Mustard Day, and 
Bockfest. Middleton of course also has a fair number of smaller events throughout the year, many of 
them walking or running fundraisers for one medical cause or another, as well as live music events, 
among others. (And let’s not forget the Middleton Area Historical Society’s ‘Pie & Ice Cream Social ’ 
fundraising event on June 16 this year.)

A recent discussion at a community development authority (cda) meeting about organizing more 
downtown events made me think. One thought was that it is not the cda’s mission to be an event 
organizer. But another thought was that they had a point. Middleton could use another event to ‘put 
it on the map’, so to speak, even if it is only a small local map, at least to begin with.

It should be an event that offers something new, not just for Middleton, but the whole Madison 
area and beyond, and that doesn’t compete with existing Middleton businesses. It should attract new 
people to Middleton, who can then also spend some of their money in Middleton bars, restaurants 
and retail shops. It should also have potential for growth. Oh, and it should be about something I am 
interested in (which instantly eliminated almost everything).

And then it occurred to me: a book fair.
The Madison area’s population is well educated and well read, and yet, there is a depressingly 

small number of book stores in our region, and none in Middleton. The last remaining book-store-
like institution, the Friends of the Middleton Public Library’s sales point, is probably going to be 
closed down for good. 

As far as I could tell from my research, there are also no book fairs within at least 200 miles of our 
fair city (I’m not counting library or school book sales).

So, the first Middleton Book Fair will take place on Saturday, August 14, 2021, from noon until 
5:00 pm at the Terrace Avenue pavilion (in front of Capital Brewery), rain or shine.

It will be free for anyone to sell, buy or trade, from private sellers to clubs, non-profits and 
commercial vendors.

There is no participation fee, but sellers will have to bring their own booths, tables, chairs, and 
whatever else they need. 

One strict rule: Only the written word will be for sale - it is a book fair, not a flea market! (See 
announcement on the facing page for more details.)

Registration by July 31 is required for sellers; email me at: middletonreview@gmail.com (email 
only).

The Capital Brewery Bier Garten will be open during the event, and Middleton businesses, 
downtown and elsewhere, will of course gladly relieve you of whatever money you’ll have left after 
buying books (or took in selling them).

Middleton might not immediately become an official ‘book town’ like Hay-on-Wye in Wales, 
Wigtown in Scotland or Redu in Belgium, but I think it’s a nice goal to aspire to, and maybe the 
Middleton Book Fair will be a first step in that direction.

Well, last year’s event was an encouraging success. So encouraging, in fact, that we are 
going for a second edition this year, which will make it the Second Annual Middleton Book 
Fair, and thus a tradition!

A few updates are in order: It will again take place at the Terrace Avenue Pavilion at 
Capital Brewery, the format remains essentially the same (free event, anyone can participate, 
reading-materials only, no participation fee, bring-your-own-everything, pre-registration 
required, ...), it will again be the second Saturday in August (August 13), but the time 
changes slightly - it will be from 11:00 am until 4:00 pm (last year was noon until 5:00). 
Also new, we will set up a dedicated Middleton Book Fair Facebook page (it will go live 
this month yet), and - perhaps most important - we will have a plan B in place in case of 
inclement weather. In other words, the Book Fair will take place rain or shine.

Vendor-registration is open as of now (email only, please; no messaging, no phone calls), 
and I hope that we can make it an even bigger and better event than last year.

Discerning people read Middleton Review.

For advertising information, please contact George Zens.
Telephone: (608) 516-4464

Email: middletonreview@gmail.com

Middleton

Review



7457 Elmwood Avenue, Middleton * 836-6614 * sofrabistro.com

Open Tuesday - Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

American breakfast & lunch 
with a Mediterranean twist

Locally 
owned and 
operated 
since 1991

Enjoy our 
patio seating

GOURMET PIZZA * FRESH PASTA * HOMEMADE GELATO * MARTINI BAR

1828 Parmenter Street * Middleton * 608.833.0033 * villadolcecafe.com

HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 5:00 PM - CLOSE

Patio seating * Dine-in * Delivery * Carry-out * Curbside pick-up

For timely coverage, news and analysis of Middleton affairs.
Published twice a week (Mondays and Thursdays).

Subscribe now for delivery to your email inbox:
$6/month or $48/year (104 issues)

To subscribe, visit:
middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s e-newsletter

Knowledge is power - stay informed: 
Subscribe to 

Middleton e-View 



News

The mayor eats his cake and has it too
On February 1 this year, the Middleton common 

council, with 7 votes to 1 (Kathy Olson, district 
1, opposed), approved resolution 2022-08 giving 
‘direction for completing a master plan for Middleton 
Municipal Airport - Morey Field’. 

The master plan, for all the controversy it has 
generated over the course of the last three years, is 
only the prelude to the airport layout plan, which is 
the document required by the federal government if 
the city wants to receive federal funding for future 
airport projects. In other words, in order to be 
considered for federal funding, a project has to be 
included in the airport layout plan. Or, the other way 
around, any project that is not included in the airport 
layout plan is not going to be eligible for federal 
funding. But it also means that not every project 
included in the airport layout plan will necessarily be 
carried out.

Through the resolution approved on February 1, 
‘the Common Council hereby supports incorporating 
the following development alternatives into a new 
Airport Layout Plan so that they may become 
eligible for federal funding assistance:

East-west runway: Adding 200 to 440 feet of 
pavement to runway 10/28 to improve the safety 
of current takeoffs and landings, which can be 
accomplished without expanding the airport 
footprint.

North-south runway: Developing a 3,280-foot 
paved runway with an east side parallel taxiway, 
with the runway protection zones fully located on 
airport property. The city would also be amenable 
to the alternative of placing the parallel taxiway on 
the west side of the runway. This option would entail 
purchasing farmland at fair market value.

Hangar development: Planning for a new hangar 
complex on the northeast side of the airport. This 
option would entail purchasing farmland at fair 
market value.

Turf runway: Planning for turf operations either 
in an east-west configuration north of the solar array 
or parallel to a paved runway, subject to the consent 
of the FAA. This could entail purchasing farmland at 
fair market value.’

Resolutions approved by the common council are 
then signed by the city clerk and the mayor. 

Mayor Gurdip Brar, however, never signed 
resolution 2022-08, and on Thursday, April 7, he used 
his refusal to sign the resolution as the reason for 
voting against a motion at the airport commission 
that declared that the draft airport layout plan is so 
far consistent with resolution 2022-08.

Apart from the fact that his reasoning is flawed (it 
does not follow from the fact that he was opposed to 
the resolution that the layout plan is not consistent 
with the resolution), his (non-) actions show a 
remarkable talent as a political tightrope walker. 

His populist instincts have always made him 
sympathize more with the fanatical airport opponents 
led by the chair of the Middleton town board than 
with the city of Middleton’s interests in the airport. 
On the other hand, he also presumably knows that 
the airport has a role to play in the Middleton 
economy, and that its continued success has a positive 
impact on the community. Thus torn between his 
populist impulse that is loathe to antagonize any 
group of voters (even if they don’t live or vote in the 
city) and his duty as a mayor with a responsibility 
towards his city, he tries to eat his political cake and 
have it too.

According to then-city administrator Mike Davis, 
the fact that the mayor did not sign resolution 
2022-08 has no legal implications. The resolution 
was adopted by the council, and has full force as a 
legislative act. In other words, the mayor’s refusal is 
purely symbolic, and does not jeopardize the airport’s 
future in any way. Gurdip Brar thus expressed his 
opinion as a responsible mayor without harming his 
city’s interests. (As mayor, he only gets to vote on 
the council to break a tie.) And in future debates he 
can still suck up to the radical airport opponents by 
pointing out that he did not sign resolution 2022-08.

He could have made a more powerful statement if 
he had vetoed the resolution. It takes the votes of six 
out of eight council members to override a mayoral 
veto, and, based on the initial vote, it is likely that a 
veto would not have survived. But maybe he didn’t 
want to risk it. Maybe he is really a closet airport 
supporter.

Meanwhile, he is not going to be a member of the 
new airport commission. Last year he had caused 
an uproar at the council when he appointed himself 
to the airport commission in order to get rid of a 
long-time, independent-minded citizen member.  
In response, the council enacted an ordinance 
that prohibits the mayor from serving as a voting 
member on any committee where his presence is 
not mandated by law (like the plan commission, 
for instance), and his seat will now presumably be 
filled by a new citizen member. By virtue of his 
office, however, he is still a non-voting member of all 
committees

Airport layout plan
Without fanfare and without discussion, the 

old Middleton common council, on April 19, 
unanimously approved resolution 2022-25 adopting 

the airport master plan report and the airport layout 
plan. 

Among other statements, the resolution concludes 
that ‘the common council considers its role in 
the preparation of the airport master plan to be 
complete’, and promises that the common council 
‘will hold public hearings before making decisions to 
proceed with any potential airport expansion project’. 
It also ‘recognizes that any decision to proceed with 
a federally- or state-funded project requires adoption 
of a formal petition to the Wisconsin department 
of transportation for airport improvement aid along 
with a detailed study including an environmental 
analysis as required by federal and state agencies’.

In other words, and notwithstanding the false 
opinion held by some members of the community 
thanks to a years-long misinformation campaign 
by fanatical airport opponents, adopting the airport 
layout plan and the airport master plan does not 
mean that the city has decided to expand the airport. 

While the plans sensibly include options for 
expanding runways and hangar space (‘sensibly’ 
because it would be foolish and shortsighted, 
not to say negligent, to close all doors on future 
development and to restrict a future council’s ability 
to react in Middleton’s best interest to changing 
circumstances), another option is the so-called no-
build option, i.e. do nothing and leave the airport as 
is. 

That is also the option currently being 
implemented, if only by default.

Scenarios for a November referendum
On April 5, the finance committee and the 

common council discussed various ‘scenarios for a 
November 2022 referendum to exceed property tax 
levy limits’. Following earlier direction given by the 
council ($500,000 to be used for staffing, mostly for 
public safety), the city’s administrative team (city 
administrator Mike Davis, finance director Bill Burns 
and human resources manager Brian Wolhaupter) 
submitted three options: Option 1 ($500,000) 
would add two police officers, a police dispatcher, 
a community services officer, a communications 
staff member, a human resources staff member and 
a parks crew member (some full-time, some part-
time for a full-time equivalent of 6.25). Option 2 
($500,000) would add four police officers, a police 
dispatcher and a community services officer (6.0 
full-time equivalent). Option 3 ($700,000) would add 
two police officers, a police dispatcher, a community 
services officer, a communications staff member, a 
human resources staff member, a parks crew member, 
two storm water crew members, as well as an 
administrative assistant and an engineering intern, 

By George Zens

The month in review
Airport, referendum, chicken ordinance, new council, ...
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7466 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 692-6778 * www.grapewater.wine

Unsnobbing the wine bar, one glass at a time

Located in Downtown Middleton, 
across from the Mustard Museum.
We offer wine and bourbon on tap, 
plus beer, bubbly and hard seltzer.

Check out our pizza and DIY charcuterie plates.

2501 Parmenter Street, Suite 100A - Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 327-4200

www.fuhrmandodge.com

Serving businesses and individuals throughout Wisconsin

Passionate, honest, and thoughtful lawyers at a reasonable price.

CAMELOT

INTERIORSEstab. 1988

"Decorate with what you love"

The most important work

 you will ever do is within 

the walls of your own home  

-Harold B Lee

Brenda Myers, 

Interior Designer

Fine Furnishings & Interior Design Services Available

6771 University Ave., Middleton

608.826.9060  www.camelot-interiors.com

 

Check out our 

in-store 

furniture 

& 

accessories!
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both to the public works department (9.0 full-time 
equivalent). Options 1 and 2 would increase the 
tax levy by 2.5% and add about $16.75 in tax for 
every $100,000 in property value. Option 3 would 
increase the levy by 4.12% and add $23.45 in tax per 
$100,000 in property value.

City staff recommended option 1, but the council 
members decided to get more information on all the 
implications, and to leave further discussions and an 
eventual decision to the next council.

Second try for the North Mendota Trail
The planned construction of the east segment of 

the Middleton North Mendota Trail has run into an 
unexpected obstacle: Nobody wants to build it. Or 
rather, it seems that no builder wants to build it.

The North Mendota Trail is a ten-foot multi-use 
trail that, when completed, runs along the north side 
of Century Avenue between Branch Street and the 
eastern city limits (the part between Branch Street 
and Amherst Road runs behind the residences on 
Century), with the idea of eventually connecting the 
Middleton trail system to the county’s network in the 
town of Westport. The western leg between Branch 
Street and Highland Way west was constructed 
last year and has been open to the public since this 
winter (it includes a new bridge just east of Marina 
Drive, and the approaches to the bridge still need to 
be paved). The eastern leg would run from Highland 
Way east to the city limits. The segment between 
the two Highland Way exits cannot be built because 
not all property owners along that stretch agreed 
to sell part of their backyards to the city. To bypass 
the obstruction, the connection will be made by 
turning Cedar Ridge Road into the missing trail link, 
which means that trail users will pass in front of the 
properties instead of behind them. In other words, 
that part of the trail is done (minus some signs 
indicating the new route).

As was reported at the April 14 meeting of the 
city of Middleton’s pedestrian, bicycle and transit 
committee (PBTC), the request for bids came back 
empty. Although several companies had shown some 
initial interest in the project, none of them submitted 
a bid. It seems that construction companies’ order 
books are so full that they can be even choosier than 
usual about which projects are worth their while, 
not least since completing and submitting bidding 
documents takes a considerable amount of time.

After discussing their options and apparently 
getting some feedback from construction companies, 
the city and consulting engineers KL Engineering 
decided to give the bidding process another try. This 
second round runs until May 19 at which point the 
bids, if any come in, will be opened. 

One way or another the project is now delayed, 
which could have financial implications. Most of the 
funding ($1 million) is to come from a county grant 
that is in the county’s current budget, and while it is 
possible that the grant will be rolled over into next 

year’s budget if it can’t 
be used this year, it is 
by no means certain.

Also, construction 
costs are not going 
down, and any delay 
will most likely 
increase the final 
bill to the city. Even 
though the city 
decided to go for 
a second round of 
bidding, it is now 
in an even weaker 
position than before 
companies’ order 
books were filled. 
According to public 
works specialists, the 
best time to put out 
requests for bids is 
as early in winter as 
possible, before construction companies’ schedules are 
full.

Rethinking Century Avenue
Also on April 18, PBTC decided unanimously to 

pursue the idea of a so-called ‘road diet’ for Century 
Avenue between Parmenter Street and Branch Street. 
‘Road diet’ means reducing the number of existing 
car lanes, and using the freed-up space for bike lanes, 
center lanes, bus lanes, on-street parking, or whatever 
else traffic engineers and other officials come up with. 
The city of Madison has recently introduced the 
concept in a number of places, including Whitney 
Way, Gammon Road and Odana Road.

On Century Avenue, the plan would be to reduce 
the number of through-lanes from four to two (one 
in each direction), and replace them with bike lanes, 
left-turn lanes and pedestrian refuge islands (see 
illustration). Century Avenue is a county road, and 
the county is favorable to the idea, although it wants 
the city to conduct a traffic impact study first. A 
request for funding of such a study could be made for 
the 2023 budget.

New staff positions
The council authorized back-filling a number 

of vacant or soon-to-be-vacant staff positions, 
including the tourism director, the senior center 
assistant director, an administrative assistant at the 
senior center, a police officer, the assistant greens 
keeper at Pleasant View Golf Course, an accountant/
budget analyst, and a full-time paramedic. It also 
authorized two full-time paramedics, one permanent 
and one temporary, and appointed Mari Olson as 
interim tourism director until a replacement for Julie 
Peterman, who announced her retirement for June, is 
found.

Sculpture restoration
The council approved an agreement with 

Baraboo-based art restorer Meghan Thumm 
Mackey Conservation, LLC to repair the ‘Self-
Made Man’ sculpture located at the intersection 
of Airport Road and Deming Way. The sculpture 
was damaged by gunshots in 2020 (pictured). The 
repair cost is estimated at $13,160, most of which 
($10,000) is covered by insurance, and the rest by 
the arts budget. A previous agreement with another 
restorer was never executed due to illness. Meghan 
Thumm Mackey was a member of the Middleton arts 
committee for thirteen years until May 2021.

Polling station (no) change
Residents from districts 3 and 4 (wards 5 to 8 - 

see map on page 33) will again vote at St. Luke’s 
church in the August 9 partisan primary elections. 
The council approved the corresponding resolution 
because construction work at St. Bernard’s church 
(where district 4 would normally vote) is behind 
schedule (and don’t ask why district 4 can’t vote at 
the Lakeview Park shelter, which is located in district 
4, and which is where districts 7 and 8 voted on April 
5).

Chicken ordinance
With 7 votes to 1 (Emily Kuhn, district 4, 

opposed) the council gave final approval to the long-
controversial chicken ordinance. In the final version 
it is a compromise that will probably not put an 
end to the neighbor disputes that started it all (one 
of the complainers has been notorious for picking 
fights with his neighbors for years, with or without 
chickens and with or without ordinances), but it 
will provide clarification for future chicken owners 
(and their neighbors) on how to proceed. Owners of 



GARY’S Art & Frame, Ltd
Middleton’s Original Art & Frame Shop
Quality Custom Framing and Fine Art

2029 Parmenter Street, Middleton, WI 53562
608 831 2231 gaf@chorus.net

M-F 10-5:30     SAT 10-4

ART AND FRAMING 

Largest Selection of Frames 
anywhere, specializing in  
Needlework, 
Collage Design, Shadowbox Design.
We will work within your budget to 
achieve the look you want.

FINE ART & CRAFT

Original Paintings,
Limited Edition Prints
Offset Lithographs
Antique Prints
Fine American Craft, 
Including Art Glass, Ceramics, 
Metal &Wood Sculpture.

SUPERIOR RESTORATION

We work with one of the 
Elite Paper Conservators 
in the area, 
Photo Restoration Services
and
Painting Restoration Services

OUR SERVICES

3517 Tribeca Drive, Middleton
(next to Triton Auto Spa)

Drive thru coffee shop. 
Quick and friendly baristas serving espresso drinks, cold brew, 

coffee, and teas.

NOW OPEN!





Artwork by Erin Lynn 
of 2nd Star Studios

www.CityofMiddleton.us/PublicArt

Free, one-day event featuring the 

works of fine artists for show & sale. 

Plus, demonstrations and live music 

in vibrant downtown Middleton.

SATURDAY, 
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10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  TO  O U R  L OC A L  S P O N S O R S :P R E S E N T E D  B Y :

The Bruce Company  •  Knothe & Bruce Architects, LLC 
 Meuer Art & Picture Frame Co  •  One Community Bank 

 Middleton Cross Plains Times-Tribune  •  Willy Street Co-op
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existing chicken coops and runs have until July 31 to 
get into compliance with the new rules.

Five-year street improvement plan
The council unanimously approved the revised five-

year street improvement plan, which most notably 
moves Elmwood Avenue between Parmenter Street 
and Bristol Avenue forward to 2024, and Elm Lane 
back to 2027. At the March 22 plan commission 
meeting, the alderman for district 7 (which includes 
Elm Lane), Dan Ramsey, had voted against the plan 
because of the postponement of Elm Lane. He did 
not say why he changed his mind between the plan 
commission and the council.

Fund balances
Out of a net total surplus of just under $1.7 million 

in the 2021 general fund year-end fund balances, the 
council has assigned $1 million for compensated staff 
absences, and increased the unassigned fund balance 
by just over $690,000.

Protecting pollinators
The city council has approved a resolution that 

suspends the city’s mowing ordinance for the merry 
month of May, and encourages property owners to 
not mow during that month in order to preserve 
spring flowers as food for early pollinators. 

This is a reversal in attitude from previous years 
when every free flower adding a bit of color and 
bumble bee food to the uniform dead landscape of 
the suburban lawn had to be doused in herbicides 
and ruthlessly exterminated, lest the weed gestapo 
- usually summoned by a busybody neighbor - 
swoop down on the afflicted property and order 
the immediate eradication of the offending flora. 
Chances are, however, that the council (and the 
sustainability committee that recommended the 
resolution) might be ahead of some of the more 
traditionalist residents for whom the perfectly 
manicured and lifeless lawn is the apotheosis of 
suburban civilization.

New council and appointments
After the old council adjourned, city clerk Lorie 

Burns swore in the newly (re)elected council 
members (pictured from left to right): Kendra 
Wochos (district 2), Randall Crow (district 8), Lisa 
Janairo (district 6) and Emily Kuhn (district 4). 

The new council then elected Kathy Olson (district 
1) as council president, Katy Nelson (district 3) as 
president pro-tempore, and Dan Ramsey as council 
representative on the plan commission.

On May 3, the new council approved the  full list 
of council members’ appointments to the various city 
committees and commissions. 

Because of three new members on the common 
council, the changes are more significant than in 
most previous years, and some are, to say the least, 

unusual. 
Chief among these is the fact that one of the 

new members, Lisa Janairo (district 6), has been 
appointed chair of the finance committee. The 
finance committee, which is composed of four 
council members, ranks at the top in the hierarchy 
of all city committees, and traditionally the chair 
goes to the member with the most experience in 
local government and/or finance. Lisa Janairo has 
neither. The other three finance committee members 
are council president Kathy Olson (district 1) and 
Dan Ramsey (district 7), both of which have served 
on finance before, and newly appointed Emily Kuhn 
(district 4). 

Another oddity is that two members of the finance 
committee (Kathy Olson and Emily Kuhn) have also 
been appointed to the personnel committee, which 
has only three members (Luke Fuszard, district 5, 
is the third one). Previously, only former district 
8 alderman Mark Sullivan (who for many years 
was finance chairman) served on both committees. 
Although personnel and finance often meet in joint 
session, these new appointments mean that a quorum 
of the personnel committee will also always be 
present at finance committee meetings. That kind of 
overlap could violate the open meetings law, although 
the city attorney apparently had no objections.

In a change that many chicken owners probably 
wish had happened a year earlier, Kathy Olson has 
lost her seat on the license and ordinance committee 
(L&O), which she also chaired. Her position on 

the three-person, council-members-only committee 
has nw gone to Katy Nelson (district 3), who is a 
returning member. She is joined by Luke Fuszard 
(new on L&O) and Kendra Wochos (new on the 
council). Besides Kathy Olson, Dan Ramsey was 
also not reappointed to L&O. He replaces Emily 
Kuhn on the ethics board, and will also serve on the 
Middleton Area Development Corporation board.

In another high-profile change, airport skeptic 
Lisa Janairo replaces former district 2 alderman (and 
chairman of the now-defunct airport master plan 
advisory committee) Robert Burck on the airport 
commission.

In response to criticism aimed at his handling of 
committee appointments in the Middleton Review’s 
subscription-based email newsletter Middleton 
e-View, mayor Gurdip Brar made it a point to state 
that he consulted with all council members before 
making the appointments, that everybody got pretty 
much what they wanted, that he spent some sleepless 
nights over the whole process, that he worked very 
hard, and that he has done a good job. Judging by 
the beaming faces on the council bench, most of his 
colleagues seemed to agree.
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Happy Hour
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75¢ off mixers, taps 
& bottles

Outdoor patio
open for your pleasure.

2611 Branch Street Middleton WI
608-831-0436      bristledboar.com
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30 years of New Orleans in Middleton

Since 1992, Louisianne’s has been bringing the flavors 
and atmosphere of the French Quarter of New Orleans to 
Middleton.
An authentic cuisine, cozy surroundings, comfortable bar and 
live jazz music provide the perfect conditions for a rewarding 
evening out.

Louisianne’s
7464 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton WI 53562
608-831-1929
www.louisiannes.com

Pictured are co-owners Gwen Bryan and Erik Christensen, and 
executive chef Kevin Ostrand.

New location for Compadres

On April 27, Compadres and representatives from the 
Middleton Chamber of Commerce cut the ribbon at the 
Mexican restaurant’s new location at the corner of Elmwood 
Avenue and Aurora Street (formerly The Hody). After 
significant transformations, Compadres moved from its old 
location on Cayuga Court and is now open for business in the 
larger space.  

Compadres 
1914 Aurora Street, Middleton WI 53562
608-203-8332

Photo by George Zens

Photo by George Zens



7531 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton
(608) 203-8891 

www.clothandmetalboutique.com

Environmentally conscious women’s boutique for all fashion lovers, 
offering stylish clothing, handmade fine jewelry, 

and hand-poured candles by the owner.

Owner Lisa McGuire is a passionate designer, 
trained metalsmith, and motivated entrepreneur 

committed to sourcing and creating local, 
sustainable, and environmentally conscious products.

Friendly dogs are also welcome! 
Shop our looks in-store and online.

BALAYAGE * Haircut/Color * Massage * PEDICURE/MANICURE 
Waxing * Eyelash Extensions * Permanent Make-Up * Skin Care

Beauty starts here ...

Hours:
Mon - Thu 9 am - 8 pm * Fri 9 am - 7 pm * Sat 9 am - 5 pm

$10 off for new clients

1810 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 820-1000
BOOK NOW at: www.dgbeautysalon.com



Located 1902 Parmenter Street,
in the heart of downtown Middleton

 Featuring 16 rotating draft lines 
of the best beer Wisconsin has to offer

Great pub food 
using locally sourced ingredients

Over 100 bourbons, Scotch whiskies 
and Irish whiskeys to choose from

Happy hour 3 - 6 p.m. Mon - Fri
www.freehousepub.com

Expanded patio areas!

* Great BurgerGreat Burger and SandwichSandwich menu
* Daily BreakfastBreakfast 

* Prime Rib BreakfastPrime Rib Breakfast on Sunday
* Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials Monday to Friday
* All-You-Can-Eat Fish FryAll-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry on Friday

* 14 TVs14 TVs to watch 
your favorite sports teams

* Meat RafflesMeat Raffles on Saturday, 2 pm

2401 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 827-7285
www.paulsneighborhoodbar.com



The Village 
Green

Old Fashioned Tavern

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials
Tuesday:Tuesday:

Meatball Sandwich - $7.50Meatball Sandwich - $7.50
Wednesday:Wednesday:

Sloppy Joe - $8.50Sloppy Joe - $8.50
Thursday:Thursday:

Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50Road Kill (tastes like chicken) - $7.50

Downtown Middleton
Across from Middleton Center

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday

11:00 am until noon
Our famous burger, only

$3.00!
(add cheese $0.50)

Must be seated by noon!

7508 Hubbard Avenue  Middleton, WI
(609) 831-9962

thevillagegreen608@gmail.com

Serving Tuesday - Saturday
from 11:00 am

SHOW YOUR PICKLE

Exclusive deals 
for pickle holders!

(Pickle must be present)

Friday Tavern Fish FryFriday Tavern Fish Fry
Fridays

Starting at 3 pm
Fish Dinner: $15.00

Shrimp Dinner: $15.00
1/2 & 1/2 Dinner
(Shrimp & Fish): 

$15.00

Lunch Only (11 am - 2 pm)
Fish Basket: $9.50

Fish Sandwich: $8.50
Shrimp N’ Fries Basket: $10.50



For timely coverage, news and analysis of Middleton affairs.
Published twice a week (Mondays and Thursdays).

Subscribe now for delivery to your email inbox:
$6/month or $48/year (104 issues)

To subscribe, visit:
middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s e-newsletter

Knowledge is power - stay informed: 
Subscribe to 

Middleton e-View 
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By George Zens

Mike Davis
A professional life well lived

After almost 24 years with the city of Middleton 
(he started on November 1, 1998), city admin-
istrator Mike Davis has retired. His last day in 

his office, the physical space of which he had already 
ceded to his successor Bryan Gadow, but reoccupied 
briefly for the purpose of a Middleton Review photo 
shoot (see cover page), was Thursday, May 5. A few 
hours before leaving city hall one last time as an em-
ployee, he sat down for an interview and reflected on his 
education, professional career, and plans for the future.

He was born in 1958 into a blue-collar family in a 
small community on the industrial east side of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. His mother was a homemaker and his 
father a security guard at an International Harvester in-
dustrial plant who was also president of his union and 
served on the local school board.

For Mike Davis, his blue collar background says a 
lot about he approaches things. He grew up around in-
dustry, and a lot of noise and pollution: “My dad did 
me a real favor when I was in high school and he took 
me into this really loud industrial plant with belching 
smoke and furnaces. If I ever had any doubt about get-
ting a college degree, that pretty much sealed the deal. 
I was on the college track, so I don’t think he was too 
worried, but I think he wanted to make sure.” He was 
the first in his family to go to college.

He claims to have got most of his good qualities from 
his mother, and his bad from his father, but he credits 
the latter with teaching him one quality that has served 
him well in his career as an administrator: the ability 
to bite his tongue. “My dad was an in-your-face kind 
of guy; he was well liked in public, but a bear at home, 
and my mom was good at putting up with him and bit-
ing her tongue, so I learned from her how to be public 
servant.”

After considering and rejecting careers in journalism 
(wisely), being a high school principal, and getting a 
business degree (“I was totally bored in business class-
es”) he enrolled in and graduated from the school of 
public and environmental affairs at Indiana University 
in Bloomington. From 1982 to 1984 he did his gradu-
ate studies at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public 
Affairs at the University of Texas in Austin, before re-
turning to Indiana University for a law degree.

He graduated from law school in 1987, and his first 
intention was to use his new degree to be an attorney 
“representing indigent people” through the national 
Legal Services Corporation. Unfortunately, at that time 
federal funding for public legal services was drying up, 
and that career was cut short. He found a position as 
law clerk in Monroe county, Indiana, but his real break 
came when he became assistant city attorney for the 

city of Bloomington. He decided he enjoyed local gov-
ernment, and eventually rose to deputy mayor (an un-
elected office), a hybrid position at the intersection of 
administration and politics. When the mayor decided 
not to seek reelection, he thought about running to suc-
ceed her, but, at the insistence of his then-wife, dropped 
the idea again, not least because it would have been a 
full-time job and he and his wife had a baby on the 
way. Instead, he became executive director of the Indi-
ana Association of Counties. He did that for two years 
before moving to Wisconsin in 1996, his wife’s home 
state. He took a job as city administrator in Evansville, 
but when Middleton advertised the position as city ad-
ministrator, he jumped at the chance, and the rest, as 
they say, is history.

At that time Middleton had about 13,000 residents, 
and was transitioning from “a suburb to an urban ring 
community, suburb meaning in my mind that you sleep 
in that community and you go to work elsewhere. But 
with the economic development work that we have 
done, since I have been here we have solidly become an 
urban ring community, so that when we got the 2010 
census data we knew that we had 16,000 per day com-
ing to work in Middleton, as opposed to 8,000 a day 
leaving Middleton to work elsewhere.”

From early on he saw Middleton as being on the 
path to sustainability (“before that was a buzzword”), 
and he approached his work with an environmental 
background, both educational and from his work at the 
city of Bloomington. In Middleton he found the right 
combination of an effort to create jobs while preserv-
ing the environment. He also points out that, contrary 
to a popular misconception in the current multi-family 
housing boom, Middleton even then had a high per-
centage, between 40% and 45% of multi-family hous-
ing, although he acknowledges that has risen since then.

When asked about his proudest accomplishments 
(and in that context it is important to note that he 
doesn’t consider any of these accomplishments as his 
personal ones, but those of the city, staff and elected 
officials, as a whole), he first mentions Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy. “We had the conservancy, but it wasn’t 
maintained or managed; it was just a wild green space 
called the conservancy. So when we hired Penni Klein 
in the year 2000, I had proposed to the city council that 
we could get both a parks director and conservancy 
manager in the same position.”

The council went along and created the position of 
public lands manager - a first in Middleton. Previously, 
public lands management had been within the purview 
of the public works department, and not a high priority. 
That changed with the arrival of Penni Klein who set 

upon transforming the conservancy and the creek cor-
ridor. A (controversial) high point was the creation of 
the trail network and especially her plans to paving all 
trails: “The grand compromise, the one that the council 
could live with, was paving the trails in the creek cor-
ridor, and leaving most of the loop in the conservancy 
unpaved. That to me is one of the greatest accomplish-
ments, and while I can’t take credit for it, I came up 
with the idea of creating and hiring for the position 
of public lands manager. Penni Klein deserves having a 
park named after her.”

And talking about parks, Mike Davis is also proud of 
the splash pad at Lakeview Park, not least because it is a 
facility that serves some of the lowest-income residents 
of Middleton.

The redevelopment of downtown (“twice”) also fig-
ures prominently on his list of achievements. The first 
one was west of Aurora Street with the Cayuga Court 
area, the preservation of the Pet Milk building through 
the Valencia Lofts and Valencia apartments, and the 
construction of Staybridge Suites and other buildings. 
Incidentally, the grand opening of the new downtown 
and the grand opening of Greenway Station happened 
at the time, in September of 2003.

The second one was the redevelopment of the Old 
Middleton Centre, which, while originally an idea 
hatched in city hall (with consultants Vandewalle & 
Associates), encouraged by developer and Old Middle-
ton Centre owner Ron Gross, took a surprise turn when 
Ron Gross sold his property (“unbeknownst to us”) to 
Terrence Wall to develop. “It is never easy to get from A 
to Z with Terrence, but in the end he developed a good 
product, and it is basically what we had presented at the 
time to Ron Gross. Terrence took it and he followed it 
pretty well.”

Mike Davis is an unapologetic advocate for con-
tinued development: “I am a strong believer that you 
have to continuously look to redevelop, except for your 
historic buildings, of course.” The latter doesn’t always 
go according to plan, as the (accidental) collapse of the 
historic Middleton Antiques Mall building during ren-
ovation work shows. “That was a bad day, because we 
really wanted to preserve and renovate that building.”

Middleton has seen a lot of economic development 
in the last twenty years, but Mike Davis is particularly 
proud of the fact that the city managed to keep ETC 
in Middleton, mostly through the purchase of the 243-
acre Quisling property on Airport Road for the at the 
time unusually high price of $3 million. But the invest-
ment has paid off, and the land today not only includes 
ETC (which was looking at moving to Verona), but 
also Capitol Ice, Natus, Hy Cite, part of the airport, 
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Two dozen people, including current and former 
staff members and other city officials, helped 
read a proclamation honoring Mike Davis’s 

service to the city of Middleton during his last 
common council meeting as city administrator on 

Tuesday, May 3. May 5, his retirement day, has 
been declared ‘Mike Davis day’ in Middleton. 



Community CoWorks is home to remote workers and solopreneurs who 
are committed to creating a work/life balance that actually works for 
them.  We value productivity and collaboration and know that the right 
community makes all the difference in the world.

Private offices, dedicated desks and drop in workspace. By the day, 
month or year.   Work options that are right for you and your budget.

Now that we are located inside the Harbor Wellness Center we’re 
bringing a whole other dimension to that balance: 
work, life, play!

work. life. play! 2711 Allen Blvd, Suite 300, Middleton
608-203-6530
communitycoworks.org

ISO: Remote Workers Looking 
for a Community that Promotes 
Productivity and Collaboration.

Ask about discounts for Harbor Members

Discerning people read 
Middleton Review

For advertising information, 
please contact George Zens.
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Email: 
middletonreview@gmail.com

Middleton
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and Firefighters Park.
The city’s finances leave him with a bittersweet im-

pression. While he is proud of the fiscal prudence that 
has characterized much of the city’s approach during 
the years, it backfired in a way when the great recession 
hit and the state tightened the rules on municipalities’ 
ability to raise property taxes. “The council always took 
pride in not increasing taxes by as much as it could have 
done, whereas other communities not only went to the 
limit, but also introduced separate fees for garbage and 
recycling.” 

Because communities’ then-taxation levels were used 
as the new baselines when state laws limiting increases 
even further by excluding adjustments for inflation took 
effect, Middleton having been “good fiscal stewards got 
penalized” with a lower baseline. 

“We got hit hard, and we are still catching up,” Mike 
Davis says. One of the consequences is the staffing ref-
erendum that the city is planning for November and 
whose passage is in his view essential if the city is to 
continue providing the level of services that residents 
have become accustomed to. 

Which leads him to a clear regret: “I should have been 
more aggressive in pushing for an increase in mainte-
nance positions for public lands and public works, not 

only behind the scenes, but also publicly.” Maintenance 
crew members do vital work, but spending tax dollars 
on them is politically not sexy.

He also regrets that he (although mostly the council) 
failed to get the fire department and EMS to share the 
same building. That would have made logistical and fi-
nancial sense, but irreconcilable differences between the 
two entities made that very difficult, and “the council 
gave in under pressure and conceded”.

He wishes Middleton had done more to encourage 
bicycling and walking, and to become less auto-centric, 
although he is hopeful that eventually Middleton will 
become more bike- and pedestrian-friendly. But he also 
wants to go on record saying that he was in favor of 
closing Hubbard Avenue west of Parmenter Street to 
car traffic, and he hopes that it will still happen.

Besides traffic, another problem that has arisen large-
ly as a result of Middleton’s success is the (affordable) 
housing shortage: “Middleton is a desirable community 
to live in, and that leads to high land prices and expen-
sive housing. Since 2015, 20% of all multi-family units 
built in Middleton have been affordable, but it is not 
enough, and we also need to find ways to help afford-
able homeownership.”

When asked what he liked best about his job, he 

didn’t hesitate: “The collaboration at staff meetings and 
how we broke down silos by creating a culture of team-
work.” All employers, but especially small communities 
like Middleton, face challenges hiring and retaining 
good staff. In his opinion, Middleton has extraordinari-
ly good and dedicated staff: “We have the best quality 
staff ”, and his only piece of advice to his successor is 
“keep good people! It is the collective effort of staff that 
gets things done.”

In retirement he wants to spend a good deal of time 
traveling with his wife Julann, both inside and outside 
the United States. In fact, the only continent he doesn’t 
seem to have any immediate plans for, or at least doesn’t 
mention, is Antarctica. 

Besides that, he wants to spend more time with 
friends and family, (maybe) drink more beer, walk 
(even) more, watch sports, win his fantasy baseball 
league for the first time in 25 years, keep winning with 
his trivia team ‘The Brains That Wouldn’t Die’, contin-
ue researching his ancestry, read more books, organize 
historic walking tours of downtown Middleton, ... with 
all those activities planned, he might one day look back 
fondly on the peaceful and relaxing days at city hall. 

Meanwhile, happy trails, Mike Davis.

One of Mike Davis’s favorite photos:
With city staff members in front of city hall.
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Tuesday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. * Saturday - Sunday: 6:30 - Noon
2227 Parmenter Street, Middleton  *  (608) 831-3773

Breakfast & lunch as it used to be.
Daily specials. Fast and friendly service.

7927 Airport Road, Middleton
(608) 222-TINT (8468)

Package Includes:

Specialty trips designed
just for the girls!

May 21-24, 2022
Nashville, TN

• Round-trip air from Madison to Nashville
• 3 nights at the Grand Hyatt Hotel –
1000 Broadway

• City Tour with admission to the Backstage
Tour of the Ryman Auditorium and the
Country Music Hall of Fame

• Round-trip airport transfers
• Airport & hotel taxes
• Girls Getaway Gift
• Middleton Travel Escort

Girls Getaway
The Girls are Back!

Package Includes:

Specialty trips designed
just for the girls!

July 16-20, 2022
San Diego, CA

• Round-trip from Madison to San Diego
• 4 Nights at The Westin San Diego
Gaslamp Quarter Hotel

• 2 Hour City Tour of San Diego
and Coronado

• 2 Flights of Craft Beer
or 2 Glasses of House Wine
at Pinzimini Bar (Daily)

• Airport & Hotel Taxes
• Girls Getaway Gift
• Middleton Travel Escort

Girls Getaway
The Girls are Back!
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City

Common Council
A brief history of Middleton common council memberships

Middleton became a city 1963 (before then it had been a village). Its last village president 
was also its first mayor: Arlye ‘Mac’ McDermid, who was mayor from 1963 to 1965. He was 
followed by Walter Bauman (mayor from 1965 to 1975), Judy Karofsky (1975 to 1977), Dan 
Ramsey (1977 to 2003), Doug Zwank (2003 to 2007), Kurt Sonnentag (2007 to 2017) and 
Gurdip Brar (since 2017).

Since 1963, the city has also been governed by a common council with eight elected 
members representing the citizens of  Middleton. Overall, 99 people have served on the 
common council since 1963.

For the first nine years, the whole city was just one electoral district, and every year half the 
council was up for re-election.

The first council was elected in 1963, with four members elected for a one-year term and the 
four members elected for a two-year term. The first eight elected members of the Middleton 
common council were Victor Adler, Walter Bauman, Henry Busch, George Davis, Robert Jolin, 
Paul Lamm, Jack Meehan and Hans Sorenson.

In 1972, Middleton was divided into four aldermanic districts, and each district was 
represented by two members who were elected in alternate years to two-year terms.

Since 1982, Middleton has had eight aldermanic districts, numbered 1 through 8 (see 
map of current districts and wards), with the voters in odd-numbered districts electing their 
representatives in odd-numbered years, and the voters in even-numbered districts electing 
theirs in even-numbered years.

Since 1982, district 1 has been represented by 10 different alderpersons, the most of any 
district: Richard Schwenn, Julia Sherman, Sandy Allen, Mike Duren, Maureen O’Brien, Steve 
Olson, Bill Hoeksema, Paul Kinne, Miriam Share and Kathy Olson. (In chronological order, 
with the current alderperson being listed last.)

The district with the lowest number of alderpersons is district 5; it has had four since 1982: 
Gordon Niesen, Don Damon, Howard Teal and Luke Fuszard.

District 2 has had eight representatives: Dennis Dorn, Bill Peterson, Jim Anderson, Doug 
Zwank, Rob Conhaim, Gurdip Brar, Robert Burck and Kendra Wochos.

District 3 has had nine representatives: Don Goodrich, Sam Greco, Dave Egan, Mark Opitz, 
Faye Schwager, Kurt Sonnentag, Jon DiPiazza, JoAnna Richard and Katy Nelson.

District 4 has had five representatives: Bill Threinen, Jim Wexler, Briana Giosta/Porter, 
Elizabeth Hetrick and Emily Kuhn

District 6 has had seven representatives: Tom Ullsvik, Richard Roberts, Mike Adler, Jim 
O’Brien, Andy Lewis, Susan West and Lisa Janairo.

District 7 has had six representatives: Bill Erpenbach, Liz Erpenbach, Paul Helgeson, Mark 
Horn, Hans Hilbert and Dan Ramsey II.

District 8 has had six representatives: Rene Dupuis, Julie Brunette, Ralph Zahnow, David 
Gibbon, Steve Leo, Mark Sullivan and Randall Crow.

The following (alphabetical) list of all the people who have served on the Middleton 
common council since 1963 is based on City records. 

The dates indicate total years in office, from the year of their original appointment or first 
election to the year they left office. 

Jim Wexler is the longest-serving alderperson in Middleton history (27 years; 1988-2015). 
Other council members who served for 10 years or more are: Howard Teal (20 years; 1999-

2019), Susan West (14 years; 2008-2022), Liz Erpenbach (13 years; 1984-1997), Don Damon 
(12 years; 1987-1999), George Kuepper (12 years; 1963-1975), Mark Sullivan (12 years; 
2010-2022), Rene Dupuis (10 years; 1980-1990), Hans Hilbert (10 years; 2007-2017), Hans 
Sorenson (1963-1973) and Thomas Ullsvik (1982-1992).

The longest-serving elected official overall, however, was Dan Ramsey, who was in office for 
30 years, from 1973 until 2003: he served as alderman from 1973 to 1977, and as mayor from 
1977 to 2003.

Kurt Sonnentag held elected office for 14 years (alderman from 2003 to 2007, and mayor 
from 2007 to 2017), and Walter Bauman for 12 years (alderman from 1963 to 1965, and mayor 
from 1965 to 1975). Current mayor Gurdip Brar has held elected office for 14 years (alderman 
from 2008 to 2017, and mayor since 2017).

City of Middleton council members (in alphabetical order)
Michael Adler (1994-1996)
Victor Adler (1963-1964; died in 1964; replaced by Bill Sawyer)
Sandy Allen (1991-1994; appointed in December 1991 to complete Julia Sherman’s term)

Tom Alt (1981-1983; resigned; replaced by Donald Goodrich)
Jim Anderson (1990-1998)
A.L. Arntsen (1971-1973)
Kenneth Baitinger (1965-1972)
Mary Baldwin (1979-1980; elected to complete Gary Hagar’s term)
Walter Bauman (1963-1965; mayor 1965-1975)
Bradley Bjork (1977-1979; resigned in January 1979; replaced by Chester Howard)
Gurdip Brar** (2008-2017; defeated Robert Conhaim; replaced by Robert Burck; mayor since 
2017; defeated Hans Hilbert for mayor in 2017, and Kurt Paulsen and Dan Ramsey II for 
mayor in 2020)
Julie Brunette (1990-1998; replaced Rene Dupuis who had resigned)
Robert Burck (2017-2022; appointed in May 2017 to complete Gurdip Brar’s term; did not 
run for reelection)
Henry Busch (1963-1968)
Thomas Cantwell (1971-1975)
Dorothy Collins (1976-1978)
Robert Conhaim (2003-2008; appointed to complete Doug Zwank’s term; defeated by Gurdip 
Brar)
Randall Crow* (since 2022; elected as a write-in candidate)
Donald Damon (1987-1999)
George Davis (1963-1965)
Michael DesParte (1969-1971)
Jon DiPiazza (2007-2011)
Maggie Dohm (1980-1982)
Dennis Dorn (1980-1986; resigned January 1986)
Rene Dupuis (1980-1990; resigned)
Mike Duren (1993-1997)
Dave Egan (1993-1995; resigned in February 1995)
Gordon Ellis (1975-1978; resigned in July 1978; replaced by Dennis Olson)
Liz Erpenbach (1984-1997; appointed in November 1984 to complete William Erpenbach’s 
term)
William Erpenbach (1978-1984; appointed in April 1978 to complete Roger Rowin’s term; 
resigned in October 1984; replaced by Liz Erpenbach)
William Feist (1978-1981; appointed in August 1978 to complete Michael Guess’s term)
Michael Finley (1978-1980)
Gregory Foss (1972-1976)
Jonathan Friedberg (1973-1977; appointed in August 1973 to complete A.L. Arntsen’s term)
Luke Fuszard* (since 2019; defeated incumbent Howard Teal)
David Gibbon (2002-2004; elected as write-in candidate)
Jay Gile (1968-1969; appointed in 1968 to complete Thorwald Solverson’s term)
Briana Giosta/Porter (2015-2017; originally elected as write-in candidate in special election 
to replace appointee Jim Wexler; resigned in March 2017; replaced by Elizabeth Hetrick)
Donald Goodrich (1983-1991; replaced Tom Alt who had resigned in 1983; resigned himself 
in 1991; replaced by Sam Greco)
Sam Greco (1991-1993; replaced Donald Goodrich who had resigned)
Wilson Groth (1968-1970)
Michael Guess (1977-1978; resigned in June 1978; replaced by William Feist)
Gary Hagar (1978-1978; resigned in December 1978; replaced by Mary Baldwin)
Larry Hanson (1965-1969)
Paul Helgeson (1997-2005)
Thomas Henning (1968-1973)
Elizabeth Hetrick (2017-2018; appointed to complete Briana Porter’s term; dropped out of 
her reelection race)
Hans Hilbert (2007-2017; originally elected as a write-in candidate; did not run for reelection 
in 2017; defeated by Gurdip Brar for mayor in 2017)
Bill Hoeksema (2005-2009)
Mark Horn (2005-2007)
Chester Howard (1979-1981; appointed in February 1979 to complete Bradley Bjork’s term)
Lisa Janairo* (since 2022; defeated incumbent Susan West)
Jean Jolin (1968-1972)
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Robert Jolin (1963-1968)
Judith Karofsky (1972-1975; appointed in September 1972 to complete Jean Jolin’s term; 
mayor 1975-1977)
Paul Kinne (2009-2013)
George Kuepper (1963-1975; appointed in October 1963 to replace Jack Meehan)
Emily Kuhn* (since 2018)
Paul Lamm (1963-1969; appointed in 1968 to complete Henry Busch’s term)
Stephen Leo (2004-2010)
Patricia Ann Levin (1975-1976; appointed to complete Judith Karofsky’s term)
Andy Lewis (2004-2008; only write-in candidate in city of Middleton history to defeat an 
incumbent - James O’Brien)
Gerald Lindas (1969-1971)
Jack Meehan (1963-1963; died in 1963; replaced by George Kuepper)
Katy Nelson* (since 2019)
Gordon Niesen (1981-1986; resigned December 1986)
James O’Brien (1996-2004; lost to write-in candidate Andy Lewis)
Maureen O’Brien (1997-1999)
Dennis Olson (1978-1981; appointed in August 1978 to complete Gordon Ellis’s term)
Kathy Olson* (since 2015)
Steve Olson (1999-2005; elected as write-in candidate in 1999)
Mark Opitz (1995-1999; resigned in June 1999; replaced by Faye Schwager)
Robert Paul (1976-1979; resigned in February 1979; replaced by Bradley Riesch)
William Peterson (1986-1990)
Dan Ramsey (1973-1977; mayor 1977-2003)
Dan Ramsey II* (since 2017)
JoAnna Richard (2011-2019)
Bradley Riesch (1979-1981; appointed in February 1979 to complete Robert Paul’s term)
Richard Roberts (1992-1994)

Roger Rowin (1973-1978; resigned in April 1978; replaced by William Erpenbach)
Bill Sawyer (1964-1964; appointed in September 1964 to complete Victor Adler’s term)
Mary Schlimgen (1975-1978; elected in 1975 to complete George Kuepper’s term)
Dorothy Schmitz (1978-1980)
Arthur Schneider (1970-1972)
Faye Schwager (1999-2003; appointed to complete Mark Opitz’s term)
Richard Schwenn (1981-1984; resigned in December 1984; replaced by Julia Sherman)
Miriam Share (2013-2015)
Julia Sherman (1984-1993; appointed January 1984 to complete Rich Schwenn’s term; 
resigned herself in November 1993; replaced by Sandy Allen)
Thorwald Solverson (1965-1968)
Kurt Sonnentag (2003-2007; mayor 2007-2017)
Hans Sorenson (1963-1973)
Keith Stewart (1972-1978)
Mark Sullivan (2010-2022; did not run for reelection)
Howard Teal (1999-2019; defeated by Luke Fuszard)
C. William Threinen (1980-1988)
Thomas Ullsvik (1982-1992; appointed in April 1982)
Susan West (2008-2022; defeated by Lisa Janairo)
James Wexler (1988-2015; did not run for re-election in 2014; appointed in April 2014 after 
elected candidate Chad Gehin did not accept his mandate; replaced by Briana Giosta; longest-
serving alderman in city of Middleton history)
Kendra Wochos* (since 2022; only candidate for Robert Burck’s open seat)
Ralph Zahnow (1998-2002)
Douglas Zwank (1998-2003; mayor 2003-2007; replaced by Robert Conhaim)

* Current alderpersons on the Council
** Current mayor on the Council
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Bringing a communal experience to craft beer and foodBringing a communal experience to craft beer and food

7545 Hubbard Avenue - Downtown Middleton Center - (608) 841-2337 - www.longtablebeercafe.com

Open for 
lunch and dinner

Tue.- Sat. 11:30 am - 10:00 pm

Free underground parking Free underground parking 
in Middleton Center in Middleton Center 

parking garage. parking garage. 
Enter on Parmenter Street.Enter on Parmenter Street.

TOSH WASHINGTON SHOE SHINE PARLOR

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
2564 Branch Street, Suite B7 (basement), Middleton

(608) 957-5805 * www.toshshoeshine.com

Clean and shine (no repairs).
Will pick up and deliver (minimum 5 pairs).

Prices:
Shoes (men’s or women’s) - $10.00 per pair

Short boots - $10.00 per pair
Long boots - $13.00 per pair

Please call for appointment before dropping off shoes.

ERSLAND LAW OFFICES

Experienced Legal Advice in a Relaxed and Caring Atmosphere

2564 Branch Street, Suite B9
Middleton

(608) 831-7760
Proudly Serving the Middleton Community

For Over 35 Years.

Estate Planning
Probate

Real Estate
Tax Preparation

Edith L. Ersland
Attorney at Law



"A delightful shop filled with artisan gifts,

local goods and vintage finds."

1834 Parmenter St., Middleton  608.833.1633

We are open!

 See theregalfind.com for current hours

&

Visit our online store 

(curbside pickup available)

 

“IF YOU THINK A GOOD IMPORT 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN IS 
EXPENSIVE, TRY A BAD ONE!” 

 

SERVICING ONLY LATE MODEL IMPORT 
VEHICLES… 

SEE OUR BRANDS BELOW. 

      

       

                   

           

608-831-6400 
www.dunnsimport.com 

Since 1979 
 

 

 

Louisianne’s etc.
Step into the French Quarter of New Orleans in Middleton!

7464 Hubbard Avenue Avenue, Middleton
www.louisiannes.com

For reservations & take-out, please call (608) 831-1929
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 5 p.m. to close

Live music every Friday and Saturday from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm



Faith Morledge, Your Neighborhood Realtor
(608) 444.8330 | sprinkmanrealestate.com

LET’S  MAKE A
MOVE TOGETHER!

Ready to list your home?

I’m excited to announce I’ve made a move to 
Sprinkman Real Estate—a team that values local 

connections, comprehensive experience, cutting-edge 
technology, and creativity to help guide you home.

Sam Simon
608-695-2325

simons@firstweber.com

Gladys Simon
608-770-1514

simong@firstweber.com

Nick Simon
608-213-1818

simonn@firstweber.com

7979 Greenway Boulevard, Middleton

PROPERTY FOR SALE
6181 County Hwy P, 
Town of Springfield - 
$399,900
Well cared for, one own-
er, ranch on over .5 acre, 
level lot. Offers day-to-
day living on Main Level 
with huge eat-in kitchen 
with lots of cupboards 
and beautiful built-in 
cabinets, separate dining 
area, large sunny living 
room, laundry, .5 bath, 3 
bedrooms plus full bath. 
Lower level includes large 
rec room, bonus room, 
.5 bath, fruit cellar. Large 
maintenance free deck 
off dinette, overlooks 
good size level lot with 
2 storage sheds. Access 
2+ car garage from either 
kitchen or front porch. 
Country living yet minutes 
from conveniences of 
neighboring communities. 
Middleton-Cross Plains 
Schools.
Call Gladys Simon, 
608-770-1514
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Development
An overview of public projects
During a recent bus tour, city officials provided participants with an overview of city infrastructure projects.

By George Zens

Middleton had an estimated population of just 
under 22,000 in 2021, an increase of 21% since 
2013, and a total equalized property valuation of 

more than $4.26 billion, an annual increase of 6.3% since 
2016 when it was just over $3 billion. In 2019, Middleton’s 
median household income was $76,000, or 120.9% of the 
national median income. 

According to city data, Middleton is home to over 
2,000 businesses, including some large employers like 
Thermofisher/PPD (1,800 employees), Electronic Theatre 
Controls (830) and the UW Medical Foundation (650). 
More than 18,000 people commute into Middleton every 
day for work (about 8,700 commute out of Middleton ev-
ery day for the same reason).

The city government’s finances are sound, not least 
thanks to the growing and diverse tax base, and the city’s 
prudent borrowing policy. In 2021, the city’s general ob-
ligation debt stood at $39.2 million, down more than a 

quarter since 2015 ($53.4 million), and with only 18.4% of 
its debt capacity used, it stays well below the state-imposed 
legal limit (in 2015 it was using 36.7% of the legal limit).

The city’s two active tax increment financing (TIF) dis-
tricts have seen, and are seeing, positive growth. TIF dis-
trict 3, which was created in 1993 and will close in 2030, 
had a base (property) value (before TIF essentially) of 
about $55.9 million in 2021, and a value increment (gener-
ated by TIF projects) of $545.5 million, while TIF district 
5, created in 2009 and scheduled to close in 2036, had a 
base value in 2021 of $89.7 million and a value increment 
of $125.1 million. 

Last year, TIF district 5 was amended by subtracting 
properties with low redevelopment prospects and replac-
ing them with higher-potential properties, including for 
the first time some located on University Avenue east of 
Park Street.

Among major public projects currently underway are the 

construction of the so-called Stone Horse Green down-
town plaza (it is off to a slow start due to the weather and 
the official completion date of August 31 will most like-
ly be missed, but city officials are optimistic that a grand 
opening event can take place on September 9 and 10), the 
long-awaited reconstruction of Middleton Beach Road, 
the North Mendota Trail, and the CXC-Erdman Cross 
Country Ski Park, a private/public partnership near Pleas-
ant View Golf Course (it is accessible via Schwartz Road, 
which, together with other lands formerly in the town of 
Middleton, was annexed into the city to short-circuit an 
obstruction attempt by a vengeful Middleton town board 
angry about the airport master plan).

Public projects that are ready or getting ready to be exe-
cuted are the reconstruction of the Pheasant Branch creek 
corridor after the 2018 floods, including stream banks, trail 
and bridges, the reconstruction and widening of Pleasant 
View Road, and the reconstruction of Parmenter Street 



WHEN YOU START BANKING WITH US.

Receive

VISIT mononabank.com TO FIND A LOCATION NEAR TO YOU.

BELLEVILLE  |  BROOKLYN  |  COTTAGE GROVE  |  CROSS PLAINS  |  MADISON  |  MIDDLETON  |  MONONA  |  SAUK PRAIRIE

Member FDIC 5515 Monona Drive, Monona, WI 53716  •  (608) 223-3000

35,000 + 
Surcharge-free 
ATM Network

True Mobile  
Banking App

Send money by text  
or email to friends  
and family.

Digital Wallet 
Apple Pay,® Google Pay,™ 
Samsung Pay,® PayPal™  
and Visa® Checkout.

Text and 
Email Alerts

True Mobile Deposit 
Deposit a check using 
your smartphone.

It’s Easy. 
SCAN THE QR CODE TO OPEN YOUR ACCOUNTS ONLINE TODAY. 

If you prefer to open your account in person, stop by any of our 
nine locations or call (608) 223-3000 to talk to a Banking Advisor.

JUST FOLLOW THESE TWO EASY STEPS:

Your $300 bonus will be deposited into your new non-interest-bearing account within 90 days after you complete the two easy steps. Of course, 
you’ll need to keep your accounts in good standing and actively use your new accounts and services (5+ transactions per month). While we 
truly value our current clients, this special offer is only available to households that have not received a similar bonus in the past and don’t 
currently have a checking account with us. Offer expires on May 31, 2022.

Our Trusted Tools 
Make Your 
Banking Easier.OPEN a True Checking account ($100 minimum deposit to open) and at least one additional 

deposit product, like a savings or money market account. Our True Checking account makes your 
banking simple with no minimum daily balance requirement and no monthly service charge.  
 
MOVE your payroll or monthly Social Security direct deposit to your new account to start 
taking advantage of the many benefits Monona Bank offers. Our ClickSWITCH® tool makes 
it easy to move your direct deposit, automatic payments and more!

1

2

MB 300 Offer Ad 2022_8.75x10.75.qxp_Layout 1  1/25/22  11:04 AM  Page 1



Appetizers * Soups * Vegetarian * Chicken * Tandoori Specialties 
Lamb, Beef & Seafood

Tandoori Baked Breads * Indo-Chinese * Biryani Specialties
We only serve Halal Meats

Lunch (off menu only)
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Dinner
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Open 7 days a week

6913 University Avenue, Middleton * (608) 824-0324

Open for dine-in, delivery and carry-out!
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north of Century Avenue.
The creek corridor project was delayed by an unexpect-

ed last-minute demand last year by FEMA that a full 
environmental assessment be done. That study, paid for 
by FEMA and conducted by a consultant of its choos-
ing, is scheduled to be completed by the end of June, and 
city staff are optimistic that actual work could still begin 
this fall. Cooperating with FEMA (and submitting to its 
whims) is essential if it is to help pay for the reconstruction 
(it will most likely reimburse the city for up to 75% of the 
cost, or about $1.75 million).

The reconstruction of Pleasant View Road is the largest, 
most expensive road project in the history of Middleton, 
and, according to city staff, the last four-lane road the city 
will ever build. It is an inter-governmental project that, 
among others, involves the cities of Middleton and Madi-
son, the state and the federal government. Which explains 
why it is years behind schedule, and way more expensive 
than it should be. 

Middleton’s share of the cost is $4 million for the ac-
quisition of property and utility easements, and $11 mil-
lion for actual construction (from TIF 3 fund); the federal 
government will contribute another $11 million or so, and 
Madison $3 million. When all is said and done, it will be a 

four-lane road with sidewalks and trails, roundabouts, and 
a trail bridge connecting the South Fork Trail to the golf 
course. Construction may or may not start in 2023.

In view of continued development along the northern 
portion of Parmenter Street, including Cardinal View 
Senior Living, 38Ten apartment building at Tribeca and, 
especially, the large (44 acres) Belle Farm mixed-use de-
velopment proposal, the reconstruction of that street has 
become unavoidable. It is planned as two car lanes with a 
median, bike lanes, sidewalk and multi-use trail. Construc-
tion is expected to start next year, funded in part by a $1 
million state grant.

On an uncertain timeline is the construction of the so-
called Pheasant Branch Conservancy trail head on Cen-
tury Avenue near the Branch Street entrance to the con-
servancy. 

The trail head itself is a parking lot with restrooms (an 
early idea for a grandiose and - in typical Middleton fash-
ion - most likely ludicrously expensive park shelter with 
event and activity space was abandoned when it met with 
resistance from several committees and elected officials) 
that would be connected to the conservancy trail via a 
bridge across Pheasant Branch creek. The complicating 
factor is the on the whole quite sensible idea to reroute the 

trail under the Century Avenue bridge, thus eliminating 
the need for trail users to cross Century Avenue at Branch 
Street. This, however, needs the cooperation of the county 
(Century Avenue is a county highway), and would ideally 
be done in conjunction with the planned reconstruction 
of the bridge. 

Although it is a matter of some urgency (the bridge is 
heavily used and in bad shape), the county stepped back 
from its earlier plans to rebuild the bridge this year with-
out announcing a definite new schedule.

The redevelopment of the city’s downtown properties - 
city hall, senior center, public library and the three parking 
lots between Terrace and Elmwood avenues - into a com-
munity campus with new public facilities, a parking ramp 
and housing is back on the agenda. 

Mothballed during the pandemic, it is now going to 
start moving forward again, with, among others, the inev-
itable quest for public input. 

Since the city plans to use TIF funds for at least part of 
the project, and the expenditure period for TIF district 3 
ending in 2025, time is now of the essence. Current cost 
estimates range from $60 to $84 million.

See illustrations here and on pages 44 and 45.

Tax Base Growth & Diversity

Average annual increase of 6.3% from 2016 through 
2021
Source: Wisconsin Department of Revenue

6

$0

$500,000,000

$1,000,000,000

$1,500,000,000

$2,000,000,000

$2,500,000,000

$3,000,000,000

$3,500,000,000

$4,000,000,000

$4,500,000,000

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Equalized Value by Class

Personal Property

Other Real Estate

Manufacturing

Commericial

Residential



Middleton Review issue 123/May 2022                                                                     41

City

Tax Increment Financing 
Districts

TID Creation 
Year

Expenditure
Period

Legal 
Termination

2021 Total 
Value 2021 Base Value 2021 Value

Increment

3 1993 2025 2030 $601,291,600 $55,868,200 $545,423,400

5 2009 2031 2036 $214,700,500 $89,665,500 $125,035,000

13

Active TIF Districts

 Last year the City subtracted $130 million in value 
increment from TID 3 increasing total subtractions over 
the life of the TID to $470 million.

 The subtraction levy-limit adjustment was $286,011.
 In 2021 the City approved an addition/subtraction 

amendment for TID#5 to include additional areas with 
redevelopment potentialTID #5 Amendment Map

14



 conservancytownhomes.com

Amy Blaschke
608-217-1935

Amy@twallenterprises.com

Janie Krohmer
608-354-2610

Janie@twallenterprises.com

A T. Wall Urban Village®

160 Acres of Natural Beauty
and a Bike/Walking Path are

Just Outside Your Door 

2411 Parmenter Street
Middleton, WI 53562

• First floor private entrance

• Deluxe stainless steel appliances

• Granite countertops

• Premium cabinetry

• Energy-efficient design

• Two bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms

• Units ranging from approximately 
 1,500 - 2,100 sq. ft.

• One or two car garage

• Private walkouts and patio

• Five units allow for small-in-home business

• Elevator option

• Bonus Flex-room on first floor

• Spacious open concept floor plans

• Complimentary membership to Peter   
 Kraus Fitness, a state-of-the-art fitness    
 facility with 24-hour access

• Relaxing and rejuvenating outdoor hot   
 tub spa 

• Inviting courtyard with cozy seating,    
 grilling station and gas fire pit

Now Available in the
Heart of Downtown Middleton!
Located adjacent to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy

and in downtown Middleton, these unique 
attached single-family townhomes will go fast!

Don’t Miss This Opportunity. Contact Us Today!

Townhome Features:
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North Mendota Trail

 Branch—Allen Ct. in 2020 (red)
 Allen Ct.—Highland in 2021 (purple)
 East segment planned for 2022 (orange)
 Future segments (yellow):

 West to Old Creek Rd, possibly Donna/FLW intersection
 Between Highland Way intersections
 East along Hwy M (County)

30
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Pleasant View Road Reconstruction

40

 Joint project designed by Middleton and Madison for a four-lane divided road with sidewalks 
and some multi-use path, to be constructed through a WisDOT contract.

 WisDOT will concurrently do a highway safety project on USH 14 at the Pleasant View Rd. 
intersection.

 WisDOT moved bid letting from May to September, so majority of construction may not start 
until next spring.

 Road hill will be lowered by about 20’.  Current at-grade crosswalk at crest of hill will be 
replaced with an elevated pedestrian bridge connecting the conservancy path to the bike park.

 Three intersections in Middleton will have roundabout traffic control, which should provide 
good operations, landscaping and speed control benefits, and won’t have inefficiencies that 
traffic signal programming would.

 New site development for apartments being considered will be possible with sewer main 
extension to be done with road project.

 Several new storm water management ponds will be constructed with the project.

 Middleton expects up to about $4 million for property and utility easement acquisitions, and 
about $11 million for construction.  Federal funding will be another ~$11 million, and 
Madison’s share is estimated at about $3 million.





Middleton Book Fair
Saturday, August 13, 2022

11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Terrace Avenue Pavilion (Capital Brewery)

Open to everyone to buy, sell, trade:
private sellers, clubs, non-profits, commercial vendors.

The written word only: 
books, magazines, books, newspapers, books, graphic novels, books, maps, books, ...

No music, movies, clothing, furniture, other junk - it’s a book fair, not a flea market.
No participation fee, but bring your own booth, table, chairs, ...

Registration required!
To register, contact George Zens at: middletonreview@gmail.com

Registration deadline: July 31, 2022
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Local history

Then & Now
Zarndt’s Garage
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Historical 1948 photo by Leif Ersland 
Original negative in the possession of the Middleton 
Area Historical Society 
Digital photo file created by Jeff Martin/JMAR Foto-
Werks
Present-day photo by George Zens
Historical information from Souvenir Veterans 
Centennial Carnival by Eileen and Tom Daniels, 
Middleton, 1948, and from Middleton’s Early Years 
by Lorena Gordon, Middleton, 2006

The origins of Zarndt’s Garage on University 
Avenue go back to 1918, when Fred Zarndt built 

the original business before becoming a Ford 
dealer in 1920. He sold the business in 1927, 
but repurchased it in 1932 and established a 
Chevrolet agency. In the 1950s he served as 
village president. In the late 1940s his sons 
became involved in Zarndt’s Garage, and it 

operated until 1968, when the property was 
sold to the Middleton Farmers Coop, which still 
operates a gas station and convenience store at 

that location.
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Local history

Then & Now
Holmes Bros.
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The Holmes Bros. farm implement business was 
established in 1946 when Herb and Oliver Holmes 
bought the Allis Chalmers Agency located at the 
corner of Aurora Street and Elmwood Avenue. 

They sold Minneapolis-Moline equipment, Gehl 
machinery and Maytag appliances. Beginning 
in the late 1950s, Middleton Motors used the 
building as a showroom and garage before 

Mid-Plains Telephone Co. (now TDS) bought the 
property in 1969.

Historical 1948 photo by Leif Ersland 
Original negative in the possession of the Middleton 
Area Historical Society 
Digital photo file created by Jeff Martin/JMAR Foto-
Werks
Present-day photo by George Zens
Historical information from Souvenir Veterans 
Centennial Carnival by Eileen and Tom Daniels, 
Middleton, 1948, and from Middleton’s Early Years 
by Lorena Gordon, Middleton, 2006
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Local history

The Middleton Lumber Company was founded 
in the mid-19th century by John Drives, and 
built on railroad property. It changed hands 

many times throughout its history, and one of 
its most prominent owners was W.F. Pierstorff, 
who was also the first president of the Bank of 
Middleton, which was founded in 1903. In 1912 

the lumberyard passed into the hands of the Utter 
family, originally from Nashotah, Wisconsin, and 
in 1968 the Utter brothers sold it to the Osborne 
Brick Company. In the 1980s, Ron Grosse bought 
the property and developed the Old Middleton 

Centre apartments.

Historical 1948 photo by Leif Ersland 
Original negative in the possession of the Middleton 
Area Historical Society 
Digital photo file created by Jeff Martin/JMAR Foto-
Werks
Present-day photo by George Zens
Historical information from Souvenir Veterans 
Centennial Carnival by Eileen and Tom Daniels, 
Middleton, 1948, and from Middleton’s Early Years 
by Lorena Gordon, Middleton, 2006



Curious about Cannabis?
Ask us!

www.thed8dispensary.com

2831 Parmenter St. Middleton, WI 53562
(608)-203-5443

At THE Dispensary, we are passionate about Cannabis.  Our
staff comes to work everyday with the drive to educate
consumers about the advantages of Cannabis products. 

 Many of our customers are curious about Cannabis but are
uncertain with where to start.  We're excited to simply and

explain the differences and benefits of these products
through knowledge, education, data and quality.

@thed8dispensary



3509 Tribeca Drive, Middleton
(Behind Middleton Ford)

TritonAutoSpa.com

Spring/Summer Special
Buy a 3-month full-service membership and receive 

50% off an Express Detail 
(normally $50, but reduced to $25 with a spring/summer membership)



2105 Parview Road, Middleton * (608) 836-8500


