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6771 University Avenue, Middleton * (608) 203-6196
www.middletonframing.com

Open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon. - Fri. & 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Sat.

During these times it is important to support 
all the mom-and-pop shops! 

Stop by Middleton Art & Framing today.
We are the friendly shop where everyone leaves with a big smile.

We can take care of you in many ways:
1. We are all about Covid-19 safe shopping environment.
2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed if you want to change anything  
    in the first 90 days after you pick up: we will take care of it.
3. Lifetime warranty on all framing … we will fix problems.
4. We will deliver your artwork when it is finished. 
5. We fix problems with any of your frames and fix it locally.

We offer you $50 off 
your next custom framing

with this coupon
Expires 9/1/2021

The Village 
Green

Old Fashioned Tavern

Downtown Middleton
Across from Middleton Center

Open at 11:00 am Tuesday - Saturday

Happy Pickle HourHappy Pickle Hour
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

11:00 - Noon11:00 - Noon
Show us your pickle, Show us your pickle, 

and get a $3 VG hamburger!and get a $3 VG hamburger!
Don’t have a pickle?Don’t have a pickle?

See bartender for details.See bartender for details.

7508 Hubbard Avenue
Middleton, WI
831-9962

thevillagegreen608@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook.



GARY’S Art & Frame, Ltd
Middleton’s Original Art & Frame Shop
Quality Custom Framing and Fine Art

2029 Parmenter Street, Middleton, WI 53562
608 831 2231 gaf@chorus.net

M-F 10-5:30     SAT 10-4

ART AND FRAMING 

Largest Selection of Frames 
anywhere, specializing in  
Needlework, 
Collage Design, Shadowbox Design.
We will work within your budget to 
achieve the look you want.

FINE ART & CRAFT

Original Paintings,
Limited Edition Prints
Offset Lithographs
Antique Prints
Fine American Craft, 
Including Art Glass, Ceramics, 
Metal &Wood Sculpture.

SUPERIOR RESTORATION

We work with one of the 
Elite Paper Conservators 
in the area, 
Photo Restoration Services
and
Painting Restoration Services

OUR SERVICES

Your neighborhood hardware store, time center and garden supply source.
Locally owned and operated.

6305 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 238-0251 * www.wolffkubly.com * find us on facebook

3113 LAURA LANE  •  MIDDLETON, WI 53562

608.831.5557

IMPECCABLE CUSTOMER SERVICE AND AUTO REPAIR

I rely on my truck every day. I’m 
traveling from job site to job site. 
But it’s more than just a work vehicle 
for me. I love my truck and I want it 
to last for awhile. I count on the guys 
at Wrench Auto Service to keep my 
truck in tip top shape.

“The team at Wrench Auto care 
about my truck as much as I do. 
Well, almost.”

F. Williams
Truck nickname:“Rambo”

READ REVIEWS AT SURECRITIC.COM/REVIEWS/WRENCH-AUTO
7535 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 310-8002

fontainehome.com

Welcome! We have an amazing store, exciting design services, 
and fabulous home accessories and furnishings from around 

the globe. These make up the Fontaine Home Lifestyle, 
and we hope you will join us and live it.



5372 Old Middleton Road, Madison, WI 53705
Telephone: (608) 233-1410

www.knochesbutchershop.com
Hours:  * Monday – Saturday 7 am - 5 pm * Sunday closed

We offer only high grades of choice and prime beef, pork, poultry, lamb and veal.
We are the place for custom cuts and hard to find specialty meats.

Our 32-foot meat case is filled with meats cut daily on premise.
For your convenience, we also offer a deli featuring homemade entrees, salads and party trays, 

a full line of groceries, as well as beer, wine and spirits.
Please check our website for a list of the fine bars and restaurants that serve our meats, and for our weekly specials.



Middleton Review issue 114                5

* Letter from the publisher     p. 7

* Cover story: 

 25th anniversary Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy p. 9 - 35

Cover: Conservancy entrance (Water Street) at Branch Street

Contents

Apparel & Accessories

Cloth & Metal  p. 18

Arborists & Landscapers

Dennis Harrington Arborist  p. 38

Art & Framing

Gary’s Art & Frame  p. 3

Middleton Art & Framing  p. 2

Attorneys

Ersland Law Offices  p. 30

Fuhrman & Dodge p.  6

Automotive

Dunn’s Import  p. 26

Interstate Batteries  p. 40

TNT Window Tinting  p. 38

Triton Auto Spa  p. 39

Wrench Auto  p. 3

Bars & Restaurants

Amber Indian Cuisine  p. 22

Bristled Boar  p. 14

Free House Pub  p.  25

Grape Water Wine Bar  p. 12

Hubbard Avenue Diner  p. 26

Longtable Beer Cafe  p. 30

Louisianne’s  etc.  p. 26

My Sister’s Kitchen  p. 24

Nitty Gritty  p. 10

Paul’s Neighborhood Bar  p. 25

Sofra Family Bistro  p. 7

Sport Bowl  p. 24

Villa Dolce  p. 7

Village Green  p. 2

Batteries & Accessories

Interstate Batteries  p. 40

Beauty & Hair Care

DG Hair & Beauty Salon  p. 18

Consignment & Resale

University Coin & Jewelry  p. 3 & 15

Design & Home Furnishings

Camelot Interiors  p. 8

Fontaine Home  p. 3

Financial Services

Point B Wealth Advisors  p. 10

Food Retail

Knoche’s Food Center  p. 4

Gardening supplies

Wolff-Kubly  p. 8

Gifts

(The) Regal Find  p. 10

Hardware

Wolff Kubly  p. 8

Jewelry & Watches

John/Christine Designs  p. 12

University Coin & Jewelry  p. 3 & 15

Wolff Kubly  p. 8

Mailing & Printing Services

UPS Store  p. 11

Pet Care

Lori’s Pet-Agree Salon  p. 19

Triton Dog Wash  p. 31

Real Estate

Conservancy Townhomes  p. 36 & 37

Faith Morledge  p. 19

First Weber/Simon  p. 19

Keller Real Estate Group  p. 8

Middleton Center  p. 20 & 21

Spencer Real Estate  p. 19

Shoe Services

Tosh Washington Shoe Shine  p. 30

Travel

Middleton Travel  p. 38

Guide to advertisers
(please support these businesses)

Middleton Review
Magister factotum:  George Zens
Mailing address: P.O. Box 620644
   Middleton, WI 53562-0644
Contact:   George Zens
   (608) 516-4464
   middletonreview@gmail.com
World Headquarters: 3710 Marigold Circle, Middleton
   (by appointment only - preferably not, though) 
The Middleton Review is published once a month, and available for free at many 
fine businesses in the Middleton area.
Middleton Review online:
Website:    www.middletonreview.com
Newsletter:   Middleton e-View
   Subscribe at: middletonreview.substack.com 
   $6/month or $48/year (104 issues)
Social media:   Facebook

Please note that due to covid-19, these 
businesses may have changed their hours, 

services and procedures.
Check their websites and follow them on 

social media for regular updates.

Discerning people read Middleton Review.

For advertising information, please contact George Zens.
Telephone: (608) 516-4464

Email: middletonreview@gmail.com

Middleton
Review



Open to everyone to buy, sell, trade:
Private sellers, clubs, non-profits, libraries, book shops, authors, ...

The written word only: 
Books, magazines, books, graphic novels, books, maps, books, ...

No music, movies, clothing, furniture, ...  it’s a book fair, not a flea market.
Free event:

No participation fee for vendors (but bring your own tent, table, chairs, ...).
No entry fee for buyers and browsers.

Vendor registration required!
To register, contact George Zens at: middletonreview@gmail.com

Registration deadline: July 31, 2021

Middleton 
Book Fair

Saturday, August 14, 2021
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Terrace Avenue Pavilion 
(Capital Brewery)
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The crown jewel among all of 
Middleton’s assets, including the 
24-square mile Pheasant Branch 
watershed that extends well beyond 
the city limits, is the Pheasant 
Branch Conservancy. Like all crown 
jewels, it is not only of material, 
but also of symbolic value. And 
also like all crown jewels, it needs 
to be simultaneously protected and 
accessible to the public, lest the 
public lose interest in its value and in 
protecting it.

The conservancy’s (including the 
creek corridor) material value to 

Middleton, and indeed the whole 
chain of lakes, is first and foremost as 
a storm water management feature, 
as a protection against erosion, runoff 
and sedimentation. Its symbolic value 
is as a conservancy, as habitat for 
animals and plants, as witness to the 
ecological history of the Middleton 
area. While it is a nature preserve, as 
some older signs still indicate, it is to 
a large degree an artificial one. The 
original prairies and oak savannahs 
had to be recreated, and the ‘fight’ 
against undesirable ‘invasive’ species 
is ongoing. The fact that it could be 
recreated to a pre-settlement state (a 
pre-European settlement state) is in 
itself remarkable, and the fact that it 
did even more so.

It is protected from development, 
although that was by no means 
inevitable. Apart from large parts of 
it actually being used as crop- and 
grazing land, ambitious, and with 
hindsight horrific, development plans 

existed for the marsh (details are in 
the article on the following pages).

The fact that these plans weren’t 
executed is testament to the foresight 
of Middleton’s political leaders at 
the time, and its citizens who early 
on recognized the value of the 
conservancy (and the watershed) as 
much more than land to be drained 
and paved. 

The Friends of Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy are the successors 
of these early defenders of the 
watershed, and in the last 25 years 
have been instrumental in not only 
solidifying the conservancy’s role 
as a water management tool, and 
turning it into a window, so to speak, 
to our area’s ecological past, but 
also in establishing it in the public 
conscience as Middleton’s crown 
jewel.

As mentioned, a crown jewel has 
to be accessible to the public, and this 
one is through a number of trails, 

board walks, bridges and viewing 
platforms, in the hope that visitors to 
the conservancy appreciate its beauty 
and functionality, but also its fragility.

While many thousands of 
people now enjoy the conservancy 
for walking, running, biking, bird 
watching, and similar endeavors, 
this level of public access was 
never uncontroversial. Especially 
the southeast trail (from Orchid 
Heights Park to Water Street) was 
opposed by the Friends at the time. 
A compromise was found (it was put 
in, but with a long board walk, and 
without paving), and in the end it all 
worked out.

Establishing and maintaining 
a conservancy in an urban area is 
always a balancing act, especially 
if it is not just for show, but also 
has water management functions. 
Mostly, though, it can’t be done 
without public support and public 
engagement.

Letter from the publisher
A crown jewel

by George Zens

7457 Elmwood Avenue, Middleton * 836-6614 * sofrabistro.com

Open Tuesday - Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

American breakfast & lunch 
with a Mediterranean twist

Locally 
owned and 
operated 

since 1991

Enjoy our 
patio seating

GOURMET PIZZA * FRESH PASTA * HOMEMADE GELATO * MARTINI BAR

1828 Parmenter Street * Middleton * 608.833.0033 * villadolcecafe.com

OPEN 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM & 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM MONDAY - FRIDAY * 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM SATURDAY

Patio seating * Dine-in * Delivery * Carry-out * Curbside pick-up



For timely coverage, news and analysis of Middleton politics, 
business, community and schools.
Published twice a week (Wednesdays and Saturdays).

Subscribe now for delivery to your email inbox:
$6/month or $48/year (104 issues)

To subscribe, visit:
middletonreview.substack.com

Middleton
e-View

Middleton’s e-newsletter

Knowledge is power - stay informed: 
Subscribe to 

Middleton e-View 

CAMELOT

INTERIORS

"Decorate with what you love"

6771 University Ave., Middleton

608.826.9060        www.camelot-interiors.com

Interior Designer - Brenda Myers

Fine Furnishings & Interior Design Services Available

Estab. 1988

Summer Sale

LAMPS   ARTWORK   FURNITURE   RUGS

ACCESSORIES   PILLOWS

IN STOCK*

*select

 

 

Senior (55+) Apartments 
WEST - In Wooded Orchard Ridge 

 

 

Whitcomb  
Cottages 

• Heat, garage & locker included. 
• No Pets, No Smoking. 

4909-11 Whitcomb Dr. • 4914 Whitcomb Dr. 
4929 Whitcomb Dr.  • 6 Whitcomb Circle 

 

Senior (55+) Apartments 
WEST - In Wooded Orchard Ridge 

 

 

KellerApartments.com 
Office: 608-227-6543 • Cell: 608-577-2451 

4905 Whitcomb Drive 
BRAND NEW Ranch Duplex Available Now! 
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,350 ft²., Stainless Steel Appl, Quartz Countertops, 
LVT & Ceramic Tile Floor, Walk-in Tile Shower, Private Patio,  
Attached Garage, In unit W/D.  Sorry, No Pets, No Smoking. 

 AVAILABLE NOW 
Available Now: 

2 BR / 2 BA + Dining Rm. 
1,885 Ft²., W/D. 

Available Now: 
2 BR / 2 BA  

1,356 Ft²., 2nd Floor 

Available 9/1: 
2 BR / 2 BA  

1,356 Ft²., 1st Floor 

Available Now: 
2 BR / 2 BA  

1,594 Ft²., W/D. 
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The Friends of Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy was founded in 1995 to help 
restore, preserve and understand the value 

of conservancy lands, other natural habitats, and 
cultural sites in the Pheasant Branch watershed.

Its volunteers have since donated tens of thou-
sands of hours to restore prairie and oak savanna 
habitats in the conservancy, used donations from 
members, community residents and business-
es to construct observation platforms, including 
on Frederick’s Hill, offering a grand view of the 
marsh, at the Pheasant Branch springs, and off the 
boardwalk at the southeast trail, providing a close-
up view of the creek as it makes its way to Lake 
Mendota

The Friends also promote cultural, ecological 
and hydrological research, environmental plan-
ning, and restoration projects in the Pheasant 
Branch Conservancy and watershed in order to 
protect the Pheasant Branch springs, enhance 
wildlife habitat in the conservancy and improve 

the quality of water that Pheasant Branch dis-
charges into Lake Mendota. The organization 
works with federal, state and local units of govern-
ment, as well as private foundations to purchase 
other ecologically significant parcels of land adja-
cent to the conservancy, sponsors educational field 
trips and public meetings throughout the year.

Since 1997 the Friends of Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy, in coordination with Dane County, 
have been removing invasive species from the 
Pheasant Branch Conservancy. Since then, thou-
sands of volunteers have helped pull and cut inva-
sive plants, collect and spread prairie seeds, coor-
dinate prescribed burns and worked on countless 
construction projects. Middleton High School 
ecology students, Operation Fresh Start students 
and staff, Prairie Partners Interns and many area 
businesses have helped over the years, and with 
the purchase by the county of the Acker Farm 
parcel, the conservancy is expanding by 160 acres 
to the north.

The Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy 
is dedicated to understanding, supporting and 
advocating for the Pheasant Branch watershed as 
a whole. In 2013 the Friends created a watershed 
committee to collaborate with and assist pub-
lic and private partners (such as the Clean Lakes 
Alliance, Dane county and the city of Middleton) 
in addressing watershed issues. In 2014 the com-
mittee spearheaded a successful referendum cam-
paign to create a storm water utility for the city 
of Middleton. They continue to work with our 
partners to improve the water quality of Pheasant 
Branch Creek, Lake Mendota and the Yahara 
chain of lakes; protect the natural resource value 
of land in the Pheasant Branch watershed; and 
increase awareness and promote understanding of 
the Pheasant Branch watershed through a variety 
of communication tools. 
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Continued on page 13

Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy
A quarter century of service for community and environment
This year the Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy celebrate their 25th anniversary (it was actually last year, but the pandemic cut celebrations short). This special 
issue of the Middleton Review provides an overview of the history of both the Friends, and the conservancy. The text is adapted from the booklet ‘Geology, Cultural 
History and Ecology of the Pheasant Branch Conservancy and Watershed’, published in 2005 for the Friends’ tenth anniversary. It should be noted that much progress 
has been made in storm water management and habitat restoration in the sixteen years since the text was written. Text adaptation and photos (except for one, all 
taken during his almost daily walks through various parts of the conservancy) by George Zens.



Securities and Advisory Services provided through Harbor Investments, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC

Getting you there, your way

Jay Hinkens, CFP
Wealth Advisor

Securities and advisory services o�ered through Harbour Investments, Inc.
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2417 Parmenter Street
Middleton, WI 53562

Jay.Hinkens@PointBWealth.com
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Jay Hinkens, CFP
Wealth Advisor

Securities and advisory services o�ered through Harbour Investments, Inc.
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Middleton, WI 53562
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Jay D. Hinkens

Point B Wealth Advisors 
announces the relocation of their Middleton office to 

3510 Parmenter Street, Suite 300.
We are excited about the move, and invite you 

to make an appointment to visit our new location. 
Offices in Middleton and Portage

3510 Parmenter Street, Suite 300
Middleton, WI 53562

Jay.Hinkens@PointBWealth.com

2501 Parmenter Street, Suite 200B - Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 327-4200

www.fuhrmandodge.com

Serving businesses and individuals throughout Wisconsin

Passionate, honest, and thoughtful lawyers at a reasonable price.

"A delightful shop filled with artisan gifts,

local goods and vintage finds."

1834 Parmenter St., Middleton  608.833.1633

We are open!

 See theregalfind.com for current hours

&

Visit our online store 

(curbside pickup available)

GET DOWN TO THEGET DOWN TO THE 

We’re Busy!

· GAIN INDEPENDENCE
· SAVE UP FOR THAT CAR
· START YOUR NEW CAREER

APPLY IN PERSON 
OR AT THEGRITTY.COM

1021 N Gammon Rd
Middleton | 608-833-6489

WE WANT YOU TO 
WORK HEREWORK HERE

FUN IN THE SUN!
JOIN US FOR 

PATIO SEASON



The UPS Store of Middleton
6907 University Ave.
Middleton, WI 53562

(608) 831-4090
store1963@theupsstore.com

theupsstore.com/1963

The UPS Store of Shorewood Hills
2858 University Ave.
Madison, WI 53705

(608) 819-8415
store6578@theupsstore.com

theupsstore.com/6578

Are You Awesome?!
We Are Hiring!

The UPS Store of Middleton and Shorewood Hills 
is looking for motivated individuals to join our team.

We are looking for people who:
· Have Excellent Customer Service Skills

· Are Capable of Working in a Fast-Paced Environment
· Have Computer Skills

· Are Available on Weekends

What you can expect on the job:
· Customer Service & Sales
· Sorting Mail & Packages

· Scanning & Printing
· Packing & Shipping

· Stocking & Merchandising
· Popping Bubble Wrap!

Here's how you can apply:
· E-mail your resume to store1963@theupsstore.com

· Apply via Facebook
· Stop in and say hello!

Mon - Fri 8AM - 6:30PM   ·   Sat 9AM - 4PM   ·   Sun 10AM - 3PM



7466 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton * (608) 692-6778 * www.grapewater.wine

Unsnobbing the wine bar, one glass at a time

We are open for business with indoor 
and outdoor seating.

We offer wine and bourbon on tap, beer, hard seltzer 
and DIY cheese & charcuterie plates.
Save 10-30% off bottles of  wine to go.

Shop our website www.grapewater.wine for gift ideas.

Fusing creativity with passion and quality ...

1835 Parmenter Street - Middleton, WI 53562
608-824-0392 - johnchristinedesigns.com

Innovative jewelry set with exceptional gems, pearls, and diamonds. 
Discover our contemporary jewelry collection, 

designed and hand-crafted in our studio/gallery by John, 
as well as a curated gallery of modern art 

including blown glass and paintings. 
Explore the jewelry of national and international metalsmiths 

incorporating the use of unusual materials. 
Do you have your own inspiration? 

Allow us to design and create something distinctive for you. 
We look forward to welcoming you.



Watershed committee members are actively 
involved in working with the city of Middleton 
on efforts to restore the Pheasant Branch Creek 
stream corridor following the devastating flood 
of 2018. Committee members have assisted the 
city with flood damage assessment, evaluation 
of consultants and contractors, and review of 
draft master plans for stream bank restoration 
and bridge and trail reconstruction. They are also 
working with Dane county on restoration of the 
Acker property; they monitor runoff from the 
site to determine if water quality improvements 
can be measured from the conversion of the crop-
land cover to prairie vegetation. They work with 
the Rock River Coalition’s Citizen Monitoring 
Program from May through October to mon-
itor Pheasant Branch Creek at three locations 
for phosphorus, dissolved oxygen, water clari-
ty and water temperature. They work with Dane 
county, the Clean Lakes Alliance and the city of 
Middleton to promote phosphorus and nutrient 
reduction initiatives such as the ‘Leaf Free Streets’ 
and ‘Salt Wise’ campaigns. These efforts work 
to reduce the amount of algae-producing phos-
phorus and other pollutants that flow through 
Pheasant Branch Creek and into Lake Mendota. 
They also assist the Friends’ education, and resto-
ration and management committees through edu-

cational programs about the watershed. Regular 
programs and events include restoration workdays, 
conservancy days, Yahara writing workshops, and 
the Prairie Chase run/walk. 

The Pheasant Branch watershed drains into 
Lake Mendota. It covers approximately 24 square 
miles in an area that includes portions of the 
towns of Middleton and Springfield and the cities 
of Madison and Middleton.

As the last glaciers began to melt about 13,000 
years ago, much of the land west of present-day 
Highway 12 drained into the bed of Glacial Lake 
Middleton, the wetland flat along Airport Road 
in Middleton. Today, Pheasant Branch (the creek) 
originates out of a glacial moraine in the towns 
of Middleton and Springfield, and flows through 
the city of Middleton before entering Lake 
Mendota. The seven-mile long creek has four dis-
tinct parts: the South and North Forks upstream 
from and west of Highway 12, and the upper and 
lower portions of the main channel. Each of these 
reaches has its own particular conditions and 
problems.

The South Fork of Pheasant Branch probably 
had no well-defined channel prior to the arriv-
al of European and East Coast settlers. Today, 
land in the South Fork watershed is almost fully 
developed. The present channel results from agri-

cultural and urban development, and is little more 
than a storm water drainage ditch, with no base 
flow and minimal ecological value. During intense 
rains, the channel has flash flows that carry high 
concentrations of suspended sediment from the 
channel and construction site erosion downstream 
to Pheasant Branch marsh and Lake Mendota. 
Given the degree of development, opportunities 
for building storm water retention devices and 
restoring the stream are limited.

European and East Coast settlers created the 
North Fork watershed in the 1850s when they 
ditched and drained a peat bog north of pres-
ent-day Airport Road into the headwaters of the 
Pheasant Branch. That bog had developed over 
thousands of years as an ancient glacial lake bed 
filled with soil and vegetation. Today the North 
Fork channel flows through a floodplain. It has a 
small amount of base flow, most of which occurs 
south of Schneider Road. Wetland destruction, 
sediments and nutrients from agricultural fields, 
and barnyard runoff have destabilized stream 
banks downstream, elevated water temperatures 
and destroyed fish habitats. 

If the North Fork watershed were to be devel-
oped without adequate storm water management, 
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Happy Hour
12:00 - 6:00

75¢ off mixers, taps 
& bottles

Outdoor patio
open for your pleasure.





heavy rains would accelerate channel erosion, 
and loss of groundwater recharge could further 
reduce channel base flows. Inadequate manage-
ment of construction site erosion would result 
in delivery of large quantities of sediment to the 
Pheasant Branch marsh, causing further destruc-
tion of wildlife habitats. Increased loads of phos-
phorous that are associated with sediment would 
also cause more turbidity and exacerbate summer 
algae blooms in Lake Mendota. Conversely, good 
planning before development occurs, and use of 
sound management practices now, would greatly 
enhance ecological conditions in the North Fork. 
Such practices include innovative storm water and 
erosion control techniques, improved agricultural 
conservation methods designed to reduce sedi-
ment and nutrient discharge, and wetland resto-
ration to increase base flow and trap sediment.

Recommendations formed by consensus of 
a large group of citizens, developers, scientists 
and city and county officials, who served on the 
Pheasant Branch Taskforce in the 1990s, helped 
preserve prime agricultural land in the town of 
Springfield, north of Airport Road. The task force 
also encouraged the city of Middleton to purchase 
Morey Airport and several other parcels of land 
along Airport Road, so that the city could widen 
the old agricultural drainage ditches, protect open 
spaces, slow stream flows and enhance wetlands in 
the floodplain. 

The main channel of Pheasant Branch runs 
through the city of Middleton from Highway 12 
downstream to Lake Mendota. Storm water run-
off is largely responsible for eroding the upper 
portion of this channel. Since European and 
eastern settlers arrived in the mid-1800s, farm-
ing and urban development have increased run-
off and inhibited water infiltration. The channel’s 
flow, accelerated by a large elevation drop (about 
90 feet in 2 miles), has widened and deepened 
the channel banks, which are composed of sandy, 
non-cohesive soils. Opportunity for erosion is 
further enhanced by a forest canopy that inhibits 
ground cover growth, exposing bare soil along the 
stream bank.

Efforts to decrease storm water runoff have 
reduced erosion rates. The city has also made great 
efforts to stabilize the stream banks in the creek 
corridor and the conservancy north of Century 
Avenue, although the damage caused by the flood 
of 2018 was a severe setback for these efforts. 
Since then, the city has been working with con-
sultants to create a design for the rehabilitation of 
the area. Construction was due to start this sum-
mer, but foot-dragging and seemingly arbitrary 
bureaucratic hurdles continually erected up by 
FEMA have thrown the timetable into disarray.

The lower portion of the main channel flows 
into Pheasant Branch marsh, where it receives 
an estimated 1,840 gallons of water per minute 
from two major spring complexes to the north. 
The combined flow is then conveyed through 
the Pheasant Branch marsh to Lake Mendota. 
Because the land in this area is very flat, the lake 
level controls water levels in the final section of 
the creek. This portion of the channel is ecologi-

cally important because it connects the lake to a 
spring-fed marsh. Until heavy silting occurred, 
fish and other aquatic species living in the lake 
used the lower channel for spawning and other 
life needs.

Sedimentation is a major problem in the lower 
branch. Some of the sediment carried by the creek 
is deposited in the marsh; the rest is conveyed to 
Lake Mendota. Turbid water prevents vegetative 
growth in the channel and severely limits wildlife 
habitat potential, although better erosion control 
and storm water management have improved con-
ditions in this reach.

Geology
Water is the big story in the Pheasant Branch 

Conservancy. As glaciers began to melt about 
13,000 years ago, they stripped soil cover from 
rocky hilltops, filled valleys with glacial debris 
and outwash, and created many new streams, riv-
ers, ponds and lakes. The surrounding hilltops 
are capped by hard dolomite rock that once cov-
ered much of Wisconsin. Weathering and ero-
sion gradually cut through the dolomite, exposing 
a softer sandstone layer that carries water very 
well. Once exposed, the sandstone eroded rapidly, 
forming the smooth broad valley. Several springs 
and seepages in the conservancy flow from the 
sandstone layer, contributing about 2.6 million 
gallons of water each day to the marsh and Lake 
Mendota.

Studies by the U.S. Geological Survey show 
that some of the water for the Pheasant Branch 
Springs comes from miles away. The Pheasant 
Branch Springs look as if they will flow forever. 
But many large springs in the Madison area have 
been lost because of development. Their recharge 
areas were covered by buildings, roads and parking 
lots, and municipal wells captured their ground-
water. Planners now recognize the need to con-
trol how land is developed and where wells are 
placed in order to preserve spring flows. Loss of 
spring flows would adversely affect many plants 
and animals in the conservancy’s marsh and Lake 
Mendota.

Cultural history
American Indians arrived in what is now south-

ern Wisconsin about 12,000 years ago, shortly 
after the glaciers receded. Archaeologists know 
very little about the Paleo-Indians who lived in 
this area between 10,000 bce and 6,500 bce, and 
who shared their environment with mammoths 
and mastodons. For thousands of years native 
people gathered and worshiped at the Pheasant 
Branch Springs and other springs in this area 
during their seasonal migrations. They believed 
that natural springs were scared and their water 
possessed a spiritual quality. Between 800 bce and 
500 ce, their descendants, the Early and Middle 
Woodland peoples, began to build conical and lin-
ear mounds near springs, wetlands and lakes. On 
a nearby hill overlooking the springs and Lake 
Mendota, they built a group of conical and linear 
mounds that may have been used for burials as 
well as other ceremonies.

Later, immigration from the south intro-
duced social, ideological, technical, and econom-
ic changes that enabled native peoples to build 
more elaborate earth works. Some time between 
650 ce and 1200 ce, Late Woodland societ-
ies constructed many groups of massive effigy 
mounds throughout southern Wisconsin. One 
group of effigy mounds south of the hill and east 
of the springs included two bird forms, one with 
a wingspread of 143 feet. The Pheasant Branch 
effigy mound group gradually disappeared in the 
1950s when the land on which they stood was 
converted to cropland. Wisconsin had 15,000 to 
20,000 mounds and other large earthworks when 
East Coast and European settlers arrived but 
fewer than 4,000 remain today. About 80% of 
1,500 mounds in and around Madison have been 
destroyed.   

The Pheasant Branch watershed offered a great 
variety of food for native peoples. Depending on 
the season, they harvested milk weed blossoms, 
wild plums, blueberries, blackberries, acorns, cat-
tail tubers, tips of young ferns, lily pad roots, and 
wild rice. Wild rice, an annual grass that reseeds 
itself each year, was plentiful in Madison’s lakes 
and marshes before settlers arrived. (Pheasant 
Branch marsh is now one of the few places in 
southern Wisconsin where it still grows.) Late 
Woodland Indians camped at this site on the 
shore of an old lake bed just north of present day 
Airport Road. 

The early mound builders cultivated sumpweed, 
sunflower, and goosefoot. By the Late Woodland 
period, American Indians also grew corn, squash, 
and tobacco. Nearby lakes and streams contained 
a large variety of fish. In addition, white-tailed 
deer, elk, moose, beaver, geese, ducks, sharp-tailed 
grouse, prairie chickens and passenger pigeons all 
offered a plentiful supply of meat. 

In 2001, archaeologists found evidence of a 
small Late Woodland encampment on the shore 
of a glacial lake bed, just north of Airport Road 
and on the western edge of the Highway 12 cor-
ridor. In an area sheltered from northerly winds 
by Murphy’s Hill, they excavated storage pits 
and foundations of ‘keyhole houses’. These igloo-
shaped depressions in the ground would have 
been covered with domed roofs made of bent 
branches and reeds or animal skins. Their long 
entrances faced south and slightly downhill so as 
to retain heat within the small living chambers.

The Ho-Chunk people claim kinship with the 
ancient mound builders. When first encountered 
by French explorers in 1634, their lands extended 
far to the south and west of present-day Green 
Bay. The explorers and later the U.S govern-
ment called the Ho-Chunk people Winnebago. 
The Ho-Chunk traditionally called themselves 
Hotcangara, ‘the people of the big speech’, but 
changed their name to Ho-Chunk, meaning ‘peo-
ple of the sacred language or master language’, 
when they adopted a new tribal constitution 
in November 1994. French Canadians met the 
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Good Neighbor Festival
Middleton VFW withdraws



7531 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton
(608) 203-8891 

www.clothandmetalboutique.com

Environmentally conscious women’s boutique for all fashion lovers, 
offering stylish clothing, handmade fine jewelry, 

and hand-poured candles by the owner.

Owner Lisa McGuire is a passionate designer, 
trained metalsmith, and motivated entrepreneur 

committed to sourcing and creating local, 
sustainable, and environmentally conscious products.

Friendly dogs are also welcome! 
Shop our looks in-store and online.

BALAYAGE * Haircut/Color * Massage * PEDICURE/MANICURE 
Waxing * Eyelash Extensions * Permanent Make-Up * Skin Care

Beauty starts here ...

Hours:
Mon - Thu 9 am - 8 pm * Fri 9 am - 7 pm * Sat 9 am - 5 pm

$10 off for new clients

1810 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 820-1000
BOOK NOW at: www.dgbeautysalon.com



Faith Morledge, Your Neighborhood Realtor
(608) 444.8330 | sprinkmanrealestate.com

LET’S  MAKE A
MOVE TOGETHER!

Ready to list your home?

I’m excited to announce I’ve made a move to 
Sprinkman Real Estate—a team that values local 

connections, comprehensive experience, cutting-edge 
technology, and creativity to help guide you home.

Sam Simon
608-695-2325

simons@firstweber.com

Gladys Simon
608-770-1514

simong@firstweber.com

Nick Simon
608-213-1818

simonn@firstweber.com
7979 Greenway Boulevard, Middleton

PROPERTY FOR SALE
LET US HELP PLAN YOUR MOVE IN 2021

 6213 Rivercrest Dr, McFarland - 
$574,900. Fabulous much sought-after 

2-story home in McFarland with all 
the rooms an owner will need. Great 
1st floor with custom kitchen, formal 
dining, dinette & laundry. Front entry 

office, gathering room with cozy 
fireplace with masonry trim. Great view 

of private yard from screened porch & 
unique deck. Upper level features great 

master suite with whirlpool spa tub. 
Lower level includes large rec room, 

wet bar & 4th bedroom. Large attached 
3-car garage. 

Call Nick (608) 213-1818 
or Sam (608) 695-2325.







Appetizers * Soups * Vegetarian * Chicken * Tandoori Specialties 
Lamb, Beef & Seafood

Tandoori Baked Breads * Indo-Chinese * Biryani Specialties
We only serve Halal Meats

Lunch (beginning in October)
11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Dinner
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Open 7 days a week

6913 University Avenue, Middleton * (608) 824-0324

Open for dine-in, delivery and carry-out!



Ho-Chunk for fur-trading rendezvous in fields 
below the Pheasant Branch hill in the 1700s and 
early 1800s. The French called the nearby springs 
‘Belle Fontaine’, meaning beautiful fountain. 
Michael St. Cyr was one of the earliest settlers in 
the Pheasant Branch watershed. He was born in 
1806 to a French father and a Ho-Chunk mother 
in Canada, where he worked as a hunter, trapper, 
and fur trader. 

After hearing in 1833 about a chain of lakes 
‘like a rosary’ in ‘Ouiconsin’, he moved his 
Ho-Chunk wife and four children to the north-
west shore of Lake Mendota near the Pheasant 
Branch outlet. Upon his arrival, he bought a 
12-foot square log cabin from Wallace Rowan, 
another fur trader who lived in the area. Michael 
St. Cyr’s cabin served as his family’s home, a trad-
ing center, and a refuge for travelers.

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 gave the 
United States title to Indian-occupied land that 
now includes the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan and Wisconsin. By then, French 
fur-trading and eastern settlement pressures had 
dislocated many tribes from their traditional 
lands. Between 1829 and 1833, the U.S. govern-
ment used a series of treaties to force native peo-
ples living in present-day Wisconsin from their 
lands in order to make way for new settlers. 

After the Ho-Chunk were pressured to sign 
a treaty in 1832 involving the eastern portion of 
their territory, including most of Dane county, 
federal troops attempted to remove them west of 
the Mississippi River. Some Ho-Chunk escaped 
capture and others, who survived their arduous 
trip across the Mississippi, struggled to return 
the following year. Many who stayed or returned 
to this area starved when newly arriving set-
tlers began to farm the land that the Indians had 
used for hunting, gathering and growing crops. 
Charles Ellis, who was a young boy in the early 
1860s, remembered seeing summer encampments 
of Indians in the Pheasant Branch area. Even in 
the early 1900s, Mary Vasen recalled seeing small 
groups of Ho-Chunk camping near Pheasant 
Branch springs on her father’s farm. 

U.S. government surveyors walked across 
the land north of Lake Mendota in 1833, plat-
ting it mile by mile into towns and sections, but 
Europeans and Easterners had little incentive to 
settle this region until the Wisconsin territory and 
Dane county were created in 1836. Earlier that 
year, the area soon to be designated Dane county 
had only thirty-six non-native inhabitants.

One of them was colonel William B. Slaughter, 
an entrepreneur from Virginia, who acquired 
Michael St. Cyr’s cabin in about 1836 when the 

latter moved his family first to Minnesota, and 
then to a Ho-Chunk reservation in Iowa. William 
Slaughter is credited with naming Pheasant 
Branch because ruffed grouse, which were very 
common in Dane county in the mid-1800s, are 
called pheasants, and a small creek is called a 
branch back in Virginia. Early settlers began to 
call the stream (somewhat redundantly) ‘Pheasant 
Branch Creek’ after they established the village of 
Pheasant Branch in 1853.

In 1836, a wealthy couple from Boston bought 
hundreds of acres of land in the Pheasant Branch 
area for about $1.25 per acre. Their local land 
agents sold parcels to newly arriving, mostly 
German, immigrants who subdivided the land 
many times, creating a patchwork of farms on the 
landscape. 

After Congress allowed U.S. presidents to give 
land to men who served in the military, some par-
cels in this area were distributed to former ser-
vice men. For example, in 1858 President James 
Fillmore awarded John Ford 160 acres of land for 
his services in the Mexican War.

The Village of Pheasant Branch was located at 
the westernmost edge of Lake Mendota at the 
intersection of several Indian and military trails 
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Tuesday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. * Saturday - Sunday: 6:30 - Noon
2227 Parmenter Street, Middleton  *  (608) 831-3773

Breakfast & lunch as it used to be.
Daily specials. Fast and friendly service.

Bowling & Sports Bar
Great Food / Great Service

* Upstairs Lounge great for social distancing

* The Best Place for craft beer

* Open Bowling available

* Daily Lunch Specials Mon-Fri from 11 a.m.

* Wednesday & Friday Fish Fry

* Happy Hour 3-6 p.m. Mon-Fri

* Private Rental Room to bring the office    
 team back together, and also  great    
 for Birthday, Anniversary, Holiday, ...

* Nightly Drink Specials

* Catch all Sports Action - Brewers, Bucks, MLB

6815 University Avenue, Middleton
(608) 831-5238

www.sportbowl.com

Check out our patio with fire pits!



Located 1902 Parmenter Street,
in the heart of downtown Middleton

 Featuring 16 rotating draft lines 
of the best beer Wisconsin has to offer

Great pub food 
using locally sourced ingredients

Over 100 bourbons, Scotch whiskies 
and Irish whiskeys to choose from

Happy hour 3 - 6 p.m. Mon - Fri
www.freehousepub.com

Expanded patio areas!

* Great BurgerGreat Burger and SandwichSandwich menu
* Daily BreakfastBreakfast 

* Prime Rib BreakfastPrime Rib Breakfast on Sunday
* Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials Monday to Friday
* All-You-Can-Eat Fish FryAll-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry on Friday

* 14 TVs14 TVs to watch 
your favorite sports teams

* Meat RafflesMeat Raffles on Saturday, 2 pm

2401 Parmenter Street, Middleton * (608) 827-7285
www.paulsneighborhoodbar.com



 

“IF YOU THINK A GOOD IMPORT 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN IS 
EXPENSIVE, TRY A BAD ONE!” 

 

SERVICING ONLY LATE MODEL IMPORT 
VEHICLES… 

SEE OUR BRANDS BELOW. 

      

       

                   

           

608-831-6400 
www.dunnsimport.com 

Since 1979 
 

 

 

FAMOUS FOR PIE!
Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner
Sunday 7:30 am - 9:00 pm
Mon - Thurs  7:00 am - 9:00 pm
Friday 7:00 am - 10:00 pm
Saturday 7:30 am - 10:00 pm

608-831-PIES
hubbardavenuediner.com      
7445 Hubbard Ave, Middleton, WI

Louisianne’s etc.
Step into the French Quarter of New Orleans in Middleton!

7464 Hubbard Avenue Avenue, Middleton
www.louisiannes.com

For reservations & take-out, please call (608) 831-1929
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 5 p.m. to close

New: Carry-out available!



and on the Old Sauk Trail, a rutted dirt road run-
ning between Milwaukee and Minneapolis. It 
straddled the stream after which it was named, 
at the intersection of Broad Street (present-day 
Branch Street), Lake and Bridge streets (now 
Century Avenue) and Water Street. Water Street 
served at least three farm houses before it was 
abandoned. It now serves as the unpaved entrance 
to the conservancy opposite Branch Street, but 
is still indicated as Water Street on official city 
maps. It is one of two streets in the city platted, 
but not actually extant as such (the other one is 
Mary Street, in the eastern part of downtown). 
Carriages, wagons and stage coaches carried peo-
ple and goods through the village.

Several businesses, including a blacksmith shop, 
livery, hotels and saloons, catered to travelers. At 
various times during its early years, the village also 
supported a flour mill, a lumber mill, a general 
store, a school, and the Pheasant Branch Brewery. 
Early settlers expected Pheasant Branch to pros-
per because it was on a well-traveled road with 
good access to other parts of the state. 

The Stamm House, on Bridge Street just west 
of the village intersection, was built in three stag-
es between 1847 and 1852. It began as a general 
store but was quickly converted to an inn named 
Pheasant Branch Hotel. While providing food 

and small rooms to travelers, and a big corral out 
back for their horses, the building also housed a 
post office and harness shop for a few years. 

Some old-timers reported that the Pheasant 
Branch Hotel also served as a station on the 
Underground Railroad until the Fugitive Slave 
Acts were repealed in 1864. This ‘railroad’ was 
actually a clandestine network of Northerners 
who were willing to hide and transport runaway 
slaves to areas where they would be protected 
from their former masters. Arriving at the hotel 
under cover of darkness, hidden in wagons under 
hay or other cargo, the runaways are said to have 
been led to the cellar where they could rest and 
eat in relative safety. In case of danger, a 200-foot 
tunnel, leading from the cellar to the Pheasant 
Branch channel, provided an escape route to Lake 
Mendota and another hiding place in Shorewood 
Hills. (Historians, however, think that this version 
is more local legend than historical fact.)

Pheasant Branch lost its transportation advan-
tage when the Milwaukee and Mississippi 
Railroad Company arrived in 1856. The company 
built its line just south of the village, and locat-
ed a depot at Peatville, another small communi-
ty established with the coming of the railroad. 
Burgess C. Slaughter, who named that village, had 
an interest in the local peat business and served 

as its first postmaster. Today, the Peatville depot 
stands in downtown Middleton, just south of 
Hubbard Avenue on Parmenter Street. The rail-
road attracted many new businesses around its 
new depot. Within five years, the 1861 map above 
shows that Peatville was already much larger than 
Pheasant Branch.

As a huge wheat-growing movement swept 
Wisconsin, making it the ‘King of Wheat’, 
Middleton Station (as Peatville was by then 
called) shipped some 500,000 bushels of wheat 
in 1868. Until the late 1870s, when the land wore 
out and the wheat weevil moved in, Middleton 
exported a full trainload of grain a day at the 
height of harvest.  

Middleton would eventually engulf the village 
of Pheasant Branch, but the 1937 aerial photo 
shows that most of the land around the Pheasant 
Branch (including some now in the conservancy) 
was devoted to agriculture. Allen Boulevard did 
not exist and Middleton Springs were springs 
rather than a strip mall.

As Middleton grew in the 1950s and 1960s, the 
city built nine major storm sewers that empty into 
the Pheasant Branch channel south of Century 
Avenue. Water draining from roofs, parking lots, 
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roads, and other impervious surfaces increased 
creek flows during rain storms and carried sedi-
ment-laden water into Lake Mendota. Tons of silt 
created a large delta out into the lake.

A group of residents formed the Middleton 
Conservation Committee in 1965 in an effort 
to reduce Pheasant Branch channel erosion and 
sediment deposits in the lake. According to their 
minutes, they hoped to create a nature trail and 
greenways along the creek, and preserve the marsh 
for passive recreation. In the late sixties, the com-
mittee helped acquire easements so community 
volunteers could stabilize the channel south of 
Century Avenue. 

The committee also prevented a proposed 
development in the marsh that would have cre-
ated a marina for 300 boats north of Century 
Avenue, extended Allen Boulevard northward 
through the marsh to Pheasant Branch Road, and 
constructed a 300-lot subdivision in the marsh. 

With encouragement from the Middleton 
Conservation Committee, the city also dredged 
sediment from the Pheasant Branch outlet, and 
rerouted the main channel of the creek so that it 
would flow northward into the marsh, deposit-
ing sediment in the marsh rather than in the lake. 
Committee members helped the city secure state 
and federal funding so it could buy parcels of land 

in and around the marsh for the Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Dane County added a 160-acre parcel at the 
north end of the conservancy in 1994. In the late 
1990s and early 2000s, the city bought several 
small parcels with help from Dane County Land 
Conservation Fund, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources Stewardship Fund, and the 
Friends of Pheasant Branch.

Although the marsh traps a large amount 
of sediment, flash flooding periodically flush-
es sediment deposits from the marsh into Lake 
Mendota.

Plants and animals
Pheasant Branch Conservancy is a regionally 

significant natural area that is bounded on three 
sides by residential development. Within its 
(eventually) more than 700 acres are oak savannas, 
wooded hills, mesic and dry prairies, a spring-fed 
marsh, sedge meadows, open waters and a low-
land forest. This unique combination of soils, ele-
vations, hydrological conditions and vegetation 
supports an incredibly large variety of wildlife that 
stop to rest and feed during seasonal migrations 
or use the conservancy’s vegetative habitats to 
breed and rear their young.

The city of Middleton owns about 340 acres of 

land in the southern portion of the conservancy, 
while Dane county parks department owns about 
100 acres in the northern portion, and manages 
another 60 acres of spring-fed wetlands owned by 
the Wisconsin department of natural resources. 

Parenthesis open: There seems to be some con-
fusion about the exact size of the conservancy, 
however. According to the city of Middleton’s 
current Conservancy Lands Plan, the city owns 
325 acres; according to the county’s website, the 
county manages 259 acres it owns, and 60 acres 
owned by the state, for a total of 319 acres. When 
the county bought the 160-acre Acker farm south 
of Balzer Road, it was announced that this would 
bring the total conservancy acreage to more than 
700. But adding up the city’s 325 acres, the coun-
ty’s 259 acres (assuming they include the Acker 
addition), and the state’s 60 acres, that brings the 
total to 644 acres. If, on the other hand, the 160 
recently acquired acres (159, actually, but let’s 
not quibble too much) are not yet included in 
the 259 county-owned acres, it would eventual-
ly add up to 804 acres. According to the city of 
Middleton’s tourism department (and many other 
online sources that probably copied from each 

Friends of Pheasant Branch 25th anniversary celebration at Capital Brewery on Sunday, August 1, 2021.

Continued on page 31
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Middleton

(608) 831-7760
Proudly Serving the Middleton Community

For Over 35 Years.
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Edith L. Ersland
Attorney at Law
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other), Pheasant Branch Conservancy is 550 acres. 
This presumably excludes the former Acker parcel, 
which is not yet accessible to the public. Adding 
that parcel to the 550 would indeed result in over 
700 acres total (710), but it does not mesh with 
the acreage numbers on the Dane county website. 
Parenthesis closed. (If somebody could shed some 
light on this, and maybe correct me where I went 
wrong, I’d appreciate it: middletonreview@gmail.
com)

One way or another, since the late 1990s the 
city and county have managed the conservancy as 
a single natural area (although the Acker-parcel 
purchase took city officials by surprise).

The Dane county parks department originally 
assigned the name of Belfontaine to its portion 
of the conservancy.  However, the county agreed 
in 2001 to adopt the name of Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy in order to emphasize the ecological 
continuity of the city and county units, and reduce 
public confusion. 

When U.S. government surveyors began their 
work on the north shore of Lake Mendota in 
1833, they found a very open landscape of prairie 
dotted with occasional groves of oak trees. A small 
stream carried water from the Pheasant Branch 
springs through an open wetland meadow to Lake 
Mendota.  The valley was filled with sedges and 

grasses, along with a colorful array of flowering 
wetland plants during the growing season.

As mentioned above, the hydrology in the con-
servancy’s valley changed rapidly when East Coast 
and European settlers arrived. The wetland mead-
ow began to disappear in the 1850s when Burgess 
C. Slaughter and Frank Gault drained the glacial 
lake bed near present-day Airport Road so they 
could harvest, dry and sell peat from the bog for 
fuel, and grow crops on the drained land. Their 
peat-for-fuel venture was unprofitable, but the 
land proved fertile for farming. 

When they drained the bog into the headwaters 
of Pheasant Branch, the volume of water flowing 
into the Pheasant Branch marsh increased dra-
matically because the bog had previously absorbed 
storm water runoff from a very large area of land 
to its north. In fact, the bog meadow with its 
meandering stream was soon transformed into a 
marsh with open water.  

Property owners around the marsh also changed 
its water levels in the 1900s. One built a dam near 
the Pheasant Branch outlet to improve fishing in 
the marsh. Another ditched and drained water 
from some springs in the northwest corner of the 
marsh so he could dry a parcel of wetland mead-
ow for grazing pasture and growing crops.

In 2003, the Friends of Pheasant Branch spear-

headed efforts by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association 
to fill the drainage ditch and reseed the area with 
wetland plants.

Prior to the arrival of settlers, the north shore 
of Lake Mendota had been cleared of all but the 
most fire-resistant prairie plants and oak trees 
because American Indians started fires near-
ly every fall to increase the ease with which they 
could hunt. The prairies began to disappear as 
settlers broke the fertile prairie sod, and began 
to farm the land.  The lack of fire allowed steep-
er areas that could not be farmed to become thick 
woodlands populated by opportunistic invasive 
species. European trees and shrubs, like buckthorn 
and honeysuckle, soon shaded out native grasses 
and oak seedlings. Although few examples of oak 
savanna landscape are left today, remnants of an 
oak savanna and dry prairie survived on the hill at 
the north end of the conservancy.

The steep western slope of the hill is perfect for 
dry prairie plants that thrive on thin sandy, rocky 
soils. Such plants include the pasque flower, pearly 
everlasting, bird’s foot violet, purple prairie clover, 
and short grasses like prairie dropseed, little blue-
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stem, and needle grass. A trail along the top edge 
of the steep hillside prairie allows visitors to view 
these plants without disturbing the fragile, easily 
eroded soils.

Volunteers have been clearing invasive species 
from the hill’s oak savanna and dry prairie since 
1996. Small native plants flourished in some 
cleared areas, but volunteers have reseeded areas 
under the oaks with shade-tolerant prairie flow-
ers and grasses such as bottle brush grass, showy 
tick-trefoil, silky aster and ox-eye. Periodic con-
trolled burns help suppress invasive plants. Former 
cropland surrounding Frederick’s Hill have been 
reseeded to mesic prairie. Some of the mesic 
prairie plants that are now growing in that area 
include bottle brush grass, blazing star, compass 
plant and pale purple coneflower. 

A $50,000 North American Wildlife 
Conservation Act grant from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in 2004 enabled the Friends of 
Pheasant Branch to hire a contractor to remove 
persistently invasive re-growths of honeysuck-
le and burdock on the hill and thickets of red-
osier dogwood and willow in the adjacent sedge 
meadow. This provides a safe and suitable breed-
ing area for declining grassland birds, such as the 
dickcissel, bobolink, Henslow’s sparrow, Lincoln’s 
sparrow, Harris’s sparrow, sedge wren and eastern 

meadowlark, all of which have lost much of their 
sedge meadow habitat due to agricultural run-
off and development pressures. The dogwood and 
willows that are being removed have great value 
for many birds like the willow flycatchers, song 
sparrows, and goldfinches, but there is no shortage 
of shrubby habitat for those more common birds. 
Removal of the invasive plants will provide a con-
tinuum of improved habitats from marsh to sedge 
meadow to mesic and dry prairie and oak savanna 
for many wildlife species that require a variety of 
conditions and vegetation in order to breed and 
nurture their young. 

City crews and volunteers have been clearing 
other vestiges of oak savanna along the southeast 
and western edges of the conservancy that had 
been invaded by alien trees and shrubs so they too 
can be reseeded with native savanna species.

Springs at the northern end of the conservan-
cy and seepages along the base of its eastern and 
western hills support native plants like marsh 
marigold, angelica and common lake sedge. These 
lovely native plants are being displaced by highly 
invasive reed canary grass at the main springs.

Sedge meadow wetlands are home to many 
plants and animals. The colorful blossoms of joe-
pye weed, great blue lobelia, swamp milkweed and 
boneset are scattered among sedges and grasses. 

Butterflies and song birds, each attracted to favor-
ite plants, add even more beauty and interest to 
the native prairies and other restored areas in the 
conservancy. Some of the butterflies commonly 
seen there are the Aphrodite fritillary, Baltimore 
checkerspot, black swallowtail, great spangled 
fritillary, painted lady and monarch. Some of the 
many songbirds that eat seeds and insects in the 
conservancy’s open prairie, sedge meadows and 
marsh include the tree swallow, eastern bluebird, 
sedge wren, red-winged blackbird, yellow warbler, 
common yellowthroat and swamp sparrow. 

Seed and insect-eating animals, like voles, 
moles, shrews, mice, frogs and eastern garter 
snakes thrive in areas where sedge meadows blend 
into grassy prairie. 

The wetland meadows and marsh also pro-
vide food for hawks and owls, as well as red and 
grey foxes and coyotes that live on higher ground. 
Frogs, snails and small fish support many other 
predators in the marsh including turtles, raccoons 
and mink. Opossums, the conservancy’s only mar-
supials, are omnivores. Great blue herons, com-
mon egrets and belted kingfishers are easy to see 
when they are searching for prey, but sora and 

Continued on page 34
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Virginia rails hide among cattails and bulrushes 
when they feed on insects, snails and seeds.

Eastern painted turtles and snapping turtles 
are common in the marsh but until 2004 the 
rare Blanding’s turtle had not been spotted in or 
near the Conservancy for sixteen years. (It is back 

now.)
The open water in the marsh is also a reliable 

gathering place for many species of waterfowl 
during their spring and fall migrations. Some, like 
Canada geese, mallards, and wood ducks, stay all 
year long and nest in the conservancy. 

During sandhill migrations in the spring and 
fall, as many as one hundred cranes are in the 
marsh at one time. However, only a few pairs 
nest in the conservancy because they need a lot 
of space to separate their young from predators. 
Sandhill chicks and their parents are camou-
flaged to match dried marsh grasses. Nesting par-
ents stain their grey feathers with reddish-brown 
clay, and their chicks grow tan feathers soon 
after hatching. Both parents and chicks remain 
tan until they molt in the fall. Although sandhill 
cranes nest in marsh and sedge meadow areas 
with short vegetation, they spend a great deal of 
time foraging in surrounding farmland and grass-
lands on the east side of the conservancy and in 
Orchid Heights Park as their chicks mature.

Recent efforts by the International Crane 
Foundation to reintroduce the endangered 
Whooping Crane population have resulted in 
occasional visits to the conservancy by those 
majestic birds. 

Conservancy land south of the marsh was 

originally a wetland meadow. Due to flooding, 
farming, silting and lack of fire, that area is now 
a lowland forest. Trees growing near the marsh 
provide nesting habitat for many woodland birds. 
The wooded area is large enough to offer barred 
owls some protection from predators such as great 
horned owls that also nest in the conservancy.

These woods and other woodlands on the edges 
of the conservancy also offer refuge to many other 
birds throughout the year. They include a great 
variety of migrating warblers and vireos, as well 
as the great-crested flycatcher, American redstart, 
black-capped chickadee and eastern wood-pewee.

This year, a pair of bald eagles was observed 
nesting in the conservancy, and a small trail was 
closed to minimize disturbing them. 

The mix of different vegetative habitats in the 
Pheasant Branch Conservancy supports an amaz-
ing variety of wildlife. As development pressures 
increase around the Conservancy, the restoration 
and preservation of these habitats for wildlife pro-
tection and for human visitors to enjoy becomes a 
greater challenge.

For more information on the Friends of Pheasant 
Branch Conservancy, and the conservancy itself, visit 

https://pheasantbranch.org

Friends of Pheasant Branch 
board of directors

Officers: 
Pam Shannon and Hans Hilbert (co-presidents)
John Daly (vice president)
Peter Witucki (secretary)
Jim Moe (treasurer)
Other board members:
Stefanie Bouwers
Kaya Freiman
Chris Kubiak
Michael Niebauer
Lisa Quam
Gary Sater
Lois Sater
Carl Sinderbrand
Mark Warshauer
Deb Weitzel
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A T. Wall Urban Village®

160 Acres of Natural Beauty
and a Bike/Walking Path are

Just Outside Your Door 

2411 Parmenter Street
Middleton, WI 53562

• First floor private entrance

• Deluxe stainless steel appliances

• Granite countertops

• Premium cabinetry

• Energy-efficient design

• Two bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms

• Units ranging from approximately 
 1,500 - 2,100 sq. ft.
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• Elevator option
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• Relaxing and rejuvenating outdoor hot   
 tub spa 

• Inviting courtyard with cozy seating,    
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Now Available in the
Heart of Downtown Middleton!
Located adjacent to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy

and in downtown Middleton, these unique 
attached single-family townhomes will go fast!

Don’t Miss This Opportunity. Contact Us Today!

Townhome Features:
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Dennis Harrington
Arborist

Tree trimming & removal and stump cutting
“We remove the stump for free if we do the tree.”

SNOW REMOVAL - Sidewalks, Drives, Roofs

Fully insured

Call anytime 
(608) 831-2489

7927 Airport Road, Middleton
(608) 222-TINT (8468)

Package Includes:
August 14, 2021

Specialty trips designed
just for the girls!

Cedarburg, WI Shopping
Girls Getaway

• Round-trip deluxe motor
coach

• Snack bag & water

• Sandwich Boxed Dinner
• Middleton Travel Escort
• Girls Getaway Gift

A quaint place to visit!
Shops, Galleries, Studios and other attractions!

Package Includes:
November 13-16, 2021

Specialty trips designed
just for the girls!

New York City
Girls Getaway

• 3 Nights at the Hyatt Centric
Times Hotel

• Round-trip air from Madison
to New York LaGuardia

• 4 Hour City Tour
• Airport & Hotel Taxes
• Middleton Travel Escort
• Girls Getaway Gift

Middleton
Travel

831-4664
www.middletontravel.com

The Jimmys in Punta Cana
Feb. 26 - March 5, 2022

•7 nights accommodations at the all-
inclusive Ocean Blue & Sand Punta
Cana, Dominican Republic. Located
on the beautiful Bavaro Beach

• Two performances by
The Jimmys 7 piece band

• Round-trip Airfare from Chicago to
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic on
United Airlines

• Private Group Airport Transfers
upon arrival

• Gratuities, transfers, taxes and fees
included

• 5* All-inclusive resort
• Exclusive Dinner with the Jimmys
• Private 1 hour cocktail reception

• Beach Party Exclusive!
• 7 themed Restaurants, 2 buffet
restaurants

• 11 bars & Mikes Coffee Shop
• All meals, snacks and beverages
included

• Free WIFI throughout the resort
• Casino
• 2 pools and outdoor jacuzzi
• Non motorized sports equipment
• Entertainment
• Fitness Center
• Despacio Spa (at additional cost)
• Middleton Travel Escort
• Middleton Travel Gift

GROUP ONLY EXCLUSIVES

Amy Wilson, (608) 831-4664 ext 144

2831 Parmenter Street • Suite 190 • Middleton, WI 53562



3509 Tribeca Drive, Middleton
(Behind Middleton Ford)

TritonAutoSpa.com

• The latest in State-of-the-Art, brushless equipment!
• Sustainable and green - recycled water is used forthe under chassis flush.

• Automated kiosks = contact free.
• Kids will have a blast squirting the Triton soap blasters!

• Save time with our on-site MOKA drive-thru kiosk after your wash.
• Spacious customer lounge with free WiFi.

• Full-Service and Express Washes with Self-Service Vacuums.
• Fat tires accommodated.

• 3 Dog Wash Stations.



2105 Parview Road, Middleton * (608) 836-8500


